SrEECH BV INCHE r.OID. CGIFAZALI 1SWAlL,
POLI?ICaAl: SECREBTARY TO THE MILISTRY OF
ZLUCANICH, T THE IRKAUGURATTON CEREHCNY
OF TiD JAPLNDET SICUNLLRY - BCIIGUL Cif

YELNESD.LY, 15.4,1970 AT 5,00 P.M.

Dimtinguisgh Guests, Principel, Staff and Pupils,

Cdy wife and I are most dolighted to be with you at
this important function wiich marks a milestone of progress

of the Japanese School.

It may be cf interest to some of you for me to
mention here that there wze a Japanese Hchool in Singapore
before the lest world wars., Tiic sch~ol building is still
Leing usec today und it is now & Jovernment primary school
called the Stamford Girls' Schocl in Waterloo Street,

Tnis Japauesc Gehool, in the 1930's, was regarded
as a mocGel scnool because it vas designed to suit its
education purpose and curriculum better than the majority
of c=chools vuilt by the colonial government ané other
private organizations, Within the limited space, the
building incorporatcd not only classrooms but also an
asserbly hall, a gymnusiumw and a roof-garden play-sround,
The full programme for the intcllectual, spiritusl and
physical development of the pupil was adoquately conducted
within the four walls of +thc E€chool. It served os a
standing show picce of the ingenuity and thoroughncss of
your people.

Now making a fresh start in rcented premiscs, you
must have found this limiting your style. It will not be
long, perhaps, when you wish to put up a school tuilding
typicclly fashioned to suit your nceds. Judging from the
rate of growth of this new Japancsc Schocl which has trebled
its enrolmcnt since 1966, I cm surc this will come to pass
very soon,

This cxpension demonstrotcs your growing faith in
us that we can work haurmeniously together not only in
promoting industrics cnd trade but n1so in Educetion.
Undcr the Colowbo Plan cssistance progromme, your govern-
ment a2s for the last 9 years, cxtenéed to us the services
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of = teacher and teaching mrtcrials tc run Japancse

Langusge coursca for our Lucondary School studente.

To-day more than & 1300 Lecondary School studeats have
completed the Japencece banguage Primnry Course and over

500 pupiles have gradusted. I feel certnin that thesec

pupils of the Japancsc longusge classes are only too

cager +to have the chonece of wmccting Jepancse students

of their own zgc, The innuguration of the secomdnry
Japanese school has providcd this possibility for the
esteblishuent of closcr tice betweon car young pecplc.

I hope culturnl and sneial cctivitics will be organizcd

for them ~nd we can sce the rcalizntion of the "Unc asia
Concept! ir ouw lifctine, 2s we show the other asian .‘
nations tnis first stcp 2long the poth towards our objective,

I wish tbc Japancze School in Singapore long life

and continucd sucecsa,
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