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SPELCH BY MR. WEE TOON BOON, MINISTER OF STATE (DEFENCE)
AT THE PRIZE-UIVING CEREMONY OF TEE 8TH INTER-DISTRICT
PRTMARY SCHOOLS VOLLEY BALL CHAMPIONSHIP TCURNAMENT ON
SAL., OCT, 21, AT THE PEOPLE!S ASSOCIATION AT 4 P.M.

I c;m cxtromely pleased to be here today at the invitation of the
Singapore Cowbined Primary Schools' Sports Council to give away the
prizos on the oocasion of the Intor-distriot Volleyball Championship
Finals. Siigaporo is now going through a etage when it has to build
a moro rmgrod and robust socioty to omsurc not only survival as a nation
tut i%s progress into the future socially and economically. Physical
ocducaiion is one of the pro-requisites to achieve this end and it is
for this purpose that great emphasis is being laid on physioal education
in sohools. It is in the primary schools that the first secds of physioal
eduocation ¢ sown for it is from tho young boys and girls that future
oitizons who are strong in mind and body will carry on the work of
building Singapore into a strong ond virile nation. The fact that physicol
eduoaivion plays an important role in the development of a nation can be
oclearly soon from the achievements of other countries which are poworful
and progroscive today., Therc is no roason, thorefore, why Singapore,
though omall in size, cannot build up a nation of people with strongor
and hoalthior bodics which will contribute to tho economic and sooial

progross of tho country. ‘
Physicol educntion at the primary level will lay the foundation for ‘

the developmont of physical cducation of the pcople as a whole because

it is at thot stage that interest in gomes anmd other sports aotivitios

oan bo btuilt up and popularised. The Singapore Combined Primnry Sohools!

Sporis Council and ite offiocials must be highly commended by all concerned

beoause tholr efforts at pmmtﬁg physical oducation and training have

immense possibilities to bring to fruition our aim of having a rugged

and robuct soociety.
Fhysicnal education does not stop at merely learning and bocoming

proficiont in sports activitiess it 2lso instils into the young a spirit

of team-work and sportsmanship, builds oharacter and promotes friendship

and undcrstanding between the different racial and linquistic groupe‘that

form our notion. Sports activities bring togethgr pupils from =211

lanpungo stroams and it is in this context that friendship emd undorstanding

are fergod and the roalisation is born that whatever or whoever we might

be wo aro Singaporcans first and foromost.

Proficiency in sports ....2/-




Proficiency in sportas can lead a porson to be a represcmictive
ef o country in intoraational sports. Indeed, sxe a ropresontative of
a nation a sporisman is an unofficial ambassador of goodwill. He will
mrcke friends with athlotes of different countries and forge understanding
and toleoranoc. I would thorefore oxhort all our young athletes to train
themselves woll so that they moy in timo beocome proficient enough to
have the opportunity to represent our country in international sporte.
Evorydey in school you pledge befors our flag to be a united
peoplo rorcadless of raco, languago or religion to build a domooratio
sociloty bascd on justice and equality. This pledge should serve as .
a beacon of light throughout your lifes it should light all aspocts
of lifc so that by tho time you become adults you would have helped
in cstabliching for 11l time 2 ooncopt of a mation of Singaporcans -~
a happy and harmorijous multi-racial pcople destinod to reach very
groct heighis in the future.
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