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ME, WEE TOON BOON, AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING
- OF THE 20TH INTERNATIONAL SALOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
OF SATURDAY, MAY 3RD , 1969, AT 5,00 P.M, AT
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY,

I an happy to be hero this aftcrnoon at this oxhibition
which is the 20tk in tho sorios of Intcrnational 8alons hold in
Singaporo by tho Photographic Soccioty of Singaporo. I must
congratulato tho Socioty for tho carnoptncss with which it is
promoting thc causc of photography in tho Ropublioc.

'I'ho usos of photography in tho world of today arc legion,

It has eorvqﬁ the ocausc not only of the amaturc photographor but
aloo of oomq‘oroo in tho fiold of advortising, of pictorial
documontatian, of tho motion pioturo industry and of scionco.

Phqtography onadblos man tc¢ reccord, intorprot and mako
_dmagos of'th;o 1lifo 2o livos basod on tho roality of Lis oxistonce,

Tho photographor is also an artist in tlo scnsc thet it is ho who
dotorninos tho tcpo, shapo, dotall and toxturce of tho living imago
ho wigkos to capturo. FPhotograpls prosont a narvollously accuxate
pioctorial rocord of our ago - its pagoantry, its disastors, ita
poersonalitios and the innumorable passing incidonts that are the
vory stuff o':t‘ which our lifo is mado. What words cannot describo
adoquately, howovor skilfully thoy arc usod, tho pictorial image
translatos into moaningful slapce what words attonpt to desoribe.

Photogrephy 18 onc of the must offcctive of modorn ways tu
rooord ourront history which oan be prosorvad for postority. I
suggost that in & country like Singapore whore vast changes arae taiin,
placo, piotorial rocords of those changos should bo made more and
more so that our history can bo rcad through thom. It would bo
usoful thorofore if moro onmphasis is laid by our local photd.gmphora
to capturo the ckangirg noods and aspirations of our pooplo who arc
ondoavouring. to tuild a nation that is strong and viablo. ’I.'hoéo
ploturvs will roveal to the world not only tho colcurful dosign of -
"\ axiatonco in our multi-racial Ropublic but also tko ocourso along wlhich

bkistory ic taking us into tho futuro. They will prove imnonscly ugoti?
Lto Singaporo particularly in tke oc . nomic and cultural sphoros.
} To finc prints displayod koro show unnistakably the oroatiin:
artistry of phot.craphors and it is tliereforc with greet plomsuro tl:as
4 déclaxjo thin Salon opon. ;
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