SINGAPORE GOVERMMENT PRES: STATELENT MC.iaY .27/66(DEV) o

SPEECH BY MR. HO CHENG CHOCH, PARLIAIERTARY SECRETARY,

LINISTRY OF JATIONAL DEVELOPHEIT AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING

OF THE SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS' UFION AWMNUAL WORK
CALP ON SATURDAY, 28TH MAY, 1966 AT 9.30 4.l.

I am pleased to notec that the institutions of higher learning
today are beconing nere and ners concerned with the problemg of
the society. Their relce in securing sccial changes aiuved nt
uplifting the standard of living of the rural people cannot be
over enphadized, especially in necwly devcloped countries vhere
the need for trained and effective lendership is an inmperative
in the process ~f mation-building.

The efferts amd enthusiasm of the students of the Singapore
Polytechnic in organising this Work Carmp is commendable as it
will, as a matter of course, create a tetter understanding between
the intellectunls and the cft-forgotten masses, I am told that
two roads - Julan Pengguea and Juluan Alsugoff will be made up
with the assistance of the residents cf the area as well as nenbers
of the Citizen Consultative Cerumittec. The Urban and Rural Servic-
has contributed 2 sw: of g44,500/~ towards the naking up cf these
rcads. 4ll this is in keeping with the Government's policy te
inprove the living conditions of the rural pcpulation.

I have had the pleasure sore three weeks ago to open a sirilar
Work Camp at Chong Pang Village organised by the University of
Singapore Students' Union. The narked ewarceness anong the studente
in Singapore of the necd tc break away f ron the age-cld impersomal

isolation to forn a functicnal and integral part of the corruni. s

8¢ as to render naxinum service constitutes a revolutionary chan e
in contemporary lifc, It is heped that this trend will continuc
in order that a ncre endurin; frundation of social reconstructio=
can be perpetuated. The other institutions of higher learning in
Singapore will mn doubt also strive to enulate the entervrprising
Spirit shown by the Polytcchnic students to achieve this goal.

Thus, it is with ;reat pleasure that I new declare this Vork
Canp cpen.
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