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SYRECH OF MR L.r. RODRIGO, FARLIANMKHNTARY SECRETARY,
MINISTRY OF HOME A~FAIRS, ON THE OCCASION OF THE PASSING

OUT TARADE OT' THE 7TH INTAKE OF SrECIAL COLSTABULARY

OFFICERS AT THE POLICE ACADEMY ON 29TH ArRIL,1972 AT 5,15 ¥.. .

I am glad to be here to review this parade.

- Having completed your training which began in November lacu
year, you are now ceremorially coniirmed as law enr’orcement oriicers a.
will perform normal police oi¥ficers duties in the divisions and units to

which you will be mosted.

All of you will undertake beat and patrol duties at one time
or another, if not most or the time. It is in this connection that I wish

to Biress a point this evening.

Beat and patrol duties make up the police officers initial

stint. But it is the stint in which the intrinsic worth o the police

o¥Ticer may I¥ind expression.

Law envorcement entails crime prevention amd crime detectiun,
Thede are the two basic objectives o the Police M icer's commitment.
The police prevent crimes but if crimes are committed, the police detcct

them. In this way, the police suppress crimes.

When you are on beat and patrol duties, you are suppress’
crimes. Crime suppression is achieved by indtial dissuasion through t
congtructive presence of the police, by eifective information and eiv’ -

investigation.

Your contribvution is largely towards crime prevention. Yc
will note’that I have used the term constructive peclice presence. By un
I mean an alert and active manner or conductihg your beat and patrol dutiies.
Beat and patrol duties should be undertalten with erficient observation
and efYective intervention. Beat and patrol duties corducted in a
constructive manner will prevent crimes and trhe information gathered Irem
such beats and patrols will greatly assist investigation and the detection
of criminals. lLet me stress that your passive prescncc in beat and patroi
duties will not be surficient. The Speoial Constabulary logs 80,500
man-hours each month alumost entirely on beats and patrols. The Special
Constabulary is thus a signivicant resources which can be utilised to

ensure law and oxder in our society.
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But lat me also remind you that the people you deal with
are Tollow citizens and inmdividuals who have a claim to the lawtul and

Yair conduct o the police oi'ficer.

There is a challenging task abead o¥ you. The job calis

Yor courage ard dedication without which the work of the police o

will be sterile.

I trust that 211 of you will respond to our expectations.

I now wish to congratilate you Tor vour impressive turn
ozt and in particular the twenty—iour oriicers who have excelled in

basic training and have been awarded Certivicates o Merit.

I wish you success in National Service in the Singapore

Folice Force.

Date: 29.4.72. T:me Issueds 1230 Hours.




