., fron cenpret living. Whatever the origina,
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TEXT OF SPESCH BY THE PARLIAMNENTARY SECROVARY (Lav)
AND M.P. FORK POTONG PASIk, ME. S. RalASWAY, AT THS
TTH AMNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE 3UINSTT COMMULITY CriThi,
O¥ SUNDAY, 4PuIL 5, 1970, AT 7.30 P.K.

I an very hoppy tc be presont on this occezsion of tho 7th
amivorsary of tho Semnott Community Centro, roprosenting scvon
years of centinusl ocmmuni?y corvice,

Teday, I would like to highlight tw: highly rolovont aspects
¢f tho "high prossurc" community living thot is rapidly beecning
the way of lifu of tho peoplo in land-seorce Singaroro - that ig,
tha cccial aspoct and tho onviremnentsl aspoct which boocne highly
stroined 58 & rosult of populsticn comprossicu. In z:ing about
their publio dutios, mancgomont cimmittec mombora of ccnnuiity contres
and cthers must ocnstantly rogard these problems oo tho background
cazinst which thoy must focus their doy-to-doy cetivitices of scrving tho
loesl needs of the pecples Unloss those long-tern cbjeetives are
ful?illed, tho sime of secial tranercrmaticon cnd nation-building
cre likely to be solf-dofeating.

Tho Soemnctt Community Contro liecs in tho midet o priveito
rasidentisl ocstatos nnd high-rise Housing Boord ostotos - o very
rixod bag indocod. Where pecple living in tho private scctors are
caoncernad, it could woll bo tho case of being sble to "o what
tloy liko bocsuse this is 5 democratic country" bocnuse cemparative
privacy is still pessiblo i thoss privote houscs built 20 ycars
azo whon land domand was not os acute 53 it ic todsy slbhourh such
sttitudes aro uct desirablo.

fhore cleosoly-packed living is 5 woy of lifc such oo in tho
nowly ccnmploted Housing Besrd ostatos, it is 5 difforent motter. Give
and talto is thon tho more practicsl aid roclistic philoscphy £ tho
pacple t> adopt. Where people have o litorclly rudb shouldors sc
cloooly and froguently i their daily lives, whothor they liko it
or nct torticus linbility in its voriocus forms is bourd tc be incurred
not cnco but many timos, both through fgusroico or inrocorcs and
thrcugh nocessity bocmuse of clese contacts. Altoruntively, thoso
all-tco-frequont infringomonts ¢f oivil rights con dovelsp inte wn
inter-noighb ur cold wars

‘Mhego arc scme of tho sceicl otrosses thot oro bcund.to ariso
this axlls for teloriane.

Tt is cnly cn tho bagis of cultivating gecd neighbiurlinces that

corporate living ann becone paandngefal ol rfraitiul,.
Tho othor e...2/-




Thoe cthor cspoct is cuvircnment, which in the caso of

comnunity living, is cssonticlly non-mado, such as ploygrsunds, . ‘
commwity contres, corridors, cutematio lifts, otc. It ie necodloes
tc sty thot thoso can, too, oxsily beecmo neglected « cver~used and
under~-nainteined, thoy becemo health hazoxds and dangors te hunon
livos.

Under the stresses of conpnet living, the envircunent nust

be respected by zll tononts. In srder to be o scurce of enjoyment

ad gracicus living, mointoncnice of the onviromnont should bo
cverybedy's business. This, theroerfore, calles for the highest stondarda
¢f civic conscicusnoss.
gerupulous duty nct to litter.
rurcl envircnments, but in built-up areos like
catatos o single culprit can sabetnges cnd frustrate the co~ .
cperativo oficrts of the rost of tho connunity.

The benefits of hoolthy envircnments under ncdorn conditicns
On tho c¢ther hand, the difficultics of

F.r oxooplo, coverycne must ncko it his
Excepticns con be tolersted in
Housing Board

camiet be cvor-streasod.
orsuring hoalthy n~ad clocu cnvironments should nothe undor-catinctod.
It has, thorefora,

It nust be tho end-product of coa=cporntive cffcrts.
tc bo achieved vn the bosis of o "vigilante sccicty" with o view
tc crresting sigis of slackening sceinl disecipline whenevor it

crises befire 1t cssunos wmansgeable properticns, becouso huncas

nsturce boing whaé it isy people ..nd to bocono conplncent cand toke
ocnmu:ity woll-being for granted. Thia should not be tho cnse, becruse
the leftevers mnd residuos of nedorn living if not disposod of cven
for o single doy cen essily rosch epidemic levels Thorefore, tho

idenl tonont porticulorly in theso circumctrnees is the reascnable
nan, whe is constantly awaro of bie murcl and sceinl ¢blipgationg and
rospoct the feolings and rights of hie ncighbcurs, whe must in turm

rociprscaote in mutucl terms, .
T4 shculd, thoreforo, cnong dther scceisl -:hjecti:;cs, be the duty

of the Semctt Community Contre to cultivatc this idesl boiug os for

possible, mnd amengst os mony citizens o9 Lossible, or at loogt

to oppreximzato te this ncrm. I this presont gonorotion h-wve to

bo persucded tc cultivate moro grooicus living, it is grotifyine

to ncto that thoe youngor genercticn will tad oorn acquirs those guslities

moro nnturally. Cchesive living will be systontticslly and prosressively

ingrained into tho minds of the youug threugh the ro~litios of lifo

in multi-racinl scheols cand Bousing Bonrd ceotntes and through 1atioral

gorvico. Sceinl rosponsibility will be built—in featuros of thoe younger
gonorstici.

I hove ne doubt that mombers of tho Soimctt Community Centre will thiile
and thus help the licpublic cchicve clsser soeinl

and cet slong these lines
congantulatisng on the oceasian of the Tih

cchecicne Moy I offor nZ

annivorsary o bthis acmrmunt by contro.
APKIL 4, 10(0. R
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