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, S12itAPORB GOVERNMENT PitSS_STATEMENT

SPEECH DELIVZRED 3Y THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRUT.RY TO MINISTER
FOR CULTUiE, IUCHE SHAARI TADIN AT THE MONK'S HILL SECONDARY
SCHOOL'S ANNUAL SFEECH 4AND PRIZE~GIVING DAY ON 1,8.68 4T 19,00 L.IT.

TMBARGOED UNTIiL AFTER DELIVERY: 1ST AUGUST 1968 AT 10,00 A.M.) -

I am very happy to be able to attend your nnngal priza-giy%ég JV~f i
day. o S
Your principal has just outlincd the year's aohiévomen#a in tho
gpurting and scholastic arena. These ashisvoments have no doubt bedp
matehod by the acquisition ~f tolerant values and attitudes not only by
moans of the suoial scicince subjects but also by actual: contaot in the
gports field, such as only an integrated school like yours ocan achiove

with maximum impoodt.

Therefore, I will speak on the new cducational system tQut ig %o
o reshaped and recreated frem the prosent systom. This subjeot which has
lately roceived sc much coverage in the loeal pross is one which you shovll

rat to know as intimately and well as possible.

The Gevernment!s decision 4o halt the building of any mqre_gcadomic
socondary schools is a natural consequence of its lroad plan for strengtheaing
technical and vocationnal education. Accordingly the Technical Education

Dopartment of the Ministry of Bducation was creatod. Thus with ;mmédiato

offect thore will be a frooze on the number of acalemio eecondar& places,

Later on, when the new systom rcquiring all secondery pupils t: take
tochnical and voecaitional subjects for two yoars will have been in force

long enough for an evaluaticn tc be made, some cxisting academic secondary

schools will probably have to be converted into tcehnical and vocational
institutions. This, together with the construction ©f new nun-academic

séh@ols, wi11 enable the Government to gradually “ut ccmpletely correct

the present overwhelming imbalance in the educaticnzl system.

There are now unly 18,000 pupils in technical and vocatiunal
schools cunpared with 144,000 in the academic streum, that is, in the
wation of 1 to 8. It should perhaps in fact be the other way about. Wil
the white collar job market ccmpletely saturated, and with plans for
Industrialisation correlated to the availability f many m:re werkers
vith blue ccllar skills, it is vital that this disiprcopurti:n should be
»apidly eliminated. This radical change cann>t e ~eccomplished by mere
Aanipulati.n ¢f classrocm places. Teichers must alsc be available in tho

. cerrect proportions. The reductivn of academic enrclments and the expansion

of technical and voe:ti:nal enrciments must be accompanied by a programmo

of te:cﬁer;retraining. It is obvious that much remains to do done.
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When the plan is completely inrlemented, an~ther dimensicn will
nove teen added tu cur educ~tional systen. IHithert., we have been using
alueniicn as an instrument of social transformation, particulerly in the
e cfiahs;iline sucial qonscivusness and natioral loyelty. This ie the
oy t.ings should be. But this Will not go far emcugh to meet the needs
¢ s~cial modernisiti:n. Considering that the Republic sponds some $151
1:3124ion eaoh year on education, from this massive invoatmont must therofore

¢ . nsre ovncrote dividends.

This drastio change in the educational structure is an attempd to

gowclate vur O.N.P. with educ-ticn which calls fer the type ¢f education

%..2% imparts industrial skille and expertise, not. merely the "genteel'
puhccts which thecugh indisponsable for graceful living, aro inadequate
Lo “iomselves in our rapidly industrialised svolety, anl certainly

inceoo:le of being the pass~port to the lucrative whitc c:llar job that

+4 uge? to be in the pro-industrialisation era.

This switoh tu technical and vooestivnal education cn a magsive
zenlo is to be socon 28 part and parcol of the othoer long-torm adjustments
tc Covernment is making in the aceial, cultural, oducational and other
~:s12 ¢ infuse osur p.pulation with new ideas and values ec as to enable

aw to cope adequately with the problem of sxistenco ir: the ultra-modern
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May I congratulate tho prize-winners on the splondid perfiurmance,
o wpe that they and those wh> have n.t won any prizes today tc continue

e iia

%o peok and strive in the claesroom as well as in the sports field.
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