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Vinetean cixty-fcur marked the bezinmning of i wiprececenied
grewth i pre-schocl cdgcation.in Singspere when the Pecple!s
Asgseisticn estoblished eipht rurcl kindergorten centres. Undil
thai, pre-~schecl educnticn wes enj:yed cinly by childrea frenm ~
the upper and middle inccme romilies. The grewth in kindorgorion
octivities hoo beenr stecdily cn the incrense over since.

With ropid industriclissticn wnd rising stondard of living,

ingsporo poronts howve beccme mere cware of tho need of the pre-
. scheol pericd for their childron, nct the lecat motivated by cur
’ ‘highly ccmpotitive and scloctive oducnticn sysicm, where & child
vho enters pricary schocl witheut oy pro-school experience ic ot
o giscdvontogo.

In Februsry this yoor, & study of pre~schecl oducoticn in
Singapero was conducted by tho Rosocrch Unit of my Minisixys The
awrvey shows that thoro are scme 19,000 childran recciving kinder-
gortan oduecticn ¢f which 14,000 cre cullod with the Pocplol'a
Aasocicticn tnd 5,000 with the privote establishments. As the
swrvey hss been nocoasnrily csunfined o the registered kindergortaas,
it dces not includo the student populaticn <f this sgo group in
kindergortans not registerod with the IlMinistry. A rouch estinnie
of tho anrolmait for those wregistercd kinderzartmw is crownd
the regicn of 18,000, nalcing o dotal cf 37,000 children receiving
pro-schcel clducctic in 1969.

The percenitage cf pro-cchocl childron beitweoen five and six
yeoro roceiving oduccticn is, thorefore, cbout T0 por comty only hold
of which ore oitading rogisotored kindorgoriona.

Tho survoy o5loo revosls that cnly 20 per eaat of the prineipalo
of tho registerod kindorsartons hove roceived cuy proper profoaqi*wal
froining i Windercorten teaching, cnd thot thero is 5 nuch lowar
percentago cmong whe teochers. Pr:10331:nally trained tesnheru - im
the wircgistered catcblishments is wiheard =f. In most »% those
kindergariais, the faecilities Por the proper conduet of kindergorian
educoticn is for fronm sotisfociory. The prosromme is oo formal
and rigid while the childra: aro given ingtructicn withcut bedng
oble t¢ engoro i & more nomdngful :.otivrty of locrning thrsugh ploy,
exporicico cud disnovery. This ie partly cuo o tho Yoot that wead
paranto tand 0 rote lew thoge kindorssriens whoso curriculun allenuten
$co nuch t4ne o snoh rokivitien. L aono euwbsblinhneits, the
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prograpne is slmost o duplicsiion of primary I curriculun vkich'
will dofinitcly atifloe the chi‘ld’s intercsy in loomming in the
pursuiyjg ycors.

I an afrcid this is o wost wheslthy otnee of orfcdra.
child besweon Tive cad gix is ot his ncst recoptive ago. A1
the3o shertecningo 1 cur present kindergsytens will hove o for-
resching sdvorase eflcct on csur children in tho yoors tc cone.

With continusus urbonigoticn ond oven higher stendoxrd of
iiving, it is oxpecied thot by loto scevaities, the percantnge of
children of +this age gxcup advendinrg preo-school oducotic: will bo
very clcse to 100 per cent. If this unhonlthy situction is nct
rectifiod, it weuld crosto & very soricus socicl prcblem. Vhile
the Goveriment is net in o peoiticn ot tho nepantd tc getv diroctly
invelved in kindorgorton cebivitios, sthor thon cffering focilities
throuch the Pecplols Associction, it is tho Iindatry's view that
the quclity of pro-schocl eluention muat Lo roised. T¢ o 3o,
tho queliiy of tho kincergorten toschors nust Lo impreved upon.

Tho Yirst troining schene wos lowched oo oorly oo 1964 vhon
the Peoplols ssaceinticn bogoa thelr kindergoriten sctivitics. lost
yoory tho liiniany ¢r Euenticn, in conjunctic: with tho Adult
Bucosicn Deondy crgauisod, for the first vinoy, & pri~timc ine
gorvice couiwe Vor tenchiers in the rermintcored kindergrtens. This
oourco loaotvod cvor o pericd of fouxr schecl texms. This yoor, tho
Ministry hao Cocidod that o loag-ternm troining progrrmmo Yor
kindorgorian tonchers be lounchod in eonjuncticn witk the Adult
Elucnticn Dorrd. Thoso ccursos, nmoninly in-sorvico, will inclule
lcctwros on odueoticny poycholeyy, tenching methedls mnd cther
subjects ossenticl for kinlergrrton work. Tho courgos ore divided
intc throo stngess ITasic, Intornedioto cnid Advincods At proscad,
there cre opprexinstely 500 toochors frem both reogisciored cid
wregsistorced kindeorgoritons, oitanding the in-servieo ciurgeo on
Basic Kindergareen Teocherst' Troining cad iv 1o cstinmcted that
by tho niddlo cf noxt ycor, oSbout 1,000 kindorgariéar toochers will
be wroincd o this level. Focilities fox upgmoding troining ot vhe
’In‘t.omodi:‘;ho cad atvaneced lovelas will te provided.

Concidering thot suiTicia:t tredned tomchers will Yo ovailaokle
by then, who Gevemumout hos Cecided $hot o3 Yrom Joiunxy Ly 1972,
o1l kindergorians nusit be rogistered mnd noy only emplcey teochers
whe howve ot least successfully conploted the bosic ccurso or its
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Tith regular ecursos ecndusied ©:r upgraliing the qualiyy of

tvhe wncchers, Y lote 1970's when clmcat 130 pen cant ¢ tho
children Lesween tho sges of five cnd zix will be receiving pre-

school educntiin, wo will bo &ble t¢ hove sullicient quslified

]

to-chers wis cah orfer o bettor kindergorton programmo e owr
chilérone Then kindercorian tenching will form o integrc) port
¢ cur scheel ayaten. It weuld then be pissitle ¥:r the curriculun
in schocl bo be od justod, tcking inte ocecunt tho programnme ot 'thob
kindorgorton lovel.
The 46 succesaful gradusntos of the Intermodictio Kindergorton
Torchora' Troining Course prosont here this siternocn &ro the gpicncera
of the Governponi's offert in producing quslity tesching i the
. xindergartess I weuld like oo cengrotulate them cnn their aucceas
cad urgo thom e consider their grodustion doy not oy tho [
tut vho Logiming of the tizror invelvenoit with the situdy of 1l
sopecis of hummn grewth ond devolcpmont, perticulcrly cf tho pre-
achool childran, with when thoy will be oo intinatoly invelved.
Pinclly, I wvich ¥ tdce this cppor ity e thanic tho maibvors
of the Cemmittcs fov Kinlergorten Tesehor-Training Cowraes zd tha
lecturers concornod for their offcrt in moking this troining acheno
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