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I am pleas:d to have been invited this morring to
declare open the specicl Leligious Course for Muslim Converts

sceduled to begin next weel.

With the introduction of this course, the Majlis

Usaina Islam Singapura has ypet takeﬁ}?nother step forward.
Since its inception L% years ago, it hus engaged itself;in

. several important welfarec activities designed to benefit our
{iuslim community. It is, therefore, befitting of the Hajlis /it
continues from time to time to win the support and confidence
of overceas Muslims just as our local Muslims have equally
manifested their appreciation and goodwill. The big sucsess
in the recent campaign to collect fitrah is a matter which we
ourselves cannot easily pass off without complimenting the
Liejlis. By its action, scholarships are being awarded to Ifuslim
students both at Prc-University end University level. 1% has
produced sermons for dclivary at the weckly Friday as ucll as
the annual Hari Raya congregaticns. Our mosques, suracus and
rcligious institutions can now turn to the Majlis for finauncial
aesistance. Religious talks and broadcasts are among otiewn
aspects of its functicans. The Majlis took firm action %o check
against the preaching of fals: doctrines in Kg. Paya. The time
is not far ahcad when a special course of Koran Reading and
Translation will be orzanisced. The activities of the ilajlis

have been so divorse that I am unablc to name them all.

This coursc is being introduced at tho right moment
bocausc no Muslim or_ cnivation has yet voluntcered to run such
clesses. Ve cannot say Just how many of these converts love
been properly assistud in their qucst for information oan Islam.
I fcel concerned if people should embrace Islam merely to be
able to marry. Oncc marriage had taken place they wcre ignored,
left to fend for themsolves ond drifted away not knowing what
Islam really was. It was duc to this unsatisfactory stuic of
offairs that the Majlis was compelled to enforce new rules for
the registration and supcrvision of converts as werc publiciscd

rceently.
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In future, cny Muslims converting non-Muslims to
Izizm must report such conversion at the Registry of Mullim
Huerriages not later timi a week from the date of such
conversion.  Sxpenscr incidental to his circumcision by 2
doctor following his conversion will be borne by the ifajli-.
In addition, he will be given financizl assistance of ,30/~
pur month for three wontihis znd free religious tuition at
this school. Conversion certificates will be issued only
when these converts heve satisfied the Majlis that they hove
truly acquired the bagic knowledge of Islam. These arc tic
zlaring changes which have been implemented ever since the
iicjlis has taken over tho powers for the rogistration of

convarts.

Pcrhaps when the Majlis has attained improved
fintncial standing, consideration can be given to assist ile
leos fortunate convorts to a better way of life. To achicve
tiais, carcful and dceteiled planning would have to be given by
members of the Majlis ot their future meotings so thot cvery

convert could bencfit from the wisdom of their action.

Fricnds:
It is my prayer that you will undeortake this courge

scriously and practisc the knowledge you have gained as long

as you live.

You arc fortunate because there is now a special
body to guide you and »rovide facilitics to you and those of

your friends who may boe interested in our religion.

Finally, may I take this opportunity to congr-tulate
the Majlis Uguma Islam Gingapura for their dedication of scervice

to the extent that success has come to be sceen and appreciated.

I fe.l certoin toat becausce of its dedicetion the
HMuslims of Singaporc will henccforth give their full and

spontaneous support to the Majlis.

I pray to Allah thzt He will shower His blessings
for the success of this course and constantly give His guidance

to our new converts.

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most horcirul,

I declarc open the special religious course for convorts.

Amcn.




