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PRIS8 RELBASH:

A TALK ON " THE MALAYS OF THE 1970'S" BY

INCHE MOHD. GHAZALI ISMAIL, POLITICAL SECRETARY, .
MINISTRY OF ELUCATION, TO THE VISITING STUDENTS
OF THE CHAPAIAN CCLLBEGE FLOATING UNIVERSITY AT

THE UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE COY, MONDAY, .

16TH MARCH, 1970 AT %00 P.M,

Ladies & Gentlemen,

Before proceeding"éﬁ the aubject of my talk “The
Malaya of the 1970's" let me this afternoon bid you
welcome to Singapore and at the same time allow me to
wish you all a most pleasant atay during your visit to

thie island,Republes.

The Singapore Tourist Promotion Board, I under-
atand, recommended me to you as an authority on the
subject of the Malaya, but I must hasten to assure you
that this estimation is certainiy an exaggeration in
as far as I am concerned because I feel that the: suthority
on any subject is zs yet to be. Things are never the same
in time, although they would appear to bo mo, and certainly
I would agree with the great Greek philosopher Demooritus
when he said that things were in a state of constant flux
and that they kept or changing in the course of time.

What was 2aid yesterday could prove to be obsolete to-day
and what I have to say about the Malays this afternoon
might become out-dated to-morrow, At any rate, Ladies &
Gentlemen, let me crave your indulgonce for the next hour
or 8o and hope that you will give me your attention, not
necesearily undivided, but all the same, I would need your
eritical appreciation as to what I have to say about my

people ~ their past, their present end their m‘e\'u‘c, zepiraticne

in this country.

In 1819 when this island wes acquired by 8ir Stamdford
Rafflee on behalf of the East India Company from the Sulten
of dohore, it %Mgmerally belicved that there were fewer
than two hundred people on the island. In 1824, when the
first censua was taken, there were then appmximbtely 4,600
Malays and 3,300 Chinese but from 1836 onwards, the Chinese
as an ethnic group began to out-number the indigenous
Malays, reinforced as they were by Javanese, Boyanese and
Bugls immigrants from Indonesia. To-day the populati of
the island approaches the 2,000,000 mark and of thi::%«’
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least three~-quarters are Chincse while ti.¢ rest are made

up of lialnys, Indiong, Buronicrs anid otbers, the Malays
forming the lergest of the minorily gruays. Be this as it
mey, you will rezlise in ihc cnuwrse of your stay here, if
rou Aae unot alrecady lmown of this befew¢ in your own read-
ing, that Singnpore, es 2 political cntity is made up of

a conglomcratiorn of divcrsc culturnl, racial, religious and‘
ethnic elcacnts - a result of tho ceutingencies of history .
end over which we hnd no direct contiol, _This lack of
racial, cultural cnd religinuc homogencity should not mis—
lced you into believing thot owrsociety is fregmented and
thet such diversitics of the eultural ond political land-
scape arc inimiccl towards the formaotion qf a nation, On
the contrary, these very diversitics have forced upon us

the reelisation that wo are all in this together - that we
live together in poece end harmeny or we perish together.

- It should not come =25 a surprise to you that though. the
population of theAsland is multi-raciel and should thcrefore
be expected tc face all the troubles cnd problems of such

a society, there 'never bcen any differences of opinion
in thgbast that aedliot been peacefully settled.

I hove been t0ld that when two differing social
organisations are brought irto contcet with each other,
voluntarily or otherwise, cc¢rtain influences would spread
from one to theother and thc strenger of any two of such
social groups would tcnd to cxert its influence on its
meaker counterpart. The stronger social unit hes less
difficalty in containing any chonges that may occur within
its ranks whecreas the wesker group is at = disadvantage in
that the influences of the stronger socicty would usuelly
create orpave the way forz cenflict of valnes withis: the
ranks of thc weaker one. This “ceulturction is a phenomensm
that should not bve strange to you but if you have ohserved
the ways of our people as perceptively as you could, you
would have seen that this acculturation, if it takes rlace
et all, is superficial and is insignificant. Perdipheral
acculturetion does not generate any serious conflict of .
velues within the ronks of the Malays, thougr perheps we ‘
do finé differcnces of opinicns heing cxpressed between
the younger set ond the older groups of lnlays but it is
interesting to note that thesc diffcrcnces thve never
assumed such violent rroportions as tc gencrate a. revolu-
tion in thinking acng the Laleys, This isnot to indice'te
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of course, that the lalays are afraid tc think, but it
does perhops show that they like to de so cnly within
the framework of the law rather then ~utside it.

