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National Service is now accepted as part of the life of the
Singapore oitizen. Nobody, save some oranks, questions the need for
National Service. But the acceptance of National Service by the general
populetion in so short a time since its first introduetion requires some

oxplenation,.
Aftor all, Singapore has no military tradition. Further, there
i h - X ",
is the Chineses saying: Q‘&E n :i-_f({x K‘} % 6 T}Tg\'&r Good iron
is not used to make nails and good men do not hecome soldiers™. It was
only a shoxrt whilo ago when such prejudice agasinst soldioring was
widasproad.

The reasons why National Service has somo to be acceptod arc many.
Porheps the most important roason is that liability to full-timo National
Servico has boon administerod impartially and without foer or favour to
anybody, Whethor you arc tho son of thoe Primo Minister, tho Chiof Justioo
or tho riochost millionairo in Singaporo, or whether you are the son of a
taxl-drivor or a building labouror doos not in any way alter your
National Service liability. If you are fit and have the requisite
education, you will be onlistod.

Def ermonts havo been granted in a diminishing scale to those
going for higher studios. Soon only those who have excoptional merit
and have boan awarded prestigious scholarships abroad will obtain deferment.
The only justification for this is that placos in oversoas universities
would otherwise be lost. BEvon so, on thelr roturn, they will have to do
their National Servicoe boforo they ocan practise the professions for whioh
they have bheon trainod. There can bo no doparture from this rigid

prinoipla,

Many pooplo think that thoese who obteined deforment to de higher
studies wero lucky. It rcmaing to bo soon whether in three or four yoars!

time, tho same bolioef will porsist,

4 subsidiary roeson for tho accoptance of National Servioco is that,
by and largo, tho National Sorvico soldior is adequatoly carod for in tho
battalion campse Ho is clothod, housed and fed to acceptable standards,
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Wiailo tho training is unevoidnbly rogorous, great care is tealen to
ensurc thet tho soldier koeps in good hwealth. And while storn discipline
is enforcod, no ill-troatment of the soldicr is toloratod in the SAF.

Bocauso scldioring is now an inescapable part of the life of
tho young, thore is an advantoago in holding tlie Offiocer Cadet Faosing-
out Parado in the Fadnng instead of holding tho passing-out parade of
he officer cadets in the far—away S&FTI cnmp ot Pasir Leba. More
peoplo can witnoss this ceremony. The parants and relatives «f the
of ficor cedots who are prosant here will know that the pride in theix “
sons on parade today will bo shared by many of our citizens who are

gatheorod lore this moerning.

To tho officer cadets themsolvos, may I oxtond them my

congratulations, liny they prove worthy of tho trust which our citizens

place on thom.

DATED: JANWULRY 8, 1972.
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