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® MBAROOED UNTIL 8.00 P.M. ON 15.3.70 o

" Speech by Inche Buang bin Omar Junid,
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Social
Affeirs, at the Police/Military Table Tecnnis
Pinals at Monk's Hill Secondary School on
Sunday, 15th March,1970 at 8.00 p.m,

The Police/Military Sports Promotion Committee begins ite
3rd year of promotion with the Table Tennis competition, Judging
from tonight's performance I am confident that with tho proper
coaching, guidance and encouragemcnt from the officiale and coachcs

. and with the perserverance and dedication by the competitors the

Republic need nct have to look far for its future champions, Ther:
is ample talent awaiting to be tapped within the uniformed services
and I am convinced that given the right training and the opportunity
for rogular competitions at home and abroad there is no rcason why

the standard of Table-Tonnis in our Republic cannot improve.

2. However, of late I have observed that some of our sportsmen
have not been too gentlcmanly in their conduct and behaviour on and
off the field and have drawn the criticisms cf our clders. This

is not what we expcct from truc sportsmen. Sportsmon are normally
admired and respocted because they oaxomplify high moral qualities 25
well as physical ability and as such it is most sheoking and dis-
gusting to loarn about sportsmun misc-nducting and misbehaviouring

on the field., I know I can depend on cur Spggtamon to boehave well,

3. Today, the world is facing a very important problem. The

true smateur Sportsmen is surcly and stcadily fighting a losing
bottle in thc modern world of semi—-professicnalism and professio-
nalism, It is mcst unfortunatc but unquestionably turc that com-
.petitors expect payment of some sort in crder to compete. The truc
spirit of sports for sports .sakc has been sadly sacrificed for
monctary geins., The amateur who participated for love of sport,

for joy of competition and for pride of excellonce has been ceclipsca
by paid pcerformers whose solu task it is to win at all cost bo it
by fair or foul meR@s. This is probably duc to over-emphasis on

the false pride end honour of being a cunquerer,

4. To-night'e Table-tennis finals botweenWCNmﬂ’ and

ﬂfn brings tc an end a scrics of matches played

amongst the four uniformed services for 1970. I am happy to notc )

2/= 4ee




that the Pelico/Military Table-tonnis tournamont is an annual
cumpetiticn and is cne of the fourtcen major games which hes

come to stay. It is my candid opinicn that the two years of
Police/Military Sports promoticn has h:en most fruitful, Ilany
potentinl athlctes have umerged and made their impact on the fi:l7
of sports. This auzurs wecll for the future of sports in 7encril

in the Republic.

Se I hopc that thosc who have taken part in to-night's
tournament will continuc to train hard aven if they have not won.
I sirongly bolieve that champions arc men who have gono through
the mill sc to speak and who would cventually reached their goal
through shecr hard work and perseverance. There is no easy way
nor any short cut to becoming a champion overnight. It takos
complote discipline, dedication and willingness to follow a proper
training programme that would eventually bring out the best in the
person and I am sure all participants to-night have played their

parts well,

6. I would alsc like tc take this opportunity to ccngratulate
the urganisers of to-night's finals for a job well done and to
remind all those involved in tonizht's show to keop up the work

end strive hard for better rosults,




