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SPEECH BY MR. S. RAMASWAMY, M.P. FOR CRANFORD

AND PAHLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO TiE MINISTRY OF

FINANCE, CN THE OCCASION OF T} GUR.TION OF

THE CRAWFORD CITIZEKS CONSULT..TIVE COMMITTEE AT

THE BEA4CH RCAD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON S.TURDAY,
23KD_JULY, 1966 4T 7.30 P.ii.

We .re .ssembled here tonight to celebrute the Victory
of the PAP in recent by-election ind the ..ppointment of members
t0 the Crawford Constituency Citizens Consult itive Committee nd
the €th cnniversary of the Bexch Roid Community Centre., We have
with us our beloved Prime Minister to present the identificution

cards to the memburs of the Consultative Committee.

At this function, I think it ic only appropricte to t.lk
about the Citizens Consultative Committee, the Management
Committee oi the Community Centre :ind their functions, In
democratic countries, elections .re held periodic:lly and repro-
sent:tives of the people arc elected. VWhichever purty gets the

majority seots forms the Government .nd runs the country.

In some of the newly emerging countries, their democratic
system did not work =nd democricy fuiled. Ir you ponder over the
ressons tor the fuilure of democricy in these countries, you will
notice thit democratic system of government had fniled because
there is no proper co-ordin:tion betwcen the peoples' represent-
atives and those who elected them. Thervtore, we have found it
necessary thut the pubdblic, who elect the peoples! representatives,
must purticipave in the running oi’ the country in between, elections,
must understand the reason why new legislation is passed, wny
certain administrative actions are tuken, why certain policies
are made in running the country, and at the saime time oriticise
and recomménd to Government what should be done to imprcove the
welf2vre of the community ~s in their area. It is also important
that members of Purlicment, nfter having been elected, estublish
close rel:tionship with the peoplec. In some countries, we tian
find the members of Pirliament, oiter having been elected, gra-
duzlly forget why they were elected and sometimes even forget
tht they were electeds Thot is why we must make the people fecl
th:t the problems of the Government, the rroblems of the State ire
not just the provleme of the NMicisters wnd members of the Government,
but they are also the problems of tke puople., The Citizens Consul—
tative Committee cuin help to have o close relitionzhip between the

government and the people. The Man .gement Committces of the
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community centres can also help in this respect.

Consult :tive Committees, thereforc, have & very import.nt
tosk. HMembers of the Consult.:tive Committees have been appointed
not only because they have the respect nd trust of the pcople of
their constituencies, but they are ulso the leaders wherc they live

and they are czble to reflect public opinion.

It iz the responsitility of every consultative Committee
to see th.t it succeeds in this tusk of estublishing close
rel.tionship between the Government =nd the people. It is the
duty of the Citizens Consultative Committees to examine the
gensral conditions of tho Constituency and where necessary to
discuss :nd later submit ‘éw the Covernment proposals on the
repair of rocds, building of bridges, removal of dirt ond iluo
to bring about general improvement of the living conditions
of the people. It is the consult.tive committecs which should
draw the attention of thc government to these problems. It is
not slways possible for the government administration to tour
around the constituencien often and find out these things. It

is up to the Consult.tive committere of their areas to drw the

government's attention to any specific problem of their are

The responsibilities of the consultative committees de
not end just by getting the problem of the people in their
constituxncies solved. They have lso to discuss,
government's action znd retlect the opinion of the putlic to
the government towurds .ny legisl.tion or administrative uction
proposed by the Governwent., You cannot it buck ind say now th:t
we hive .lre:dy elected 2 government, let them look after the
country for five ycars, It you adopt thut nttitude, you huve to

sufrer if the govermucnt docs not govern properly. It iz in

your interest to know the meagurus t:ken by the government cver
and protust if it is not in the interests of the public. Then

only you can safegunrd the country and the welirnre of the peorle.

I 2m conrident thot the membors of the Consult:tive
Committec und Community Centre Munugemcnt Committee will dischirge
their responzibilities and make concrete contribution to the

building oi" this young nrtion.
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