Before proceeding further, it will, I hope, not be
out of place if I mentioned another phonomensmwhich I think
is unique onywherc in this world. I spcke just ncow about
acculturation btut I should 21so mention that in certain
circumstances, two or morgbulturcs right be equally

bzlanced, in a manncr of speiking, cnd cach possesses
certein basic and inherent queclitits and strength and
thercefore, a2s I had mentioncd earlier, contects are only
possible at periphcral points. Such, I think, is whet is
happening to beth Kalay and Chinesc cultures here and the
unique phenomonewthat I om referring to is precisely this
that betwecn the Chincse 2nd the licleys and between thoetwo
and other rceial groups in this stnte, there ecxists a

certain willingness to livctogcther - 2 kind of synmbicsis
which leads to the mutuel adventnge of all the racial groups
concerncd. You will obscrve that we here, do not live in
cultural isolation from each other, nor yet in culturel
integration with ench other, but in o symbiotically culturel
sccial synthesis or morc appreprintcely, we toleretc cach
othcrs® differcnces end we live, guided by a simple philo-
ecvhy - live and let live. ‘We hope to koep things this woy
for a long time to cume and I think I am not méking an undcr-
statcement if I aay that we Malays do not easily knuckle under
any philosophy that extols theiﬁﬁgggg of one race at the ex-
pense of another, ‘

Let me now proceed, 2s briefly as I can, tc give you
some account of the historiceal, social, religious and cultur-!
as well as the cconomic background of the Molays. It is of
course not possible for me to cover such large grounds with
any measure of comprechensivencss, but I do hopc that you
would,at thc cnd of it ell, have 2 fairer perspective when
you view thc Naleys against a back-drop of the complexitics
of thc South-ecst Asien setting.

The Historics]l Ba ound

Maley historics do cxist, but they unfortunately give
very little information on cvents before the beginning of thec
fifteenth ccntury. Anyway, we know that 4G South East Asia
hed been in some kind of cormereinl ccntacts with China and

the mejor trading ports of the indian Occan and we know that
28 & result of thesc intcractions, - political 2nd cultural
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pattern with distinctive fecturcs begen to emerge znd to
essune thc forns that became Familiar to the Buropecns
when they first canc to this rcgion in the sixteenth
century. At 2bcut the smme tine thot Cuincese culturel
influences began to penctrate scuthwerds, wcuth-cust Asin
wes bcgiﬁning to cstablish contzcts with rcgicns thet lsy
across’ the Indien Occan a§d Indizn influcnces begen to toke
roct emecng the peuiles cfsSvuth—cast Aciz ond nmueh loter,
these influences begon to supplent alaost 11 Chinese cul-
tural influences in thesc orces. The penetratiom of Indian
culturzl lifc into South-cest asiz has been the subjcet of
controversy varioue scholoars and is still so, es

fer cs I know, but what is intercsting to note is that,
Indian culturc has profound and lasting influence on the
lifc of thc peoples of these rcgions, though it did not
completely erndicate the indigecnous cultural life of South-
cast Asia, In thc ccurse of timec, -~.rising out of this
anzlgens of Indizn and South-~cast Asian culturcs! o new
culturzl syntheeis begen t¢ cmerge end though superficieslly
Indion, it beecame something quitc diffcrent from whet is to
bc scen in India proper .o-doy.

Indianiscd ferms of pelitical orsponisntions became
gstablished in South-cast dsie, =nd though these forms
have changcd somewhat in the duc processes of timé, their
essential chorncteristics s8till remain, o8 we can scc in the
political institutions of the nmalcy sultanates in the Fecé-
ercticn of Malaysia anow, and in Singaporc not toc leng zgo.

In the sixtcenth contury, which mnrked the arrival of
western influcnce on thc loeal scenc, Mzlocea emerged as the
most prominent of the lialay Stetcs. TPortugese rule in turm
gave wey tou Duteh rule nnd finclly the sritish begen to
establish their olitical and culturasl hegencny which ended
enly in 1957 with the cstoblishment of the Pederation of
Haléya. In 1963, the Peleratin of Maleysic, with Singapore
forming en intcgral politicel unit, wos formed but in 1965,
Singapore wes detached frem the Malaysion Federation and ghe
became inccpendent in August of that ycaor.

