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Speech by the Acting President at the Annual
Dinncr of the Orchid Socicty of 5.E. Asia at
Shangri-la liotel on 28.11.71 at T.30 .

It is n great pleasure Jor me to be present at this Annaial
Dinner of the Orchid Socicty oi Scuth-East Asia. I g2 glad to note
the achievements o2 your society and the part it has played in »rowu
interest anong the people of Singepore in growing orchids. Today,
than over berore, herticulture plays an iuportant role in our country.
In our incrcasingly urbaniscd and industrialised socioty, we arc Tacis
Jproblems of air, water and ncise poliuti-nus. Strong and urgent
“ecasures must be talken now tc combat this nionace. One oi the narny

neasures taken by the Geovernment te preovent cur fair island Trou

: . N . . \
beconing a city of concretc jungles is to ;row plants and grecrnory o

a largoe scale. This is not only or the rurpose of beautifying tiwc

city, but also for the pronotion or 2 nealthior onwironniont. v

I urge all tho horticultural socictics in Singnpord,
ineluding the Orchid Society of Snuth-East Asia, to contribute teimol:
and participate in Governnment's ef¥orts in acikieving this purp-cc
tke benolit ~7 our pecple and cur country. ether it is the plavt
o 2 Dendrobiun orchid, a Bougrinvillea plani, a Ranbutan saplirn, ¢
dngsana branch, it all helps towards naking a greener and healt

Singnpore.

In conclusicn, I thank the President and ioeube®s of Goc
Orchid Secciety Fer inviting me to this very enjoyable functiocu.
saue tine, ny congratulaticons teo the YPresident and his conmittec
rerpbers Tor the fine worik they arc deing in the prouction of heriocust ce

in'on sletablic.
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