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EMBARGOED UNTIL AND SUBJECT TO DELIVERY.

Speech of Mr. L. P, Rodrigo, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs, at the Installation Night of the Lions C&Ué

W on Baturday, 3rd July, 1971, at 730 pefie
SPere Aoréh at the Hotel Bquatorial.

I nanaged a quick and cursory study of the objects of
Lions International upon accepting your kind invitetion and noted
that one of your objects is to promote the principles of good
governnent and good citizcnship.

All countrioes strive for good governnent but that
country achicveos it when her pcople, through the demooratic
prosess sccurcs good governnent which in turn and by tho sanc
process, also succoeds in educing good citizonship from tho poople.
Herc in Singeporo, good governmont and good citizenship arc not
only tho natural aspiretions of our pcoplc but arc the crucial
preroquisites to our survivel in this turbulcnt pert of the world.

Boing o smell esovermign stato and having to shape tho
doetiny of our country within the framcwork of sovore political,
ccononic and socieal limitations, we cannot afford anything loss
then good goverhmcnt cnd good citizenship.

Thus cach timc that tho Lions progronme and direct tho
offorts of ite meoborship towards the promction of the principles
of good government cnd good citizenship, it is making a worthy
contribution to natisn building,.

You would rcalisc by now that we arc undorteking the
recongtructicn of our country with consideoreblc acccleration.
The roconstiruction enteils vest oconomic and social chenmes
which requirc ocur populace to discerd traditional nodes of
living for noderniscd forns of urban dweclling and to abondon
tho_accustomod poatterns of intelloctusl ant onotional rosponses
for thc pragmatic and constructive reactions of fully comnitted
citizons of our country. But oxtonsivc as thesc chengos aro,
we ney ba confident that we will succeoed.

It is ny vicw thet these changes are taken at an
opportune time in tho srowth of cur society.

I hold this vicw because of the foct thet our populace
toloy is extrencly youthful. Whilc chaonge tenlds to be d1ff1cu1t
for the clderly whe arc scttled in their pattorns of living and
thinking, youth arc ancneble to chanpse bocause of thoir gosal,
their onterprise and their zcst for thc New enl the Movel.

It ic good citizonship when the populace reospond by
adepting to major changes in the country for the goneral welfare
of thc nativn = chnnfes which are found nccessary after a reclistic
consiceoration of thc iseucs =nd not becousc of an uninhibited
proforcnce of the gpvcrnncnt.

But I alsc wish to take this opportunity to onphasiso
the prosonce of snothor potential in our youthful population —
end it is the idealism of our youth.

I have nuch respcct for it.




The idealism of our youth con and should be the motiviteting
force in netion building. Whkile this does not ycot eppear to ba
distinotly su, we arc at leest fortunatc in that hitherto this
jdcelism has not shown sronoral indicetions that it is inclined
to _eimuletc the cxcusscs of liboralisn which bavo cnerged in the
socicties of sono dovolepod countriese.

But if this idealism has not developed into o force in
nation building, it should not bo allowed to dissipete.

It should receive dircetion. anl ruidancc. It should:
e tenrersd with sotrigty At 2 keen sonso °F % ;Resent. Then
. it should develcrp, beceuse -ur notionpl zspirptions require that
the idealism of our youth urpently noture so thot in their vision
of our country's future, our youth will not be noved to over-—react
to iderls of hunan conluct which have beconc enshrined as eternal
truths, but can discern the political, econ-mic and sociel
renlitios which 2l the time impinre upon cur neotionel interest,
appreciato the sober progmatic nationol policics which are

formuleted upon principles _of rood government anl participate
positively in netiosn building throuph peod citizonshipe

I have tried to describe tho scope of ono espoct of
your laerge intcrcstes Your work in this ficld will undoubtedly
rrove to be highly interesting and I wish you success in your
endorvour,
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