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foy Culture, at tho oponing of Fostival of

Bobks at the Victoria Memorial Hzll, on 14th
June, 1969, at 10 a.m.

It; gives mo great pleasure to be hore this morning, to
daclaro opon the Fostival of Books organiscd by the Naotional Book
Doevelopment COunc:l.l_ of Singapcro... The Council was formally insuguratoed
in Fobruary 1969 with the oijeo‘t of promoting roading consgiousncss
amongst tho poaplo of Singapore and of working out solutions to tko
problems of thq Singapore book world., I am glad to note that the
CQuncil has wasted no time in getting down to worik right avay nnd. has
mado this Postival of Dooks ite first major projoot in ite ﬂrqt Yyoar
of existanoc. o S

Tho thoma of the Restival is & deceptively simplo cnc.
It is READ MORE BOOKS. This is 3 thome that noods to ovokeo a gesponse
in overy man, woman or child in Bmsapoi’e, for cwaxy single poxson can
gsin from it. ‘For the young ohild in partioulsar, the rcading of books
storts him-on 3 wonderful voyage of dievovary - discovery of the physiocal
world around.him,.dicsovory vfihimeolf and cf his rolatiomship ito all
tkose. It is m'wondor that our youngor childron aro the omos who flock
tc tho National Library in their hundreds and thousands, lurod, not by
the Pied Pipor of Hamolin, but by tho splendid variety of children's
books that thoy can onjoy to thair koart's dalight. o

It ’is a matter of muoh\ pocrot that thian initiel ontilusiasm
for rgndine ganprally wanos ge tho child grows clder. Fuxr the. child oy
student ot school, the reading of bocks may appear to be an altogether
too fpmilisr drudgory. Yot tho older child nocds bocks as rauch! as, if
not moro, than tho younger one. He noods t0 road not only to méko him
a bettor studont, or popular with his toachor, or susoessful m;hia
exsminations. He neods to road widely in order that ho can stretch his
mind, stir hie imcgination, develop his sonsibilitics, and prepare himeolr
for his adult 1ifo as o citlzon, workor and paront. i

And so wo come to tho a.dulte. Propccupiod with tho businm,,g
of raising o fapily, doing well in a job, succooding in a oaroe;-, tha
adults aro tho onos mout likoly to say that thoy havo neither tho tima
. mor the neod for books in thoix 1ives. Yot pooplo vill alwoys \#uka
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time availablo for what thoy feol to be truly important in thoir lives.
4nd books and roading do hove a vital role, in the first place, in
assisting us to do bottor in our woxk, to be more productive, more
officiont, more skilled. Last week a Sunday nowspaper told the succosn
story of a young farmer, who started o tiny poultry farm at the age

of 16 and now has a flourishing business. What started him pff on

bis road to sucoess? IHo sot about renlin:: - roading all he could ahout
poultry forming, learning about modern mothods of poultry mapagemont,
about poultry disoases, about poultry broeding - and of course, intelli-
gontly and diligently putting into effoct what he loarnod from his .
;-oading. Sugh an inepiring success sdory can be ropeated many times
ovor and deservos emulation by others fixed with similar amditions

to improve in theoir jobs, proufessions, oxr businecss.

Beading is relovant not only to the scholar wrking on a
now interprotation of history. or to the scientist at work in his .
laporatory; it is also relevant to the manufacturer in soarch of ncw
maxkets, to the traie unionist aorcss the nogotiating table, .to tha
engineor desicning & new bYridge and to tho housowifo plarm;lné moala
for hor family.

i

Raading mokes o special contribution towards owr hindor-
standing of the world and its peoplos. Reading oan help to Gispol
ignoranoo, prejudico, fear, and hostility towards those whosa customs
ard beliefs diffor fron 6u.1:a, Waogo iznguage may be unknown to us,
whogo ekin may not be the same oolour as ours. In our own nultiracizi
nocjoty, roadinc can help towards a broaking down of such barriers
am.ngst difforent ethnic groups, to the growth of mﬁorstmdihg, which
lca.d.a to tolo::mco and outusl harmony, to a roalization of common
valuos and a comnon pride as Singaporvans.

The theme of the Festival of Books is & theme partioularly
appropriote %o the 150th Anniversary of Singapore's founding Whioh the
‘Feptival also colohratos. In ordor to transform our society ginto a
nodem, woll-organised, disciplined and Andustrialised gocloty, we nced
Singaporoans of a now breed - Sincaporcans who arc woll—intomod, alert
and adaptable to change, and whe arc always willing to learn more.
It is thoso qualitios tkat reading can help to instil in Singb.p“re&na,
whother ycund or old, and which will help Singapore rlourish ;n tho
- future. - i

It is my hope that his Fostival will genarate more"onthusiaum

and provide the impetus to the pullic to road more books, use! ‘more
librarios and buy more beoks.
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