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Address by Mr. Wee Toon Boon, Acting Ministey for
Culture, at tho Vesak Day Celgbration held at the N
Victoria Momorial Hall on Friday, 30th W, 1969, $

at 3,15 p.m.

Iam wiery happy to join you today in your celobrations of this
auspicious day. This yoar's Vosak Duy colebrations are all the noro
auspicious beoocause it is also tho 150th Anniversary of Singaporc.

Vosak Day ia dodioatod to tho memory of tho great Buddha who
give to the world a losncy of compassion, love and tolorance. His mosar;e
and teachings arc of uiiversal application. Thoy have bocome to millicn::
tho light that londs to self-sacrificing and dodicated sorvico in tuc
cause of human happiness.

The 150th Amniversary of Singajsre firds our pooplec carrying }
on with the traditions of their foroefathors with the same faith ard with i
the same dedioation in the same knowlodge that tho path towards tho future
is not easy, but that with faith in rightoousncss wo can achiove what wo ;
have sot out to do. 'Wo, in Singapore, are a vory fortunate people, for
we are the inboritors of the cldest culturocs in the world. History and
goography havoe brought togethor people of difforent roligious faiths
and cultures who have jointly built up Singapore from a swampy wastoland to
the modorn metropolis that it is todays. Our inhoritance still romains
with us, and will continue to remain in the futuro. The various fostivals
that tako place every yoar refloct tho fact that wo live in a froo socicty
where every faith and religion has an equal placoe. The desigr of tho
places of worship thomsolves indicatos ihé diversity of art and culturc
which oxist side by side, oach with ite distinotive philosgphios, Uit
all bound togethor in the common czuse of rightoousness and human good
which in turn roinforcos the moral fibre of our pooplo.

411 that is good and great in life have boon achieved by the
faith of Mon in himself, by what ho bolicvos is right and propor, by what *
he belicvoes will load %o progress ,and happiness. The world today is
differecnt from what it was over 2\,500 Years ago. Scioenoe has qué it
Possiblo for mankind to bdenofit in a gyriad ways. Today mystorice that
had defied Man proviously are being solved and grecat advancoes in kncwledge
are taking place. Those have been made possible becausoe the faith of Man
in himself and his fellow-mon ocontinuas to givo him tho courage to tread
into the unknown in a bid to gain kmowladge which ean be used ror tho -
bottermont of society. | S
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Wo, in 8ingapore, teday are building an covnomic amd
sooial baso that will Yring to tho’ poople of Singapore progross
axd happiness.s For thie we muat have faith in oursolves and in '
all that we blicve in. All Singaporeans, whatovor thoir
roligious calling might bo, havo tho common task of onsuring that
Singaporots mturo history is ochartod on tho abiding faith of its
poople, on thoir firm beliof that progross spolls hnpplnons and

i contentmont.
- g May I, in oonclusion, wish all Buldhists o very hapoy
. Vosak. '
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