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Today is

Wes i

sy the d=zy o which Buddhists celebrate the

two thousand five hundred
Lord Buddha. Though Wes
Buddhists of Singapor

tenti

annivercary of the birth of

< Day

cclebrated cvery year, where the

» conceTied, there is a difference between

this celebration tod se ol past s Today's celetration

is of special signifi

for tun reasons. firstly, this is the first
Wesak Dapy celebration since *he birth c¢f the Republic of Singapores
secondly, this is aloe the first vime that the Buddhists of all races
in Singapore have com. 1

. ti.er in 2 joint colebration. Such an
important and meaniniful occasion has never been witnessed before in
Singapore..

As everyone RKnovis, i a country wvhere different rac:s

live side by side vith coeli other, where many religfions are freely

er2 & diver

practised, ard wh

ity of cultwres ncet. In such a socicty,
if we want stability, developm:nt and progress, we must 2ll live in
peace and harmeny together, ond tosether work for the welfare of the
country. To attain thess aims there must be telerance between the
various races and mutual respect for each other's religiorn; and wWe must
work concertedly tovwards the gozl of gradually blending all the various
cultures into wvie w!
Budw:his

DL CWN.

on liiradn

and universal love,

-Buddhist philosophy is excr ..:ly profound. Howevery, unless I am

mistaken, the widespread irflucncc of Buddrism has been mainly due to

the ékemplary bohavicur s2t by the belies 3 of the faith. As far as

I know, a Buddhist muss, throughcut his 1i

s practise the three
principles:— Moderation, Tolerance and Xirdness. These arc three

virtues which should suide *

n behaviour =nd human affairs. And in
a multi~racial envircrment like ours in 3ingupore, where people
professing differont religions and of different cultures are found side
by side, thesc threc virtuse ure worth cultivating. This is especiniwy

80 in a new country where harmony among the races, peace and trangui-ity

in society, a& well us progruss in affairs of the Stave depends so much
on the practice of these thyece virtucs.

Perheps there may be come who Tecl that moderntion, tolerance
and kindness are negative approzches to human affairs, and as such
cannot offer anything constructive. But this view might have been true
only of an old system or feudul society. In a progrssive country like
Singzpore where democracy is practised, especially in a world where
there is continuzl political strife, these *hree virtues can be applied
usefully in a new coniext with constructive results,

Fer instance, moderation and tolerance nced nct be taken to
mean that one has to give way in everything. On the other hand, these
virtues mey be translated to mean respeet for each other's points of view.
R




- 2 -
In Singapore tcday, if there should be no mutual respect among the various .

races,religions and cultural movements, how could we hope to arrive at any
Idcal, acceptable to 21l? How could the various language streans of
alucation be ensured fair and Just treatment? TIow could development of the
ceuntry proceed smecothly in accordance with: our plans? Horecover, in z ploce
like Singapore wher. diverse cultures meet - if wo lack tolorance and
understanding of other people's points of viewy if cach section of the
populace ‘insulates itself and refuses o absorb what is desirable from oth..r
sectionsj or refusecs to divest itself of inhercnt shortcomings - how coul?
anyone hope to crcite a distinctive culture of our own in the next ten or
even & hundred years?

Fortunatcely, Buddhists ar: tolerant and have kindness in their
hearts, and are able rnot only to sympathizu with the sufferings of others .
but through servicc help them overcome them wherever possible. That is why
we can see around uz in Singzpore today, much cvidence of the many
constructive contributions which Buddhists have made to society. They have
worked hard to achieve recults in the field of education, in medical services
for the peoply, und in charity work for the destitute. Indeed, their efforts .
for the people of Singzporc have been generous and laudable. Compared with
cther countrios in the region, Singapore can be said to have attained quito
a high standard of living. 4&s far as social services are concerned, the

Singapore Government has gone beyond what most other countrics in the region

have not.

’ However, we must not be complacent with our present achicvements,
A lot more remains to be donc to give thc public even better services, and
this is where the Buddhists, and others can contribute by way of co—operating

with the government in the development of & really flourishing Singapore.

I sincerely hope that all of you will, in the s spirit with whieh you
served the rublic before, continue to answer this call for Service to mect
the challenging nceds of the country. I hop: that, with love in your hcart-,
and dedicated service towards the welfsr. of the people of Singapore you will
continue to contribute to the welfare of all, awd help build our country,
though small in arca, into a shinning example of a welfare State in the
nidst of a turbulent worid.

In the politically unstable world of today, there are some countries
which still do not enjey peacu, and whoss people continue to und ergo
indescribable hardships. If the leaders of the various organisations in
our Republic will centinue wiscly as you have doney to put the well being
of the community before self, then Singapore will not only avoid much
suffering in the future, but will become dzy by day a morc just and better
country to live in.

In conclusion may I take thic opportunity of wisking the Buddhists

of Singapore, and of the whole world, a opy Vesak Day.

JUNE 3, 1966.




