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SPEECH BY TEE MINISTER OF DEFENCE, DR. GOH KENC 7%
IN MOVING TEE SECOND READING OF THE NATIONAL SERVICE
(AMENDMENT) BILL IN THE SINGAPORE PARLIAMENT ON
MONDAY, 13TH MARCH, 1967.

I beg to move that the Bill be read a second time,
I have the President's recommendation to procsed with the reading
of the Bill.

One of the difficulties confronting me as Minister of
Defence is the novelty of my responsibility, There are no precedents
to fall back upon,. When one thinke of what elements should be taken
into account in franing a meaningful defence policy for Singapore,
one has to begin from first principles.

A useful starting point is to ask oneself why bother about
defonding Singaporc at all? I am not being facetious in asking this
question for there ara people, laymen as well as experts, who say that
we should not. They tell you that the Ieland is quite indefansibio, :
if thore is a sustained major attack upon it, it is unlikely that,
without major assistance from outside, Singapore can hold out.

There are, however, excellent reasons why we should bother
about defence, I believe that the people who holid the contrary vicw
are mistaken. For the logical conclusion drawn from their promisc is
that Singaporo must rovert to a colony or satellite of whoever wichos
to afford it protection, If Jou are in a completely wvulnerable positic
anyone disposcd to do so ocan hold you to ransom and 1life for you will
become very tiresome.

I oongider it to dbe wrong to believe that thexe is nothing
¥e can or should do about defending ourselves, even though we ocannot
achieve complote invulnerability by our unaided offorts. In a songe,
the largor countrics of the world today, other than the nuoloar cupor
powers, are indefensibloe. None of tha Europcan States can hope %o
survive a nuolear attack by the Soviet Union either singly or in
oowbination. Yet this has not prevented them from spending enormcus
sums of monoy in defence. Tho two nuolear super powers have found
themselves paralysed in a balance of terror and yet both continuc to
devote enormous resourcos to dofence.

Ono cannot but rogrot all this - that the keenest sciontific
minds are devoted to discovering and developing more offoctive mcihods
of mage dostruction rather than trying to bring about more human
heppiness and progroas - dut that is tho world as wo find it today, #nd
for small States liko ours, wo have to aococept tho poeitiom as it is,
not as we would likt’: it.
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Singaporc is not the smallost of indepandent States
nor is it tho poorest. One of the unexpvcted developments of the .
post-war world has buen tho proliferation of large numbers of small
statee consequent on the decolonisation process. Especially in the
last ten years, large numbors of new states, often with artifiocial
boundaries, swall populaticns and dubious economier, have oomc into
" oxistence, If thoir present position is uncertain, their future
prospects arc vven mora doubtful,

Small statos are likely to be a great source of trouble in
the world if they ocannot look after themselvea, If the management
of thoir domostio affairs is so bad as to invite ocivil war and disorder,
there is always the risk that larger statcs may be tempted to intorvene.
Whore this happens to a small state situatedin a strategic arca as,
for instance, South Vietnam, the great super powers get mixed up and the.
risk ariscs of escalation to something more dangerous than a local confli:”,
Unstable, badly managed and poorly defended small statcs are thus a threx

to tho security and peace of the world.

By the same tokon, if small states can manage their affairs
officiently and can raise sufficicnt defence forces to deter others from
risky adventures by making them costly, then they would add to the
stability and seourity of the whole region, The survival of small stat..
within their original tcrritorial boundaries has today much greater
prospects of sucocess than a cursory vicw would suggest. For the two
nuclear super powers apparently are in favour of freezing existing
boundaries as one method of reducing the danger of nuoclear war between
themselves by eliminating eny temptation to be involved in quarrsls betw.
other nation —- states. Where a small state is strategically situated,
as Singapore is, it is important that it should maintain adequate
dofence forces. It goes without saying that the real security which
wec want can be fou d, not by our unaidod efforts alome, bui in an
alliance with others. In the long term, Singapore should work towards
the establishment of some kind of regional defence arrangement, possibly
within a larger international framework. In this kind of regional
defence alliance, we are likely to be a more valuable partner and hence
con oxert more influonce, if we can make a defence contribution of some

significance, rather than if we arc utterly dependent on the arms of
other states,

There is anothor important aspect of our defencc effort.
Thie is a contribution it can make to pation building. Nothing creates
loyalty and national consciousness more specedily and more thoroughly
than participation in defence and membership of the armed forces.
This has becn the experionce of other countries; there is no reason
why it will not hold true in Singapore. The nation building aspect of
defence will be more significant if its participation is spread out over
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all strata of society. This is possible only with some kind of national
servioe, If we worc to depend only on o standing army of professionals,
then we would get so many numbers of, soldiers and no more. The civilian:
remain speoctators outside the orbit of the defonce forces except for the
small number who take part as part-time soldiers.

One important side to the nation building procoss is thut
therc are not many members of our ‘monied and intelleotual elito
who have grasped the clementary point that their status and positicn can
cnly be justified and mair yained if they undertake a responsibility in
the defonce of the nation consistent with their position. In a aocicty
like Britein whore class distinctions are traditional, you will find that
up to very recoently it has been the ruling class, tho landed aristocrscy,
who have supplied tho military and naval léaders, with whose exploits
&very school-boy in Jur English language schools is doubtless familiar,
The British ruling class has never abdicated its right %o govern. through
unwillingnoss to bear arms on behalf of the nation,

Ours, of course, is a different kind of society with
regrettable weaknesscs, Our intelligontsin and wealthy ocitigens would
do well to read that part of Plato's YRepublio" dealing with the inovitat
decline of oligarchies of rich men whose sons are spoilt by eaey living
and whose flabhiness becowes obvious to the citigens whom they govern,
that they eventually decide to take over power from them and deprivo
theit of their wealth and their positions. It is not a coinoidenco that
sona of the British elite, as part of their olagsical education in tho
public schools, axe taught not only Plato but aleéo "The Peloponnesion a1
of Thuoydides. Only so do you orsate a broed that £gOovVerns an empirc.

