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SPEECH BY MR. 1..P. RODRIGO, PLRLIAMENTARY SECRET[LRAYOE No NARC
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, ON THT OCCASION OF THE kb
FOUNDER!'S DAY, OF ST, JOSEPH!S INSTITUTION ON 15TH° st} 0053

MAY, 1972, AT 4.3) P. M,

I wish to thank you for the ovrort.nity of talking to the staff
and studonts of St. Josoph's Tnotitution 2% this Founder's Day Coromony.

It is tho dnd of opportunity which I would not oasily allow to
slip pest me as I Lwolong to tnat catogory of pooplo who are oxtremely
conscious of tho potontial of cur massive jeung and who ara anxious to
onsuro thoir commitmont to tho sccurity, prospority and paace of our nation,

Addrossing mysclf %o this fino body of youth gatherod horo, I say
that your gonoral roading shoull intorm you that o considorablo following

. of youth in tho sccioty of a doveclopod couniry Las constructod a philosophy

of non~commd.tmont and thoir practico ¢f this philosophy has alionatpd thom
from tho social and cultural treditions and modos of living of thoir
socioty. To uso the term "philosophy" in rcforonco to tho choson boliefs
of thoso youth is boing genorous. - This philosophy was not construotod in
tho mannor that our classical ard noco-classicnl philosophore conatructod
thalx  philosophlos. Quito unliko Socratos who coustructod his "Wiow of
tho Good-life" by coascless painstaking quostioning of momboxs of tho
Gragk socioty, tho aliuvnciod youth in rofcronce formulated their viow of
life in the course of demonsiraticns for rfundamental lisbilities and pop
fairs.

Thesa alienztoed youth onco even lizd thoir philosopher in the person
of Pimothy Leary, a Harvexd Urivorsity drcp-cut who produced & 4-volumo
work boing a historicel occount of tho'league for Spiritual Discovery whi:cl
he lods Tho work antitlod "iigh Friost" was rogarded as the bLiblo of tho
cults The first santanco in Velume I begins as follows: "In the baeginnin:
was- the Turn-0On ¢escecesa,

In the socicty of the dovoloped countries where this has happenod
the lergo majority ‘of tho populaco regard this fnct of social evelution as
hordeoring on the ridiculous though dangorous and have nct encouraged it.
This philosophy of alienated youth advocatos non-commitment in the dram~
of lifo, narcotio dacay an? urinhibi*od eorruality on the protext of an
idoalistic commitmant tc the proservr. tion of fundemontal libertiess 1t is
idocalism thoroughly sbused.

In our society todey thero is hocoming avparent the need of cur
youth to find an ohjoct of thoir own iderlism,

Two decades ngo, tho politicel and soeiel situation and climate
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offered & mosat worthy objeot to the idoalism of the youth in that
gonoration, Tho prido and conscienco of youth woro stirred by their
subjugetion to foreign mesters. Independonce was the ocommon politioal
aspiration of the people., The idealism of youth commdtted youth to the
Indopendance Cause which has taken our people through dramatio political
and sociel changes and oxperienoces, Thet era which has receded into
history provided yoﬁth with ohellongo and oxcitement. In the courso

of twanty yoars a now genoration of youth has emerged who now sack &
worthy objoct of their own idealism.

It 48 a question.of rocognitions This era today iz no loss
auspiolous than the ora of the Independenco Movement. For us it is vory
much an ora of Constructione Ahead of youth today are the challonges of
politdonl, eoonomio. social and cultural Construction, Tho timos offax
as muoh axol tomont and drama as tho ora of political agitation and soarch
for independenco. In point of fact, tho offort for today's causoc should
provide more personal satisfaotion as it is positive in nature whereas the
agitetion for independence was negativo in that it involved all orgrnised
offort to frustrate and dislodged colonial rule,

Todayts youth want to recogniso tho quintessence and moaning of
ourrent political, soonomic, social and cultural sotivity and grasp the
trond of ouwr soclial evolution if their own idealism is to find attachment
to a worthy oause and oommit youth to a constructive rolo in our sociaty.
Thoro is much nced for the vigorous idealism of youth in the national

cur egonomy upon lastingzg foundationss in tho national effort to oonstyuct
affort %8 construct/a now city and with it, now attitudes for purposafu
living in an inoroasingly urban onvironment; in the national offoxrt to
construct a ocommon appreciation of our oultures to evolvo & national
identitys in the national effort to construct our own sbility to protact
all that we have constructed.

Our spoclety today 4is in a ferment of change and youth pradominate,
Youth is most worthily committed whon its idoalism find abiding attachment
to the canse of National Constructions 4n undesirable development would
be  tho parsonal commd tmont of our own citizons to thelr porsonal interost
and nothing more. For it is quito plain that our survival and success lio
in ouxr oollectivo effort for tho National Cause. 4 tragic sccial develop~
mant would of course be our youth opting out of personal and national
commitment altogether for ouphoria and dissipation. Though tho ovent is
unlikely aes the majority of our youth rotain in them that relieble goniuse
osllod oommon sense, youth itself should not he unmoved by such a social
development for it may bo a ocontinuing source of ill-parsuasion to the
genaration of rising adoleeconts, TYouth should discouragc its own mombors
from wasting their idealism and potontisnl and instead undertake Constructive
Compd. tmont,

The succoss of today'!s nation buildors must secure the commitmont
of today's youth for tomorrowt!s succass in nation huilding.




