SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT PRESS: STATEMENT

SPEECH RY THE MINISTER OF ST.TE (T
BOON, WHEN MOVING THE SECOND RE..DI G C
AND EXPLOCIVE SUER Twi'CES akd GF IC1
BILL AT THE SITIING JF THE SINGaAFOhI

Mr. Spuokec, Sii, I beg to move that this Bill bc
now read a scvcond time.

Sir, the Govornmunt considers that the penaltivs
provided for offuncus under the Corrosive and Explogive Subutuncoes
and Offensive Vespons Act of Malaysia which is the law currently
applicable to Singapore awe inadequute to serve as a positive

detorrent to criminzl acts by socizl dclinguents and disloyal

e¢lements in the country. Sir, it is the duty of the Gove

to protuct thu people : 2 whole from acts of violunce by 2 fuw
criminals and disaffected porsonc Trie Bill iz 2 step towards
achieving this. Somc of the penaltics provided for in the Bill
have been taken from the Corrosive Substunces Ordinance, 1955
which was applicnble to Singupor. beferc Malaysiz and whick has
now becn reperled.  Whero the provisions for penalties contoined
in the formur Singapore Ordinance have boen considercd to be
inadequat. , enhced penaltics have been included.

Clause 3 sceks to cnhance the penalivy for oarxying
or being in possession of corrosive or cxplosive substances from
three ycars imprisonment and whipping to 10 ycars imprisonment
and caning. The present penalty for using any corrosive substanc.
or of fcngive wuapon for the purpose of crusing hurt and for
causing by corrosive substance an cxplosion which is likely to
causc hurt ig a maximum of sevun ycars imprisonmcent and whipping.
Clause 4 omends this to 1ifc imprisonmcnt and caning. In clause
5 is included an amcadimont to the punalty provided for cafrying
or being in poseession in a public road or piace any offensive
woapon othorwisc than with lawful authority from two yoars
imprisonment to thrie yiars imprisonment und caning. Clausc 6
amcnds the punishment for minutfacturing:, being in posscssion,
carrying or lending weapons such as a flick knife, gravity
knife, a Whip, motorcyci. chain, u knucklc duster nndﬁutal pipe

" from two yeors inprisonment and a fine of 82,000 to thrcee years
imprisonmunt and a fine of $3.200. The maximua penxlty for a
sceond or subsequunt of funce of this n:twe is incr.ased from
threc years to sceven ycars imprisonment.

Sir, I beg to move.
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