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EMBARGOED TILL DELIVERY

Speech of Mr. L. P. Rodrigo, Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs, at the Rotary Lunch at the Adelphi Hotel
on Wednesday, 11th August, 1971, 2t 1 p.m.

When George Thomson suggested that I talk to you on Netional
Day, Idid not think that he expected me to treat the subject as one did
when one gave a talk on Empirc Day itwo decades agoe

When we talk sbout our Netional Day at this point of our countrys
growth, we inevitably talk about our involvement in the development of
our couniry.

And today wo talk about such involvement efter having cherterod
our course into the near future so thet ours is an involvemcnt for the
attainment of objectives end not = rhctoric of mecre hopes.

I rcalise of coursc that cven the near futurc in this part of
the world is boset with its share of imponderebles, but it is not in the
nature of our peoplc to yicld themsclves cntirely to the dietates of
destiny becausc of such impondercbless

Two ovents in the sccond holf of the 60s ‘have contributed to
our moet importent achicvoment which is tho national capacity for nation
buildinge

The separation from Maloysia and the announcement of the
British withdrawal from Singaporc by 1971 drove us towards mobilising
ond disoiplining our monpower for economic viability and a dofonce
capability. In my vicw, the achicovement is much more in our hoving
developed 2 copacity to overcomo overwhelming odds than the foct of
our having ostablishod thc boasis of a new cconomy and military strength
for our defence purposcs.

For tho 70s this national cepacity for naticn building must
be doveleped and refined through sustaincd performance ~nd incrcasing
competence in the programmes of natbonel construction which wo have
plonned for the futurc. These programmcs will offor considerable
scope to this capacity to dovelop. OQur industries will move towards
gophisticated tocchnology and in time indigenise such technology in the
country's industrialisation.

Howover, if we arc to achicve 2 susteined applicntion of this
notional capecity for nation building, wo should be alort to issues
which are distractions ~nd irrel:owancies.

The British withdrewsl from Singapore cmidst the major decisions
of super powers in South—east ond East Asie concerning their rclec in the
aren may invite strategic prodbing into cur capacity and determinaticn
to faghion our nationel destiny the way we want ite Asian powor
palances which had reckoned upon this military prescnco and had found
equilibrium arc now discquilibrated. It appears that the regicn will
shew unrest until = balance of power in Asia is attainocd. We must
ccquire end demonstrote o sensitivity to these probings so that they
mey bo deterred cond distracticns to ur netion building capacity avoided.

One other distracti~n is tho disgruntlemcnt »f the more
articulnte members of our intelligentsio. Complaint is made of
s>fficinl sensitivity to and intolerance nf criticisma While credit
is reedily nccorded to the ruling power for s-und gcvernment, the
complaint is ageinst its stylc. Compleint is =lso mede ir having to
support government policies. These verieties of mild distress may be
said to constitute the disscent syndrceme which hes cmorged becousc on
the cno hand Academe has been prodled t° articulate and on the other,




the politicel arcna is without significant issues. Rece, religion,

language end issuos rcleting to thom hove been regrrded by retisnal

critice as motcerials which shodld not be employed in prlitical argumentation,
end we have had roacial harmony as a result. The citizenry hae scen
improvament in their living conditiuns an are disinclined to yiecld 1o
politicel persucsiyn to the controry.

Indecd, thc sheer critic finds life unwholesome these days.
He ie reducecd to griping cver the loss of cpportunity to gripo.

Disscnt without constructive alternative is a luxury we cennot
or want t> afford, 1If dissont is accumpanied by political alternativee
it should become the pre—occupation of the political perty.

Mennwhile the Government has to fulfill its undertaking to the
pedple of the country.

The energy cnd compeotence of aur youth today form the bulk of cur
national capecity for nation building and ony cffective distroctisn to it
will that much dissipate this capacity. YWe oro goncrally known as a
hardworking peoplo who inherited such qualitices from ocur forefathers.
Howaver, theirs was & less cxposed end distracted world. Our youth today
is liable to be imundated by the fpoth of moral permissiveness spilling
from effluent ond disenchented societiese  The disturbing problem is
therefore how to insulate the naticn builling capacity in our youth
from adulteration,.

I think whot we noed to do is to undertake overt measures tco
strengthen the family unit. Insistcnce of & family gathering round the
table for onc moal a day at least hos the effect of providing opportunities
of communidation and forging stronger femily ticse Flat dwelling and
the convenient cccess of cheap food served by hawkers tempt parents to
solve the lunch ppoblem for their children by the daily distributicn cf
30 cts. per member who then dispersc for their favourite dish, The
disintegraticn of the family unit must be av.ided if our youths are to
boe imbued with quelities which issue from our responsible parcnis,

- As we forge into the 70s I reckon wo will encounter other
distractizns and irrelevancies to tur neti-necl capocity for nation building,

Some will orise from within our socicty, some will have foreign
origins and some others may hove a foreign crigin with lccal murture.
With regerd t: tho last, I refer to the issue of so-called unzlionable
and alicneble rights. These are questins which the world of liberal
democracy has charged with the passisn of humen idealism throughout the
years and which westcrnised minds in Asia find difficult to quelify
without comprimising their intellectuzal intogrity.

I hope that our pragmatism on cll issues tcuching the
welfare and security of our paople will gradunlly find umnmitigeted
acceptance by succeocding gencrations of lcaders as the keystone in
our cepecity for ration buildin-,
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