Because of our historical past, ours is a society which is
doficient in mony qualities, excelling only in the ability to get on in
life whatever the regime, Some of these indispensable qualities —-
social dimcipline and moral values — have‘ unfortupately not beon
instilled in our oduoation system to the cxtent that onc would \mvo
wished, The rosult is a generation of young people who are la.rgcly
amoral. They ara easy vioctims of all kinds of ideas, passions and
fads — be they the subversive doctrines of the Communists underground
or the seductions of Beatle music and Beatnik philosophy. Such
aborrations in human conduct may bo accepted with equanimity in laxrge
and wealthy societies. Whon we are trying to survive in a tight
eituation, therc is very little place for harmful or even neaninglcss
activitiss., At bost, these are irrelevant eocentriciticsy at worst,
they.lead the young intc a world .of fantasy and make them unfit for tho
strenuous exertions that may lie ahead.
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It ic against the background of such considerations that .
our National Service scheme has been worked out, 4 minority of the
young men will be seleocted for a two-year full-time stint in tho Army,.
Those sclected for promotion to the officer grade will do three yoars,
At the ond of their military service, they will be omplaced in civilian
ocoupations appropriate to their ability and qualifiocations, Sufficient
numbers of such posts in Government service, tho Statutory Boards and
large private firms will be reserved for discharged National Sorvicemen.
legislation on this will be presented to Parliament shortly. Wo intend
to solect the pick of our youth, within each education grade, for the
Army and thero is litile doubt that prospeoctive employers will be very
2ager tc obtain their services,. This is as it should be.

* Those not selected for the Army will be alloocated to the
People's Defonocc Foroe, the Vigilanto Corps and the Special Constobulary.
They do part-time training during their off=work or off-duty hours.
This means that those who aro ongaged in higher etudies either in the
H.8,Cs clessos or in the Universities will not have their studios upset.
A% the same timo, it does not mean that by boing posted now to tho
P.D.F., thoVigilante Corps or the Special Constabulary to do partetime
work, thoy will not subsequently bo called up for full-time military
service on completion of their studies, There is need for quality in
the Army, as in any other organisation, and the highly educatod must do
their stint along with the othors,

In all the four Branches of National Service ~ the full-time
Army,. the Psoplc's Defence Forcu, the Vigilante Corps and the Spooial
Constebulary - National Survicemon will Tooeive, in addition to toohniocal
training specific to their Branch, instruction in moral values. This
will teach thom what good citizenshkip means and oxplain the nature of
their socdal Tesponsibilities. It is my intention, when the training
mahuals on this subject have beon drafted, to seek guidance from the
Inter~Reiigious Council of the Republic, both on the content of moral
instruction and the method of implementation. I am sure that thoro is
2 substantial common ground among the groat roligions of the world, whose
values, if imparted to our youth, will make them better men.

Now a word about the mechunics of this exercise. The namew,
addresses, age and other particulars of all mon liable to national
registration arc known to the Government and in faot have beon fod into
the clectronic computer in the Ministry of Finance., On the 17th of this
month, pink cards which we call Registration Reminders 4111 bo sont by
post to young men liable to register. These cards will bo gent to the
last known address, but some of these cards may go astray. In the rural
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areas there is no proper systom in the nunbering of hoursc, some
of which were illegally construoctedj and in the slums anything

up to twenty families may share a house and letters often go astray.

Thereforc, if a young man does not get lis pink rominder card in a
weok's time he should enquire at the n.arewt community centre. In the

present exercisc we are registering only those male youthe born between
lst January, 1949 and 30th June, 1949. There are approximately

9,000 of them. Those born after 30th Juno 1949 will be registered
later thies year. Sixtcen days - from 28th March to 18th April - have
boen sot asids for rogistration and four registration centres will be irn
operation. The Central Manpower Base in Kal] =g will be open each day
from 9 a.m. %0 9 p.m., The Katong, Serangoon and Bukit Panjang District
Offices will be open eoach day from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

In the middle of May, medical exaninations will tgqke place
and tho final selection of who is to go into what Branch will bs made
in July. Enlistzent notices informing young men in which Branch of
National Service thoy will sorve will be despatched as from 1lth July.
National Service itself is scheduled to commence on the 26th July this
year.

There are many complications in this exercise, as there.are
bound to be. I do not wish to go into all of them. The Manpower
Division of my Ministry has prepared a pamphlet which explaine what
those who are iable to National Service have to do, Five hundred
membsrs of the staff of the People's Asmociation who work in the
community centres have been Briefed by the Ministry so as to cnable
them better to givo guidance and anaswer questions about National
Service. The bocklet on National Service will available at all
community contres in the next few days. These pamphlets will alseo
be distributed to schools, Any Association whioh wants copies of
these pamphlets should apply to the Ministry of the Interior and Defence.
Manpower Division, stating in what language or languages they wish to
have them. At present copios arc available in English and Chinese.
Copies in Malay and Tamil will be available shortly.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with the passage of this legislation, the
Republic moves into a new era. Often in the past, people hgve listenod
to Ministers of the Government urging upon them the paramount need to
build a rugged, olosely-'mit sooiety. Some might have wondored what
this meant and might havo dismissed it as so much talk. Now they know
that it is not merely talk. Behind the exhortation lies a concept, a
vision if you like, of tho new society taat must emerge in this island
if we want to retain gll the good that we have built in the past.
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