PRESS RELEASE:

SPEECH BY INCLE :QiD. GHAZALI ISHAIL,
POLITICAL 5BEuU:ETARY TO TiE LI“I-:RY

OF ELUCATION, AT TEE ChidESE NEW YEAR
AND HADY RAYA HiwI w1NER HELL BY THE
ALJULIGD, C.C.C. alii il.C. ON SaTURDAY,
28.2, 1010 AT 7.30 l.U. AT THB JOC SENG
CCLIITNTSY CENTRE, CH WIICH OCCASION THE
2RILE “IJIqT“R 15 THL GUEST-CF=-I{ONCUR.

To-night is a very special and memorable occasion
for us in the Al junied Constituency. This occasion is to
mark ithis year's Chinese New Year anc liari Raya Haji
Celebratiors and alse to murk the prescntation of cards
to members of the Citizens' Consultative Committee and
Hanagement Committee. Our Guest~of-Honour is none other
than Our bcloved Prime llinister, It is indced a great
honour to the Constituents of Aljunied and to their elected
Member of Parliament, thut thc Prime MNinister has :accepted
our invitation to be the Gucst-of-Honour and to give away
the membership cards to those appointcd in the C.C.C. and
¥.C.

I

Since the Primc linister's last vigit to this
Constitucncy, Singaporc his wiitnussed significant changes
“in the social, cconomic and pelitical litc o.f the people
of cur Republic. In 1903 wc became part ot ialaysia. In
1964 thc political climetice was hot with arguments contering
round tlhe Lulaysizn idaleysiu concept. In ‘ugust 1965, we
wecre separated from Malaysie and Singzpore bocame o s8ove-
reign stete. Bver sincc, Singaporc has nover ‘turned back
even once in despair, or rcgrect. "Forward;" has been our
motto, though thc advoncce hos not been cosily accomplished,

Decisions had to be mede sné @ick oncs too, They
were made and implemented to :lant in Singepore soil the
then tcnder sccdling of this Ropublie. Today we in Singa~
porc have achicved to 2 considereble degrec Nao tional Inte-
grotion - a sensc of loyalty to the Nation, 2 sense of
loyalty thut overrides all othcr Considerations. Our
younger generation, by and lerge, ne more iendz to.think
in tcrms of being "Halay", "Chinoesc" or Indi_ﬁ" but as
Singoporezns - a ncw orecd of Singaporeans, who may look
like “hlncsb. lialay or Indians, bdut are oricntated fully
and complctcly to Singapore. This idea would have been
laughed 2t by some, a decade ago. But todey we have
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achieved %this. The degrec of suceees in bringing ehout

this naticrel integration is the result of the ypelitical,
social ond ccononde poilicics Torwuletced and pursact by

our Govormacnt. Notionnl servieo has ceadributed to this,

So hast<hoe urbzn developmert progroimes,; the extra~curricular
activitics cuarricd out in schells, the cuccessful organise-
tion end running cf the C.C.C. :znd ...C. under thc guidance

of the H.Q. of the People's ascocintion, the mess campaipgns
end the mass participntion vwhich orc e feature of Singeapore
life, .

In this cur own constituency thoerce is greeter mass
perticipation in the effairs of the Govermacnt by all con-
cerned - the CoC.C.y the L.C., Busincssmen, Principels,
tcachers and pupils of thce schools and the Censtituents in
the arce. .11 cfforts nre made Lo detcet shortcomings and
tc reetify them ~t ground level itself. The citizens arc
becoming more mnd norce ewere of their responsibilitics to
the statc =nl cleceieu Government anu there is lcss talk
about privilures. The sensc oi belonging, of participation
and the self-cuniidence in pcople are norc noticeabic then
cver boeforc, We ore els., <winrc that the present level of
achicvement acs to b wointoiel snd laproved; the demo-
cretic sycster has to be upheld av thuet the bose ond edifice
we build .p todey shall not be destroyed by pelitieal
adventurcrs arientetcd to idcolegics which arce not suited
to this region., -

Ly constitusnts are cquadty avizre that the present leovel
of achicvement anu the climete of cunfidence that prevails in
our Republic arae the result of th- dynomice, pragiatic, cnthu-
siastic ~nd onlightened leadership of you iir. Prine Linister.
Our tircluzs c¢Pforts tuwards nation building will continue
unabated mnl we will clucete our youncoer zeneration to rise
to the ceccasion whern their tiae cones, =sngé we acpe that
Singapore will beccae the eentre oy sceialist heves through-
out Asia rmd Africa. :

Let ae 21l rededicetc cursclves to this task of nation-
building - this unique experiucnt .1 noulding the diversc,
migrant groups inte nc pe ple with cac Cestiny and -ne
identity.
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