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SPEECE BY MR, LIM KIM SAN, MINISTER FOR DEFENCE,
. AT THEE ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE AT JALAN BESAR

STADITM ON 1ST JULY, 1969, AT 6,00 P.M,

Today, July the lst, 1969, is a significant day
in the history of our Ammed Forces. Since we started two
years ago to build up an effective defence force, no time
was wasted in false hopes and idle dreams about our security.
Whether we like it or not we have had to build up our own
Armed Forces. All our energics zre therefore directed ingo
this and we have little time and resources for pomp and
splondour, The cmphasis is on tough and rugged training and
high stancards of performance and today the SAF has the
reputatior. of being a dedicated, disciplined, and efficicnt
force witl. o strong corps of officorsg end men gho areo
cooamitted to the nation's cause and equippcd with the skills,
the stamira and the vherewithal which makos a good defance
force. Ard so in our ovm way we have built special
charecturistics in the Singapore Ammed Forces which will

becom. part of our doctrine and tradition,
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Up(m tha concopt of the citizons' Ammed Forces and the
policy qf maxrisum solf-reliance, we consciouely anchor our: hopoa
and effqrt tolay. It is mpon the shoulders of all of youl'thu.t

we placd the hopes of our nation. Ve are confronted with

vk ond
problems 1of eush urgency end magnitudo 4hed those who felter end
those vhq are wnsure or lack imner convioction, will have noi place -

in what.we attompt to do.

.~ Our Ration expoots all of us to meko our personal
oontﬁ.tn;ntion towards the seourity and woll-being of our fallow
citisent. "me prosentation of the SAF Flog for the £1rst timo
todey to thc jrd Battalion of the Singapore Infantxy Hagiment
is mbqlio of the trust the Nation has placed upon the Ammed
Foroes,i end it is with foclings of prido and honour that I
find waelf hero this evening rcviewing the Maxch Past of | tho
var:i.oun ocontingents who will serve under this common Flag of )
the Singnpom Armed Forccs. Thie Flag will from thie day’on be
a foco.l; poin’ of our loyalty to the Republic's Ameed Forcéa. ‘
It is your duty to honour your Flag and in doing so t0 mnev
and angnont rour devotion to both thc Flog and the lrmed I‘oma.
Lot no porvisomen over forget what the SiF Flag stands for end
a8 vie pm:ado beforc the Fleg, wo give our pledge to tho Hc.tion
that wq will bo ever rcody to dofond it. On this day, a.a wo
ma.ffim our commitment to thce Singapore Amed Forces vuth a
ren.cwod unity of spirit, I am confident that all of you who are

gathomd horo this ovening will carry this spirit roma.ld. to

the tu’nro. |