The Socizl, Cultural oné Leligicus structure of Lieley Socichy

Whenever we refer te the sceial and cultural structurc
of thc lialays, we orc €.ing so only in rofercnece t5 the
nodern Malays. It is not possihlec for me tc treet all agpcets
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of the cultural wnd social life of tho Haloys but I will try

to dwell on those facets that ~re of currcnt intercst and

form the subjcet of discussion avor the linloys themsclves,
When we spcak of culture, in £8 ro.r os the xlays are con-
cerned, we connot do sc in isclaticn.  bicley cultuye and

lizlay sceicl lifc connot ve divorced from the lluslim religica,
which is the religicn of the Maloys and which forms the bosiu
of Malay becliefs., The Islomic rciigin iskpivotal in that it
provides thc Maleys with the fraue of reference of their cva-
luetion of what they sce. - It influcnces their attitudes gna
plays perheps, the ncst éominant role in their lives, Ancther
inportant aspect is the langunge and to the ¥alays, the succesc
ox failure of meking their language cccepted s the lational

. Lengucge is cquated with their survival or disappescance as én
ethnic group. In Sinjajorc tc-cay Maley is the National Lan—
gusge whilc ot thce samc time it is also onc of the four officich
1anguagesvuscd. ’

Besides Islam and the lenguegc, ancthexr important aspcct
of Melay culturcl lifc is thc "edat" or customs. adet is o
way of lifc., It is traditional end coculd be said, in spite
of the ongleuchts# of cconomic firces, to be all-embracing in
its ramificeticns ~nd to break the "adat", for o Malay is
almost tantamcunt tc sacrilege. They holé to their “adet® so
sericusly that they wculd prcfcr to let their children perish
rather than thcir “acet™ J.t thc cnd of my talk efterinrds, I
would appreciete it if ycu would ask me ¢n any aspect of Mal:y
"zdet" appertaining to birth, <cath, narricge, superstiticns
end 80 on. This would facilitztce discussion which I hope
wculd lead you to & Ceeper uncerstanding of the Melays, cs I
think, it would be very difficult for mc to describe to you
what Malay beliefs cre thot lead to the cbscrvance of certoin
cercmonial ritecs when they bury their dcad, plant their padi,
leunch their beats and cppeese invisible spirits or when they
merry their suns ond drughters ond shnave off the heir of their
children, Various attocks in the past hove been made on certoin
obaclete aspcets, by nodern stenderde of liclay adat, and these
are still guing on now. The citadel of linlay adat seemcd to
have withstucd these cnsleuchts but 2t lcast one Maley writer
hes expresscé the cpinicn thet the structure is being under-
nined by the impsct of economic forues. ) '

The Maleys c.ould be s2id to be culturnlly homogeneous as
they all speak the Amley Longucge, follow the same ‘eligion,
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namely Islam, pcssess their own customs and beliefs znd es

fer &8 their pelitical conscicusncss goes, they are aware

of the fact thot they belong to a rather sizeable ccamunity -~
scmething like 120,000,000 spread thr-uchicut the isipnds of
Scuth-cast Asia. This awarencss of helonging to & large '
group of people pessessing cthnie, cdlturnl, 1iqguistic and e
rcligicus affinities have cnahled the drlnys, perhaps to
enjoy o scnsc of seourity, oven “housh you know, anc I know
and they Xncew that they are ceomcuidenlly depressed 28 o com-
mnunity. I oust, however, hosten to ~ssurc you that being
thus econonicolly disedventzoged has not ‘Qd the Malinys to
neglect this important questicn. ueny western visitors,
perticularly the so-czlled cxperts .n Scuth-east Asien affzirc,
have &ttributed this cconomic backwardncss to the fact that
the Malays, in contrast with the Chincsc, are bed buginessncn
. end that they arc nore prine to ecosy and graceful living.

They are indifferent tc wealth :nd ~re roatier overse to_£ﬁﬂﬂ"
anc¢ c:oneistent labour, This could bhe true of the Malays cf
some 40 years ago, but t.u-doy they nre kcenly awere of the
innunerabls odvantages *het are to be zecrued from 2 aore
favourable diffusicn of “he public wealth. They rcalise the
neening of & wcll-balanced ciucaticr ond the need for them
and their chillren to heve the tocls of mowliedge and the ce-
quigition of the ncccssery slills t. enable then to conpete
in the cpen with the other communitice in the labour market.
The Malays to-cay cvulc be found in the ranks of the skillcd
and seni-gkilled workers in elmsst zii ficlds of edministra=-

tion as well as in the public scetorc ¢f industry and comnmercc.

