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BPEECH BY MR. WEE TOON BOON, AG. MINISTER FOR
CULTURE, AT THE OPENING OF THE EXMIBITION OF /r
CH CONTEMPORARY TAPESTHRIES AT TEE SINGAPORS -

wRHCE HALL ON THURSDAY 15.5.69 AT 5.30 P.M.

| 1 .
Wo livo today in a world of great sciomtifio advancos
which havp brought nmankind unprocccdonted bonefits but which at tho
aamo,tinolcontain tho soods of ovil and pain, In agpite of tho - _

rogress  that aankind has mado thero ig_still nuch dorstandi.
gndgggnsipn anl much of thoso sten roaily fron” tho Eigggroggos inng

qnafons and idoas, difforoncoe in woalth and cconomic growth. It
thoroforo: bocomos all tho more important for us to loarn all what wo

can about!tho s>thor pooplos that make up the world and thero is no
‘,ﬁottgr way of loing it than through music and art and goionoo, whioch
havo no_p§11t1051 or gougraphical boundarios just as aunphino and rain

have nonc, Wisdonm and knbwlodgo aro not the presorve of pny particular ,
country b?cauua ovory couniry hac givon sowething to tho sum of artistic
ozprossib# which has contributoed to greator wisdon, tolorance and
undorstanaing.
Tho artiet tolls us vwhat he thinke or feols in the language of
"golour an‘ form. He wants othors to sharo his joy or gr?of, his lovo
or dospair. Ho attompts tuv toll us nmoro about the world and the poople
in it. H§ havo to road and understand the language that ho oxprossoe in
colours, picturos or music so that wo will find ocursolves, communicating
with his thoughts and foolings. It is thorefcro a privilego to have
this opporfunity to anjoy and -pppraciato tho artistic offorts of
intornati&nal calibro at this Fronch Tapostry Exhibition whore the works
of 16 unli-known contonporary Fronoh artists havo boon assonblod.
Tﬁo etory of Singoporo sinco its founding in 1819. has boon
onc of niérant oonnunitiocs, and thus intornational influorcos havo
'oontributod, and arolstill contributing, to its wvarious facets of Qoveloi-
ment, The 150th Anni%orsary of the founding of modorn Singapore
symbolisos difforont things to difforont poopla, and alsc a whole
varioty of thinge to tlhio same people. Indoed it symbolisos what
' Singaporo‘owos to intcrnational influcnces for its growth and dovolopment.
Though Singapore today is a humning, thriving and dynamic nation,
its cultuial attainmont has not boon as substantial as it should bo.
Thore still ronains rouvm and scopo for improsvomont. Trore should be
adequate ?roativo rower to ostablish Singajore as an intornational
ehntro fo* tho arts. In as nuch as it occupios a contral and importent
position in trado, industry and tourism in thie rogion, it should alsc ° 2
synonymous with intornational cultural activiiy that oxorts and will
oontinuo jo oxort a harmonisiagz influonco. This oxeiting oxhibition
should sorvo to stimulato Singaporo artists 4o grostor effort. Tho nas:
of tho poaplo nust of their own froc will go forward to share tho
oomnunicaﬁion that good art will offer and providos and thoy will do
B0 unly whon it is rolevant tc their ways of lifo.




is oxhibition

Asian, sﬁnoo the work of mactors in all stylos and medin hac aluays
tha ring of truth and honogaty that distinguishes tho gonuine from the
falao, + o crcutivo from the artificial, so that wo can énrich

" oursoelvo sriritually and acsthotically ird what would othorwiso bo a
drab and ! forbiddin,s woxrld,

ﬂb arc indoed gratoful tc tho Fronok Guvornmont for making
‘availabld thie fino Exhibition to the pesple of Singapore and I have

nc doubt:that it is a preclude to many othor oxhibitions of tho sane
“"high standard that will follow in duc courso.

1 have now groat ploasurc. o doclaro this Exhibition opon.
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