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Ve cre oll Tonilisr with what nckes us tick todoyt the human
resourcesn, the infrastructure, the sirategic locaticn. Ome oxX the
najor ccutriduting factors for our sucoesd 43 that we do n¢t hove
an indigencug cnd deep gooicl olcas divisione. There is o vory
high gocicl mcbility. Bolng o society osinly or irmigraant stook,
it nust be go. Ipnigranta cre genorslly sdventurousd, highly
motivated, ochievenont oriontoiod cnd individuclistic. A classed
gsooiety could not exiat with thio sort of bumcn digiis. All theze
charactoristics ncke up & conpotitivo society wherc you oculd nct
trcnd tho nmen with tho atamp of & cloaoe

In this commnection, I would liko to nolke gono roforonco
4o & study in 1969, of the Nanyong Univoraity students condusiod
ty Proi. Androw Lind, o Viaiting Pro¥essor of Sociology of that
University. In tho study of the studat preciile, thero i3 &
scction dooling with the cduccticn attociunont by the paranto of
the studonts. The atotistic is rathor roveslinge I weuld decol
only with tho oducaticn attciument of the fathor. One-fifth of
tho studcnta clninod that their fothors hod rocoivod no Torncl
oducation ond more then holi hod not conplotod princry oducaticn.
Tuenity-tws peint ono per sont of the fathors woro reporied to hove
oonplctod”aoccnd:a‘y oduccticn with enly 6.1 por cond hoving
oonplctpd'mlivorsity ar post-groduate training. In othor wordo,
94 por ccnt of tho studonts aro reeciving betvor cducntion ‘than
thelr Tathors.

Toblos Highoot Level of Formal Bduogtion
steoined by Fothor I3
Lovol o2 Blucoition ‘ Poxcenitogo Cunul':.tivc Porcontaogo
Ne fornal odugstion 20.7 20.7
Princry 51.1 ) 71.8
Scoondory 22.1 §3.9
Tnivorsity . 6.1
L4
100.9

(Sourco: A.¥. Lind, 1969: "A aiudy of Bayane Ondvodaity
otudonts cod their ccmmunity outlockM)i:
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It wog roevezlod in tho semo suxvey that 12.4 per cant cx
cne=cighth of tho studenss cio thonsolves imnigronda, whilo

Just ovor threc—qunricia or 77.2 por cont oro sceond gonoraivicn

innizranis.
I would like to odd thot during tho pericd widcer study,
the Fenyong Univaraity, togother with tho Singepero Univaraity,

hes tokcom i tho cream of cur swudont pepulstion cpéd acac ¢f he
bost wraino in vhis rogicn through ¢ freo cud ocmpetitive
notriculation cxurciso.

Scme Ioroeign seciclomisits will aorvell ot this asiavisiic
that a0 nany have fcwnd vholr woy to the wiivoraity, dcopite their
buable Tonily backgrcund cnd hondicopped onvirennont.  This
phancmencn noy bo sueributed to tho sitroeng csotarn i;:-bollocfu:l
trodition. I do netd think $his is tho whelo siery. A briofd
gtudy oX our scoicty itoolf moy 2ivor scmo oxplonnticn. Oura 1o
& highly compotivive ond highly achiovoncnt crientoted sccioty.

Tho way ¢ tho top is necerding ¢ merits and poriortiziices ond

nev cocerding ¢ birib or woolnd clons or Ponily boekground. Thoro
is on cquol cppertunddy Qor ovapyono whe hea tho poracverstico te
cpply hinceld ¢ hard wwrke %Tharo cic oqual opporbtw:itioa in
oduccticn ¥eir cvoryone fron prinsry o wnivarnigy.

I do not lowew iR you hove mede o suwvoy of the brekerowd
oY your nmenbora. I would iusgine that o subntruticl percontoge
¢ your meabership belengs o this group: tho First snd socsid
ganoraticn innigranty olvhough I 2o not thirk this poraauitego
io nywhore noor the Liguro I just qustod for tho Nrnyeng Uuiveraity.
Your meonmbora belong to vhod enc noy ganornlly esll 4ho preressicncl
and niddlo or ar¥iluont cluos. As tho product of this cmeiding
and dyncnic sceicl procossy yeu sre in 5 botior positicn b odd
on tho impotus of the noveneut itzeli, by aesivating cven greator
ncbility ond ovan highor torgot.

I hove just ¥ooanoed irem your prosidant-olost that thHo notid
oY yowr Junior Chouiber is 'Locdership dovolepnment through eonmunity
develepnent'. I mugt preloma vhot I dc nct wndorstond vhat it
neoha exoctly aen how you intend to gc sbous doing 1v.