The Maloys were animists tuforc “hey becamé influenccd
by Hinduwiem 2né Islam, a8 aninists, everything, both animote
and inanimnte, has o semenget (soul) or penunyru (rusrdian
spirit). For cxample, the kalay weepsn, the Keris,. being
nade of steel, is supposed to possess cerizin megicel guali-
tics which have been infused intc it by the guardian spirit
of iron tc whom honegfe had previsusly beon paid through the
observance of prescribed ritos by the uckers of the Keris.
The podi has its own "senmangat" anc if the padi that is to be
uscC for the following® year's sowing is to¢ retsin its lifc-
force, the cars of the padi hove to be cut with a speciel
reaping knifeknownas the "tuzi'. This cunsists of a wooden
framework shaped like =2n arce snd in the outer centre of which
is inserted o blede. The underlyin;r icea in this is that
when the tuzi is us2d to cut the enrs of the pndi, the bi-dc,
being concesled, is thercfere not scen by the podi greins nd
conscquently the scemengct i49 net lost thriugh fricht at the
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sight of the stecl blade. Aninistic belicfs prevail ewn
to this day but its elcuents are being subtly blended into
Islom. The Muslin Mclay. of to-Gry, woull recite verses
from the Korn ot such cecrcnonies, when his ancestors weuld
utter nogic words 2t sugh ritucnls. I read cnce, hew in
Kuala Lumpur, the +-Corital, thousonds of pcople

visited 2 rceently - disacvercd spring the woter of which
was supposed to possess mireclc cures. Only it turncé out
thot this particular awegic wpring turncd cut to be a burst

water main!

The eninist knlay found it quite siaple to accept
Hinduism and Islamic mysticism becouse he himself had his
own rcpertoire of gpirits. Hindu inoamtaticns were used in
Malay ritucls anéﬁsanakrit e word "puja® is one thet is
constantly used to mecon the uttersnce of 2 pawang or an expert
in any art believed to hove the nccé for the use of magic,
In Kelentan to-doy, the cnnuwal festival cof “"puje pantai' on
the becch, attroets thousends of visitors. The ccremony marks
the opening of the fishing scason oftcr the north-~east monsoon.
It invokea the help of the gunrdian shirits of the sca for a
better catch during the fortheuning sezson zand for greater
safcty for thc fishcrnen. '

Islan is the principel religion of the preponderont
majority of the lLicleys., It teccome sc Ly the 15th century ond
tc-Cay it hos nssumed greatcr sifmificance, ot least in M=loy-
sia, where it is the state rcligion ~né the ding is in theory
hcad of the Islamic religiun., The modern Melay Gisplays a
varicty of cttitudes towards his religion and such attitudes
are more or lcus furtuitous dopending ou they are on the typc
of eCucation that o perticuler Melay hns., The English-educctcd
would appeer to find intellcctual plecaswre in discussing thc
various aspects of Islaw while his Kaloy-clucated or Arebic-
cducated ccunterpart weuld be morc risic in his observance of
the tenets of Islam, Generally, howcver, it is a very rarc
thing tc find an epestate cmong tle Knluys, for, nc matter
what his ecCuc>ticnal backgrounds nay %¢, he is ¢ssentially
e religiocus man ond to him, the pilgrimoge to the Holy city
of Mecce, is s.mething thot he 1suks forward to with love ond
revercnce, '

‘ delay netionalism cculd be said to be a post-war
phenomengn even thowrh notionlism had beeone 2 mctivating ané
wnifying factor before the cutbreck of thc Pacific war, The
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Indonesion noticnel struggle hod strong cavtional attractione
for the M:lays but Halay netionalism crystallised into Ce-
finite forms when the cencept of the kalayan Hhipn wes imposci
'upon them by the British iimedistoly =fter tho conclusion of
thc Pecific wer. It became the immedinte couse which unificd
the Malays undcer the le:Cershiy of the 1lutc Dato Onn., This
was much tc thc surprise of the British whe had alweys
thou;ht of the Minlaeys as o docilc and contented people, iclo:
political ewskening stinuizted the [rowth of the Maley Lon-
guzge and it was the nced to senc acmese pclitical ideas to
the people thot gave an odded impetus te the use of the linlo:
Lengunge. '

Thc molern Malay finds himsclf a2t the eentre of many
cross~currents. He is subjected tc the influences of modern
Islanic refornation which pulls him in one direction whilc

4
yet the fcrees of crtholdoxy restrains hiiz and keeps him rooted

to the ways of the tracitionalist. Nudernm education chellen:co
his 0ld way of lifc, his customs ~nd his bLeliefs., Tho sub-~
sistence econony that he hos been foamilizr with 2ll his lifc

is being underuined by thce ncccseity to scll his producc in o
money cconony. The Laluys feel o sensc of insceurity beceousc
of their econemic brckwordness and realisce ot the same time
that political fanaticisa or relicicus intolcerance has no

plece in the context of o multi-rocinl socicty. They scc

their advencencnt in co-cperaticn with the non-bnlays. ®he

1
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It is hcped that in the course of tiac, the Melays will succeced
in creating new ties end alignments =nd that they will think
in term of class rather then in rncial and religious terms.

Thenk you.
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