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APERCH BY IR, TEE CHIAW I ING, T'IFISTER OTF STATE
FOR TDUéATIOﬂ, VY THE OPFNING o CREFONT ¢
DEBDTHOVTN'S BI-CEXTENARY CDLEBRATIONS, AT THE
VIGTORIA NMMORIAL HALL, ON 257H OCP0LZk, 1970,
AT 7.30 P.I,

We ¢ e zathured here to pay tribute to the genius of
a man whose ™usic nhac become an universal heritage. The name
of Beethover. has alre~dy stood for everything that is insviring
and enduring in the vealm of music.

Beet oven lived in an ~"ge of vatronage, where the
pursuit of music wag rerhaps a luxury. Today, however, the
study of mus‘c is considered imrerative in order to fulfil
the need to “evelop =2csthetic judgement. Music not only
niristers to the recreational needs of man's nature, but,
along with the visual arts, is essential for self-development
and self-realisation. No cducation cnn be regarded as complete
without attention being paid to the cultivation of aesthetic
values.

Over the last few years no eoffort has buen spared to
provide a healthy 2 sthetic proeruume for cur children but
desirable recults can be achicved only if parallel efforts are
made by intercsted bodics in the privatec sector to promote
cultural oppoértunitics for school childrcn. Musical oxperiences
in school arc linited to the Youth Festiwval, concerts and
other such activitics organised by schools, which thoush.
laudable, fall far below standards achiceved in the rrofessional
field.

With Singapore's long history as a trading port and her
immigrant socicty which is highly achievement-orientated, it is
not surprising that our cultural promotion lags well behind
our cconomic development. In fact, most impressaries consider
cultural prorotion as a purecly economic enterprise without
sparing a thought for the school children. As a result one
often scos very fow students at a concoert vhile nalf the hall
is empty, because the charges for such performances arc
generally beyond the mcans of the average student. I consider
this a short-cighted policy even from the business point of

view.




o

If we wish to caltivatce the acsthetic valuc and build
up a concert-going public, we have to begin with the studunts,
They should be gronted the privilege to enjoy the benefit from
visiting artistes.

With & big student nopulation such as ours is, T would
considor any investment male in this arca a viable proposition,

It wes »dith this in mind that I maede a proposition to
the officials of my Ministry and the Fotional Theatre Trust at
a mceting in Junc, that they should consider o schone for
student membership of the Trust. The student membors, by
raying a nominel annual subsceription, would bce eble to cnjoy the .
privilege of attending any »erformance, whethoer local or visiting,
at a nominal charge for some of the choice scats. I am fully
awarc that such a schome cmnnot be ceonomicnlly viable in tho
short run. MNevertheless, it has the full-hcnartcd support of the
Trust Chairman and I recall that it wos announcoed thot such a
scheme would be launched. The Young Musicion Socicty, with its

entire memberehip deriving Trom the toaching profossion, is
perhaps in the best vosition to assist anl co-operate with the
Hational Thestre Trust to lnunch much o schome.

In frzet, this schome moy :ven solicit the patronage of
other organis-tions for similaor privilcege. Aftcer all, concession
with respcet to entertainment to., Lo boeon given for visiting

cultural performr-ne.n. T wald not think it is unrensonzblce to
¢xpeet thaot cortsin concocoion in roturn be given to the student.
My ¥inistry will co-oper-tc ith ~ny interosted body in projects
or scheme which wAll ultimotely benefit our studcents.

The vo.ricd cvonts that will b Doobured in the celebre-
tione =src the results of such close co-onertiion. In this
conncetion, I would like to thonk the Erbassy of the Federid
Republic of Gormrny in Singnpor. Teor 21 dits «fforts in the
rc~lisction of these ovents., Suffic. 1t te gay thot wi thout
thelir kind heln ~nd co-operation, the Yocthoven Bicentenary

Celobrations would not have boon roscible,  Finally I wevrld
1ike to thank the Germanr Chorge d'AT{+irs for the gencrous
gift of the complete oot of rocords 5f Bucthoven's worke. 1T
howe mony of us here to-night +ill bo inspdred to put in greater
effort for th: culturnl r»romotvion in Hing pori.

It now gives me grioot vlensure 0 deelnre the Beothoven

Bicentenrry Celobrotions offieinlly ornuncd.




