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. the home, and it is in tho home thnt “ho mein procoss of educatd.on
~and for the rest ‘of the day he is oxposed to influences over which

" control. It is up to you to take a closa interest in all aspectl
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Tonight; I would like first of all to afdress a few rem:u'lcbp to
the Prinocipal and teachers of this school. In g way, a new ach?ol,j like
yours is :ln anh enviable rosition. You start off with an entl.re;y plea.n
slate. No doubt jcu de not have any past successea to look ba.c* upony
but on the othet hand, neither are there any past mistakes and ta.i.lures
to rogrot, ror unfevourable pro-conceived notions in the minda Qf the
public to overcame. The rcputation of your school is in your handl
mould, without hindranoc from {the past.

It is c.ll tho more booauso of this unblenﬂ.shod start th;t you
all havo an nspdoial rosponsibility to strivo to creato a good. namo for
this sohool. You should not bomoan the faot that your new schoql );as no
“traditions to be proud ofs treditions do not spring up ovarnight,
Evontually, the ¥dnd of diecipline you imposo day by day over yourqalvel
and tho childror in your caro, tho quality of loadorship tho »
FPrincipal and sonior teachurs provido and your dodication and .
willingnoss to work togothar for tho good of your sochool,. oven at tho
axpanso of putting porsonal intorosts tomporo.m.ly asidoy thoso aro tho
things which vd.lll give your school ite particular idontity.' !l‘hd
othor adjunots of succoss whioh +tho puablic looks for in a sohdolf -
pupils doing woll in all kinds of intar—sachool activitios, good C
oxamination rosults - theoso will all find their proper plaoo onoe
tho hasioc tono of the school is sot,

But. thoso of you horo tonight who aro paronts of ohild.ren :Ln
" this echeol also havo your part to play. Tha stato has prqid.d thz.ﬂ ;
school 'end the teoachors fou the oducation of your young. The teachers ot
corteinly have thair Lun pa.rtlculn:r woepnribilitics. But amid all '
this lot us not loso sight of the fgot that educeticn begins in

will continue, for your child is in school only part of the d&v,

oven tho most dodicated of his teachers can have littla, if any

of the davolopment of your child and to see tha.t conditions at
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' home are condizcive to hia hanrpineoss and henlthy gro.th, The: phiid
must loarn at home the basic procepts of right and wrong, from

the toochings and actionc of his pnrents and those around hime The
sohools will do their hest to givo a child n good moral grounding,
but the responsibhility cvmnot be wholly theirs, If tha home :
environment is nct right, oven the bheat oducational fac:.litie‘ »
and toachers will no¢ ho ableo to rostar in the child the stability
of character ho will noed in his adulit life. ; So I would urge;all
of vou who are parcnis o take moro interest :Ln what your oh:i.id
does a% homo é.m in schosl. ; :
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The schcol, too, would hencfit if you were to. take an'

intorest in id, Thoro is much scopo for you, partioularly théae

who live within this distrio, to bocome involved in the welf*re of
tho pupils. This school ®ill no dount, 1iko other Government ;schools,
be forming its School .Adv::.scz,{ Committee svons, These School Advisoxy
Committoes all over Sirngapore havo boon doing a lot of good "C;;l‘.‘k in
undertalcing projeote to promcte tho woll-being of the students in

the rospective schools to which they are attached. I am sure ithe
Principal of this school would be very pleasod if those of ;you_". who
livo ox work in this constituency vould approach him and offexr to
serve as mombers of the School Advisory Committea.

I hope thut. 'bot{roen your efforts and those of the Principal
and toachers of. thia school your children will grow up equipped to
faco the challengea of lifa and ready to maka their oantribuﬁ.on
to tho good of, soclot;. And I hopo, tod, that your ohildren v}ll
leoeva this achool with euch mnod momorios of it that when them grow
up they will want to roturn to sorve it in various ways. ’
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" DATED: m 12,?‘ 1972, TIME ISSUSD: 1600 HOURS.
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