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TEXT OF SPEECH BY THE MINISTER  Ff STATE FOR DEFENCE,
MR. VEE TOON BOON, AT THE NTUC C IVAL A a

T PARK ON_SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, AT 5 PoN.

I am extremely pleased to bc here this avening to join you all
in your celebration of our National Day.

Three years have passod since we became an independent end
govereign State. The prophots of doom predicted that Singaporo would
disintegrate as it had no loys to stand on as an independeont nation,

‘ But in these three years we h.vo shown that we are a people with courage
and conviotion and imbuod with the gpirit to face all the challonges
and problems that arise. Indood, the last three ysars had seon
groat progregs -—— progress whioh has outstripped even the pro-
indopendent years. .

The fourth year of owr indopendence, however, ushers in an ora
of »roblema of unprecedontod mognitude as a result of the proposal by
the British tc withdraw thodr forces by 1971. These problems cannot
bo loft alone dbut they must bo tackled, if we are to maintain not only
our present rato of progress but aleo to ensure that we oreate the
nooessary favourable conditicns to cmsure our continued economic
dovolopment, encourage foroiyn invostors to comoe in to set up more
industries and oreate much-ncodod eﬁployment opportunitiocs for our
poonle.

In the oontext of the situation that is faet devoloping bofore
us, the role of latour in tho task of eaonomio oconstruction takos
on a new oolour and it is to bo lagting credit of the NTUC that it
bas given its whole~hoarted support to the new labour legislaticn
that was recently passod by Parliament and whioh today ie alrondy law.
This is a clear indication that the NTUC which represents the donoorstio
trade union movement in Sin:avoro has replaced sectional interosts with
tho national intercsts which ovorrides everything olse.

Thie earnival which is hcld today is a manifestation of tho faot
that in celebréting this yoar!s Natiunal Day, the NTUC is furthor
idontifying itself with the nation and its multi-racial peoplo whose
future depends a great deal on tho productive performance and oontri-
bution of labour, which in turn will engender confidence and progress.

I am sure that at this carnival the workers whilst enjoying
thomselves will also bear in mind that future onjoyment of this type
will depend a great deal onm what wo all can achieve.

I am extremely pleasod now to declare this carnival open.

AUQUST 17, 1968. . (Time issued: 1500 hours)




