NARC

reo. Ro.
T

2

1| oesa
EYBARGOED UNTIL AND SUBYRCT TO_ DELIVERY*

Speech by Mr. L., P. Rodrigo, M.P. for Serangoon Gardens on the
12th Anniversary Dinner of the P.A.P. Serangoon Garden Branch,
on Thuraday, 17th June, 1971, at the Serangoon Garden Circus,

We meet here to celebrate the 12th Anniversary of the
Party's Serangoon Gardens Branch.

In its 12 years the Scrangoon Gardens Branch has
served the Constituency by assisting the rcsidonts with thcir
problems and by working co—cperatively with the C.C.C, on
commuinity development projects. Many mejor projects in the
Constituency have been completed. Sewerage has come into
the Constitucncy and we now have a decent bus bay. Soon we
will have a hawking-centre.

We hope to be able to build cur own Branch premises
soon with your support.

With a spescious Branch premisces of our own, we will
be able to extend our orgenisation to scrve the residents of

the Serangoon Gardens Constitucncy. Most of you have contributed

generously to our fund end I am very thankful and grateful: to
you, espccially to our donors.

Tonight I am indeed glad to scc so many members end
supportors present. What mokes it more pleasing still is that
the membcrship of the Branch continues t0 increase, aes more
young residents become convinced that the Party is only concerned
with the security of the country and wclfare of our people.

The Party is on record as wanting tc do just that
and nothing tc the centrary.

Some people who cleim to suppori us also cloim to bhe
disturbed by the wey wo go about doing things to_cnsure the
security of our country and thc prosperity of the nation.

The Farty has always facod an adversc situction equarcly end
token & swift decision, if it is necousary to preserve the

peace end stability of cur socicty. _ The rarty has not refrained
from teking any unpopuler decigion, if thot decision is nocessary
end urgent_in the_interests of the pcople.

To _fall eforsv of doing so is not Government of the
people by the peoplc or for thz people. It ig manipulation
of thc political leadership by subversive interests.

Some of us viow issues in cur country as detached from
events of power peclitics outside our country, Thig is becaus=
we tend tc be looking ot oursclves all the time without wvanting
at_the szuie timc to appreciate and understand the world outsida
and the conditions and renlities of our place in it. It is
2 kind of introversion which is danpgercus because it may
develop intc & political myopia in us and become characteristic
Of our insularity. ’

¥e¢ must not allow the environment or rising affluence
in our country to blunt cur a2lertness to the fect that ours is
a situation which demands ccntinuel vigilance and firm
governmaent if our country is.tc continuc te progress ond
bring poace and plenty to all.




Vie do not live in isclation, How we livc and what

we dc are of intorcst to forces outside us, It moy be their
business to do something about it. But it is the business
of_ocur Governmcnt to know the intontions of thosc forces and
to_gct promptly, if neccesary.

Meny decisicns tcken in our country cre coften
reloted to situations in the world outside.  So, to
appreciate cur own offairs, we nced to be clive to the
foreign affairs of foreign powers. In other words,
sometimes we have to look cutside to _sce inside clearly.

This advice I would give tc ocur youngoqﬁembors in
particular. Our senior members ~nd clder supporters have
followed the Party since its formation in 1954 and know what
kind of messy cituation this placc could be if our Party had
not been governing the country since 1959, Since that time
they have been looking at countries around and today they have
a pastesituation with which thoy can compare the presont
Singopore. They understand and cre able to give ideals of
freedom their proper valucs.

,

To our youn.:or gencraticn, thc recent past has not
bacn very rcel yete With indcopendencc there is the denger
of our becoming insular in ccnception and action.

It shculd thercfore be the responsibility of
senicr Farty members and supporters to continually bring to
the awarencss of our yocung the course of our reccnt history
and the realitics of cur situation in the present world,

We must look cutside to sec inside cloarly.
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