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TEXT OF SPEECH BY TUE MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFFNCE, MR.

HEE TOON BOON, AT THE PASSING-OUT PARADE OF THE FIRST BATCH
OF VIGILANTE CORPS NATIOUAL SERVICEMEN AT THE POLICE TRALNING
SCHOOL, THOMSON ROAD, ON SUNDAY, MARCH 31, AT 4.45 P.M.

I am very pleased this evening to inspect the first batch of
Vigilante Cbrps members called up for training under the National
Scrvice aAct. TYou were enlisted in September last year and in a
short period of six months you have completed basic training. The
Vigilante Corps was organiced by the people in 1964 of their own
volition when the country was troubled by racial chaos and sabotage
dwring the period of Indonesiwn confrontation. The Corps offered much

ascictanoce to the police to maintain law and order.

Cur country, Singapore, is vigorous and energetic, tho peopld are

hord-working, intelligent and are not afraid of any difficulties or
hexdships. These qualities in our people have been praised by
Torcigners. Nevertheless, Singapore is a newly independent country
and its historioal background and social conditions are coloured very
croatly by its colonial past. In the context of our independence
it hos become necessary for us to change our outlook and to overcome
shcrtoomings which history has bestowed upon us. There is a lack of
2 cense of balonging and covhosion amongest our people. Our forefathers
ocno to this country primarily for the purpose of earning money. They
roniincd isolated with a lack of communal scneey they were indifferent
%o the situation around and showed no concern at all about the
difliculties and problems of their fellowmen and of the country. With
our independcnce there is a preceptible change of attitude but tkrers
8till remains the great task of fostering 8 sense of belenging and
ochegion so necessary in a young multi-racizl society. Thore is evidence,
Lowcver, that the younger generation has developed a new outlook but
this outlock is to be reinforced by greater civic concciousness if we
are to develop into a disoiplined socieoty, with mutual undorstanding
aid tolerance amongst our people of various rncial origins. Nation-
building demands that we overcome our shortcomings and change our
attitude to think of ourselves primarily as Singaporemns as the common
bond that unites all our citizens.

The training programme for the Vigilanto Corps was demigned with
frect cere with the basic objective of instilling into our Young men
qualitios whioh are necessary to help them to contribut6 effeotively
in the great task of nation-building. The training programme comprised

three mun elements namely physical training, general knowledge and civics.

Strong healthy bodies are undoubtedly cssential, for physically-fit
pcrsons are better equipped to withstand the stresses and strains of life.
Hotivities such as camping, big walll, swimming and various other outdoor

activities have ....2/-
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activities have been organised for you. MWare participation in these
aovivities is insurficient, what is more important is the dissipline
and thoe sportsmanship that they build up in you, for these qualities
benefit you as a eitizen and through your work your fellow citizens.
You have also learned the fundamentals of clementary law and first

aid; in short the training that you have received has armed you with

qualities that will make you the type of citizens that our gountry requir. ..

ilowover, though a robust body and basic elementary knowlodge will help
you in your task of nation-building, they will become barren and

inefloctive if civic comsciousness is not developed at the same time. .

Within the fold of civics arec cmbedded cortain basic and vital principles
without whié.h we might turn into instruments of destruotion xrather
than instruments of construction. We must know and love our country
swhich in turh means that we must be tolerant and understanding, we must
be Godicated to our work, imbibe groater knowledge and respect life
end property. The most powerful armuury that any country ocan possuvss
is patriotism and dedication of its people. If these gualities are
ebsent then a1l the training in the world will mot do any good. The
training that you have received has also taught you the relationship
betircen the individual and nation. You have realised that the State
provides the basic needs ot the individual as a citizen and thas in
Surn the individual as a citizen has basic obligations. This is &
oomplementary relationship inheront in our democratio system of living.
The code of conduct which hos boen prescribed for the Vigilante Corps
rombers must not remain as mere prints in a panphlet to be road and
Torgotton; it will have meaning and purpose only if it is translated
into concrete actions and doeds in everyday life. I am sure that you
will make good use of what you have learnt, and live up to your motto
from Each His Best." ‘

I now wish to express my appreciation to the officers in charge
of training and to a2ll persomnel concerned for the part that they have
ployed in successfully training our national servicemen in the Vigilante
Corps. I must also congratulate the meubers of the corps for successfully
osnpleting the course and this is manifested by the excellont performance
that they have given today =t this ceremony. Among you thoro are some
vwheso performance has been outstanding for which they arc being given
avards, I congratulate them.

MARCH 31, 1968. (Time iesueds 1715 hours)




