SPEECH OF MR. CAUA SIAN CHIN, MINISTER FOR HEALTH ‘n
AT E INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE YKEEP SINGAPORE

CL & MOSQUITO-FREE" CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE AT TEHE
EXHIBITION ROOM OF SINGAFORE CONFERENCE HALL, ON .
SATURDAY,  30TH AUGUST, 1969 AT 1130 HOURS

It is my pleasure to be able this morning to
1naugurl§e the Kational Campaign Committee which will p;an
and organzse the second mass health campaign undertaken by
Governneut ained at raising to higher levels the state of

publie heplth. in particular, the environmental health 1n

our Repub;ic. ' ,
"It is not neceasary for me to state that last

year's "Keep Singapore Clean" campaign has been ai extremely

successful campaign. The results are all there for you to

see. Our streets are cleaner, people generally do not
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litter nnd‘tﬁere is an aura of tidiness and cleanliness
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that is both refreéshing and stimulating. A1l this change
of attitude within a period of 12 months is a2 tribute toithe
ability ofgthe pe>ple of Singapore to accept a new eituat@on
and a challenge to an old oroblem. OQu: pPleces of work, ohr
factories, our lomnss, vur estates and s0 on, Are all better
and more pneasant places to live in; nealthier too for al}.
There should, however. be no wmiscoacep.iors aboﬁt
the moasure;or tae success of the last campaign and how :
&his succesgful result has been broughl 2bout. This succass
has been th? result of much hard work, organised planningJ
extrene per%ervance and consistent follow-up. The activai
participatiqn and sgupport of{ both private and public agenc&es
in ghe'many gctivities in connection with the last oanpaigﬁ
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created the public awareness needed to bring about this {

tranaformation.

The public awareness and education was further
supported by the extensive reorganisation within the
mviromentai Health Branch of the Public Health Division
“with the profision of an improved work force, better orgaﬁiked
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“‘removal service and. the proviaion of adeouate vehlculaf fleet
for public cleansing work. The passage cf the Environmental
Public Hbalth Act in last December followed up by firm
enforcemfnt of the provisions in this Act, io particular
Section f6 of the Act relating to uncleanliness in public
places, ?as served as a constant reminder to thoge, wham
educltio? alone would not suffice. The Destruction of
Disease-Bearing Insects Act passed last Year haa given new
teeth to: cope with the mosquito problem and will be rigorously

'

entorcedlafter the present campaign. :
Why then is the need for this campaign when last

year's campaign has been so successful and a change of &aye

has already bee:n created? This year's campaign is _necedsary

for two reasona. Firstly, it serves as a ~einforcement>of

the prima;y objoctives of the '"Keep Singapore Clean® caﬁpaxgn

and to move then to even better ard higuer standards.

Secondly. it has as its objective the bringing into tocub

a peraistant Public “ealth problem - the mosauito menano;
iSing&porg is a tropicai covniry ard given any ;

collectio% of water, one can be assured that Lhe breeding

of moaquitpes is an inevitable reavi:i. Moasquitoes do not

breed onlv‘in public places easily accessible to health ;

staff, Thpy breed in peaple's hemes and gardens, in thejr

backyards, work plnces and stores. The coatrol of mosqugtoes.

therefore, calls for a more exiensive npnrution. Enrorcement

teams vill‘have 0 visit homes and other prlvate premises

and ensure | that conditicns for the Propacgation of mosqultbes

do not exlgt. I would 1ike to emphaasise here that it is

not cncugh?to have clean public roads, clean d*ains angd

clean side{walks. These alone will not eliminate the E

mosquitoes. In fact, it must be considered that our realL

angd effecti%e control of the mosquito problem has yet tB
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come. It-i% for this reason that we have decided- to’ focus
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our attent@on this year on the mosquito menace. It is i
hoped tha% during the course of the campaign there will #e
stimulated an awareness to the sources of the moaquito ;
breeding and an awareness of how individuals can preventf
mosquito breeding from taking place. There are simple
precautions which every houscholder can take to ensure tbat
mosquito breeding docs not occur and thus, reduce the
ovcrall mésquito density markedly; these precautions we
will publicise during the month.

