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SPTECH 3Y IfR. WIE TONIT BOON, ACTING MI IST’JR FOR CULTUP.J,
AT THE OPENING OF THE 4RT & CRAFTS EXHILITION HELD IW
CONJUNCTIOY WITH THE SINGAPORE YOUTH FIOSTIVAL ON WEDNESDLL,
9%TH JULY, 1969, 4T 5.30 P.. 4T VICTORIA_*UEDRIAL HiLL.

The Art and Crafis Erhibition is one of tho many facofs of % -
Singapore Youth Festival 1969. This yoar's Youth Fostival is; of snecial
asignificancoe bacouro it is o corntribution by our youths to the nationewic
cclebrationg of tho 150th lnnivorsary of the founding of Sindapore.
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’l‘he youths of ‘today live in a Sin;apore which is altogethor .
a ifferont socloty from what it was in the carly days of the pioneer. T.o
Cirzapors of 'today is & vibrant society, o society vhich is t‘xrobbing_ uitl
now ideas, entering new dinensions ard woving to a new age of industry
technology. Attitm.os and habits formed by our forefathers who livod au
ocasy-going 1ifo onzowpaseed infheir commnnal ccnpartments have changod
and are changing. Today we find oursclves an indopeidort and sovcroign
Republic comzosed of pooplc who have come from difforent paris of isia
.mt/‘% cough the process of history find thonselves congregated tosether
and oharged with thoe roeponsibility and tho nismion to forwm a oohosiva ul
prorre:sive nations Every sirgle citizon vhatever his raeial oripin, i.ix
religious and cultural pursuit, has an equal soy in tho present and -
fature of hic country. Tho conmunal compartments of our for¢fathors Lave
chrunk with the advance of oducation and groator knowledgo whioh has oy
raw windows in our minda. Today, we are Singaporcons and the adults of
trhe future, that is the youths of today, arc tho torch—boarcrs whoso tnc-
will be to furthor strongthon the concopt of nation-hood — of onc nation
and of ono people whose differcnt cultursl and roligious pursuits would
bocouwe nothing more than differont acpects of national life,: Thoy ill
be responsiblo with their broader outlook and undorctanding of ‘their
crvironmens to develop a community that is at one, not only ir work and
at play, but also in its culturc-conocioucsnosse. 4 balanced pducation
pocke to turn our children into wholce individuals, who are alivo to all
aspacts of their onvironment and have the capacity to recpond positively
to thems It also secke to dovelop all their talents and potpnticlitics,
vo that as adults thoy muy attain o senso of fulfilmont and n‘mho tho
tighost ocontributions within thoir mcans to thoir follow oltisona.
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Tae dovelopmont of ard and crafts is one of the moans by which
the multi-racial aspect of oughational lifo can bo made tanq:'.blc. it
is importo.m; to ensuroc that art oontinues to flourish cvan m an age
- scicnco and ;too]malogy aro so much in the ascondant in the pvcn of
Laaon boin&o,. Lifo without art rcduces human beings to o lorvol that in
hardly indictinguishable from tho vory lowest forms of lifo. art
expresscs thio vory highest ideals and thoughts which only human beings
are capablo pf. It gatisfies theoir longing for boauty aud oxprosuion

of thoir innermosts thoughts and foolings.
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This Fostival of 4rt and Crafts is a nanifostation of tho cra:.tiu: ;
ané -aocg uhet:l.c dovolopmont of our youths. It displays their ;i.nnate abillit-
to respond creatively to warious stimuli, oxploiting thoir nptural tondu. ©
to oxpress thomselves about our life and our onvirdamont :md; to appreois’ e
th2ing8  around theme This would holp them, as future eitizojna, to noke
ccustruotive’ contributionn porsohally and socially towards a botter and
nora rowa.rdi;"*.@ life. It would also provido them an 'autidoto( for tho

prosoures of' day-to-day living.
I an barticulo.rly ploguod that tho wholo Exhibition 19 built around
tho thome of! "What Singapore meanc to mo". In my viow this thomo pecriro;y
moct appropriitoly tho relo of our youths in building a pro.groauivo and
rrcuporous fature for Singaporo. It is, thorefore, with grop.t plcacuro

“that I dcclato this Exhibition opon.
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