tLocdership! cnd *Comaunity Sorvico! oppocr to bo the foveurite
thenes ior nucst professicnal groups. Thoro have boen spprrontly
andlcss sories of heoied public doboics, Loruns ond sonincrs an tho
oy relotod subjects, ranging fren urbonisation and unticnal zarvico
t¢ tho oll ¢imo Towourido oir cduenticie This, indoed, is o very
healthy donengirnticn of denceroay ov wrk. Inmtorpesed in boisveom:
thoro cra the nay Ywid-rsising cocnpoicis and orgrmisod qetiviticn
for ‘the hWomdiosppod. All $heso oro for o very neoble courase, and
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indood, rtuch has decon aohioved in what you sot out o do. Scnotinco,
however,; I do sendor hov naly of tho preronsicnsl, cspeecially the
younger noobors, do roclly et Suny YIen tho couforance reem o
participsie in comnunity work & 6 refulor undoritcking, such o3
sorving in tho Citizona! Consuliaiivo Committco or ko Monngonont
donnittoo of Connwiity Contro. As clusniod people who &ro in
o botitor positicn 0 load, the young profosaionals aid oxocutivos
are grosply undor-reprasanted in this pcrtioculer aapecto of
comuunity work, slthcugh I am awcrce that nony dcctors and
onginacrs arc slresdy scrving in osuch capacity. Hceot of thon
shy cusy fron such setivitics Yor verious reajcnug, sone not
without justificoticn. I apm only aucre oX cnc ainglo cosce
whore thero is on ar(.:c.niubd off.rt of such o @roup in thio
crea. I on rovorring tc the SPASA waich in 1968 ficldod ascmo
17 mwombora t¢ servo in vorious oonoitituanciocs. I miy odd, with
somo prife, that I wos involved in picncoring this projoot.

9cno ¢ the educstod have boan contributing tc the woll-

boing off the ccmmunity through sorving in varicus statutory boarda,
whoro rightly or wrengly, most ¥oel that that is whero thoy belong
= oan bost serve. Bub aa poople in tho peaiticn ¢f locdarship
wmloss you arc tctally sommittod to tho accicty nd refrein fron

giving tho improssion of boing anclesod in olito olsas, you will
be railing in your duty.

It iz onczing o noto that nayy yowng intclleotuslo considar
thongclves oo such with the ususl in-brooding cneng thonsclvos.
Mcuy of thom hovo omorgod Ironm tho scnc humble backegrounds It io
not wikicwn that thore aro scme youns offluont oxeocutivos who
would anthusiaatioslly derond .tho sccialistic prineiple end hunon
risht in public, but would in tho sone brorth accuse tho PAP
Govarnnant of turning Singsporo into & polico stoto wham thoir
mogo is boing roidod by tho anti~vice squad. That ia doublo
stondzxd, typical ef o olooael acciety.

O tho subjoct of oducation and noticnal sorvice, this ia
ovon nera spparant. Mony want te sand vhoir ohildron to achool
c.‘riroc.d weuld aocusc the Governpent for not cllowing thon te do a0
frooly. Thoy beliove that their childran would get botior oducstion
- ovorsoss but proninant cducationists vwculd dismiss this beoliof.
It 45 sloo complotoly out of quesiticn o hovo spocial achools
bere for tho childron of tho prcroscionsl mnd tho affluant. Lot
no quocto the esao of studying in U.K. vhoro thare is i agrocnant
that sll stufants have tc be spenscred by tho Public Somvico
Copmissicn. Tho numbor of sponsered nalo studonto pmu:l.ug
socondexy oducaticn in U.K. in 1969 wos more than doudbla the

nunber £or ees.d/-




-4 -

nunber ey 1966, juat beforo theo Foticncl Sorvico ucos intreduceds
the nunber of fennle situdonts roamainoed olmcat wnchanged. I ooy
adéd thot during thot poricd, thore had bean no mojor chaonges in
cur oducovicn syston cxsept tho develcpoent in jochiidecd odupaiiosn.
Thero has boan o apate oF hQ\..uQ’i dobato in the Press rcecantly *
on this issuo and I de not ip tond w0 dogl with it any furthar,

Singopuro succoeds bocruso wo dc not hove o deep alasa
diviaion but insiesd we hsve o high socj,;,l nebility. aAnd i wo
cre e push Tervsrd, thon uc comdt pm&ibly sllow v class gcciody
w exist. '

It ia definitely bty nc ccincidanco that in tho queiciicn ¢
Moo, tho subject of fClooses and Cloaos Strugele! fellown
innedictoly thot on the Comnunist Porty. It 1a the clasa hotred,

L)

togother with the aninccity and antosenisn thot tho Cormunist,
ard indood ©ll roveludions, whothoer inspired cr cthaerwisco,
thriveo cn.

Ve have trovelled this for te hovo built up o seedcty
cgual \.pporhuni tios vhore preniun is poid Yer nerits ond
poricrurncoc; o scoioty nitkractivo ewwuzh for the best brainz, who
kaew ne noticnal montior, 0 atoys mnd 1t ds wp to ws e ncko iv
an ovan botior place Toxr cur children,

Yith that ncte noy I wish ycu succeas’ in nchieving the
orgoed loid down in your motite, mud I lock Iorwned to nooting
ycu nore cftcm, nct in tho scmo lwnricus surrowiding, bdud in
tho nere intinsco oitnmesphore ot tho nmootings of consulitntivo
comnittoos, ot tho cocnmunidy contres or ot the uwgual intollectunl
dovaiea.

DECEMBIR 5, 1$70. (Moo iasueds 1630 nours)
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