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SPEECH BY THE MINISTER OF STATE OF DEFENCE,

MR. WEE TOON BOON, IN MOVING THE SECOND READING

OF THE CRIMINAL L4W ( TEMPORARY FROVISIONS)

( AMERDMENT) ACT, 1967 IN THE SINGAPORE PARLIAMENT
ON MONDAY, 13TH MARCH, 1967.

Mr. Spoeaker, Sir,

1 beg to move, "That the Bill be now read a seocnd time".

This Bill seeks to Topeal and re-¢nact with oertain amendments
Scotiun 23 of the Criminal law (Temporaxy Provieicns) Ordinance, 1955.
As statod in the Explanatory Statement the main ubjeot of the Bill
is tc make 1t unlawful for any workmen ongaged in the very important
ossential services, nauely, wator, gas and eleotrioity services v go
on strike at all and similarly fcr the omployer to lock out any
workmen engaged in these services. The prohibition by itself would
appear to Honcurable Membors to bo a drastic step in ourtailing the
rights of trade unicns to go on strike, but recent experience has made
it necessary fcr the Guveornmont to take pusitive measures to ensure
that the public are nut held to ransom by a fow irrosporsible eloments.

Honourable Mombere will rocall that in 1961 whon the workers
in the public utility scrvices went on strikc, British and Singapore
Army technicians had to bo brcught in ¢ man the essontial services,
as any failure in tho water, vleotriocity and gas supplics would notd
only mean a serious hreakdown in the essentials of life but also result
in dangerous and seriuus damage to public property. The inexpert
handling of eleotdioal machinery and water pumping oquipmeont and
oxplosi~ns by air getting into the gas main can cause extensive damage
and havoc to the community. Further, a strike in these essontial
services would mean that the cvoerall ecunemic situaticn of Singapera
end its econumic futuro would bo je-pardized. No Guvernmant con allow
any secticn of the populatiin tc ocause such sericus and irraparable
damago t. the country. As thosc sorvioes arc part of the vital services
of the country nc strike will be pormittod in thesse 2reas which aroe
already designated o8 protooted places under the scoubity laws of
Singapore. For a strike must mean that the Guvornment has to use
troops to oarry out tho duties of thesc workers, whirh would in faot
noezn the assumpticn of powers it break a strike through the use of
uniformed personnel. Mombers will agreo that this is highly undesirable.
Government is nct unsympathetio to the gonuine grievencos of the werkers
and thorefors any futurc disputes in the public utility scrvices will
be resclved by the eetablished machinery of neg.tistion, ocnoiliation
and arbitration umde:r:Q industriel rclatiorns laws.
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Ancther spucial fenturs of the Bill is that no strike or
lock-out shall take place in respect °f the othex ssential services,
unless a ncotico is given at leest 14 days before such strike or
lock-out and such notice will expire at tho end of 30 days from the
date of the n.tiocs Tho oxisting provisi.ns in the law are nct
oloar in regard tc the nrtioce pericd and the proposed ~mondments
olarify the pcsiti.n.

As stated in tho Explanatory Statemcnt the proposed amendments
provide that nu strike ur luck-cut shall take place before the date
of the strike or lock—ut specified in tho nutice or during the
pendency «f certain prcocodings under the Industrial Reletions Ordinance,
1960. Furthor, the penalties fcr «ffences under Sootions 26, 27 and .
26 of the Ordinance heve been inerenscd ond made wniform in line with
the cther Ordinanoces.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I bug to meve.
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