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SPEECH BY DR. YEOI GHINM SENG, ACTING PRESIDENT qi* é;‘+6
AT THE COMMISSICIUING CTRELCNY CF INFANTRY OFFfICERS,

SAPTI, AT Ti% TSTAMA, ON_YHUKRSDAY, 13TH JANUARY, 1972

AT 6,00 P,

Wuen National Scivice was Yirst introduced in 1967, +he
policy was to grant deiermants and exemptions cn a generous scale.

Those already woriiing, those proceedin. Irom cchool cortificate to

higher school certiiecate, and w HeS.C. to university were

readily deroerred or excmpted.

Because o this policy, wo wore not abie wo gotfaational

spervicemen oF ofYicex calibre. Thie shootagy of coificer material amons

. national service Tull-tim~ intaltes 1ir those years made it neceasary to
enlist university gracduatos 21 civil sorvante ac well. Howvever, as
enlistment was still on seloctive ard not oan (wucwal =asis, other

problems began to crop up.

ith the tightening ox the decinion to eonlisty

students belore they Jjoin the universilyr, .ne shertzge of officer
material no longer cxists now. Each yenr, we may lrave between 2,500
to 3,000 among the nocional service rull--vime intakes with oither good
school certiricates, 1ull H.S.C., polytcchnic diplomas or university
daegrees.,

e T As from tne January inteke o: lact ycar, itherc has been a

very lkeen competiticn for limited places in the orTicer cadet training
courses a2t SAFTI.

The emphasis oY the present system ox selecction is based on
merite In addition %o basic educational qualiFications, the selection

board takes into account personzl gualities as well as periormance oy
the soldier in his previcus trnining courses ud in his woxrk in the

battalions. Only the best will be recommended FYor olficer cadet trainirg.

Meritocracy has many advantages, these with lower
qualifications but having the desire to improve themselves and showing
the qualities of an officcr through zealous pecformanee will stand a
chance of selection. On thc other hand, thoce with higher acadenic
qualifications but showing a pscr perforrance or lacking the qualities
of leadership, may ¥Yind themselves beling lelt out,




