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SPFECH BY MR. WEE TOONW BOON MINISTER or GTATG (DEFEINCE) AT THE
PASSING OUT CEREIONY OF TIE FIRST ENGINEERS AD DIMOLITION
CO:DMANDERS COURSE AT BLAKAIG MATT O FRI'Y 23RD AUGUST, 1968

In the short space of tlzree years since we became an independent
and sovereign nation, we have built up our Axmed Forces with commendable
speed without sacrificing quality. Though our Armed Forces cannot be vexy

@ laxge in nunbers as compared. with bigger countries, we are, however, not
banking on just numeriocal strength but on the quality and calibre of ouxr
citizens who comprisc tho defenco amm of the Repudblic, Tho lst Engincoers

" end Damolition Commanders course organised by the Singapore Armmed Forces
$ekes us another stop forword in the building of a compoct and self-contained
‘ force, The training that mombers of our Armcd Forccs reccive is sacond to
. nono in the world. They build up in our poople not only the sl:ills that a
goldior must posscss dbut also quelitica cf cheaxacter, courage and conviction
that together shape tha true soldier and citizon of our country.

As officors and scnior NCOs who provide the loadorship to the rank
and file your rosponsibilitiea oro hcavy. 4As leoders of men you should be
ablo to infusec and instil into your men a high scnse of discipline and
character, loyelty ond dovotion to the cause of the nation end courage in the
fiold of battlo, Tho most cnduring quality of an individunl or o poople is
Lis or their charceter. It is unlike fanc, populority or riches which dim
cnd discppear in history's cauldron; the truc choractor of the people which
ies sym’boliéed by couragu, conviction, loyclty cnd devotion will be cnshrined
in the portals of histoxy, as pooterity's indelible Judgoment.

The coursc in Engincoring and Demolition which you have undergone
and completed will now cnable you to diascharge your dutics and rcs_ponsibilitios
to the Singopore Armed Forces cnd the notion proficicntly. Your groatest
reoponaibility would however be o3 instructors to sur notionnl sorvicemen
bocmuse on you will dovolve the responsibility of shaping then not only
into officiont ond disciplincd militoxy mon but nlao as rcsponsible
citizons who, with the training that they have received nd the skills that
they heve developed, will be able to contribute offcctively in the task of
building o strong ond virile notion. The impoet that national gervice will
have on our youths will he tremendous for cquipped with skills ond
discipline, thoy will ploy o most importont role in reshaping and revitalising
our socicty; they will constitute the breed of new citizens who will consgtitutc
the now Singoapore that is fast taking shape befurc us.

I congratulatc all those who hzve successfully ccmpletod this first
course ond I havo no doubt that thoy will discharge their dutics rosponsibly
and that their porformoncoe will moro than exceed our cxpectotions.