:I am also not unmindful that there are othér
najor responsibilities in the prevention of mesquito
breeding jhich are the responsibility of various public
authoritigs. Public drains need to be cleansed regularl?
and have to be xept in a good state of repair at all timhs
or they cyn constitute serious breeding places. If druiﬁage
is inadequate and not integrated tu mect the needs of a?
catchuent; excess water will find its own level and hreeﬁ
mosquitoc¢ there. Septic tanks nez2d rsgular supervision
and effective mainternance noi ouly from & seworage poinﬁ of
view but fror s mosquito-control vicewpolnt. Refuse
collectioms, scrap dumps, junk yards, all yprovide proliﬁic
sources of nosquito breeding that nave to be kept in chéck.
These have to bte tackled by public authorities by the
effectivejexerciae of their normal functlons. These are
just a sample of the varicd sources of nosquito problem.

. It iz the combined efiovts of what is donme bo#h
by the puﬁlic in private premises and what is done by pﬁblic
agencies in eniorcement ard m2intenance that will ensuré in

‘ ‘
the long run a mesquito-free Singavore. ‘

iCOntrary to popular belicf, mosquito breedinggis
no longePEJust a nuisance. It is tiue that malaria car%ied
by the Anopheles mosquito bas been cradicated from our main
island; conly a few local cases of malaria occur, mainli in

the outlying islands that are of indigenous origin.
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Last year, out of 396 cases reported to the Health authorities

under the Quarantine & Frevention of Disease Ordinance, some
18 cased could be regarded as indigenous origim. They do
not, however, constitute the major outbreak which were
isolated cases in different arecas. The Anti-Mosquito |
organisation spent approximately $14 million each year 'to
maintain vigilance against malaria.

More serious are the diseases which arse causad by,
what are”popularly_known as the nuisance mosquitoes. For
inatance; the incidence of denguc haemorrhagic fever last
year was‘848 cases with 18 deaths., The full incidencc of
the discase is not lmown as this diseasc is not notifiable
and its manifestations, I am told is such, that a number of
the more mild cases may pass off unrecognised.

In order to prepare for this phase of our kealth
programne, in May the former Anti-M-~rquitoc Department was
reorganised; the responsibility for ground operations has
been transferred to District Healtn OIficers and their !
field staff in tle same manrer a3 the resporsibvility for
publiic cleanslng and public ﬁealth.aork vvas handed vo
District Fzalth Officers last vear. 4 Vector Conircl &
Reseurch §ranch was establisncd from the former Vectox
Control Unit to provide the strong nucleus ot a staff
organieat;on to carry out intensive work on effective
nosquito contrrl techniques in the local context and develop
methods to provide the nscessary professional und technical
support f&r ground cperations.

I am pleased to note that Government Ministries,
Statutory Beards, private organisations who are present herve,
amcng themselves cover the entire population in one way or
another. They have comé forward to offer their support for
the campaign and to participate through their orgarnisations.

I need only add that the Ministry of Health will give all




the necstary technical and material support which has

already been indicated to you in separate group discussions.
Posters,. leaflets, stickers and such like are being prépared
for wide;distribution during the campaign month. Competitions
and othg? activities are being organised and group
participation at constituency level will also be organised.
In additior, the revival of the various competitioms héld
last year will stimulate interest in keeping places clean
and leadéto the development of a continuing interost in
health. EThc prize~giving ceremony for these competitions
will be ﬁeld st the conclusion of the campaign at the chd
of Octob;r.

~ In conclusion, I would like to state how very,
pleased Qhe Governnent is that there has been a wonderful
response .to the proposal to hold this campaign; I now
have muc@ pleasure in formally inavguratirg the Nationa;

Campaign Fomnittee.
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