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Whenr the venom of confront.tion was at its height in 1384,
Wwe were part of Malaysiaj bomb explosions and other activities
of sabotage and infiltration wero the order of the day. We in
Singapore set the lead by orgarising the Vigilante Corps sll over
Singapore to iatrol vulnerable arcas, to protect life and Froperty
and to keep the destructive elecments ot bay. Our Vigilante Corpe
was a success and as time went on there was a discernible decrease
in the number of ircidents. August 9th, 1965 saw the enforced
separation of Singapore from Mal:yeia and Singapore's emergence
as an independent and sovereign nation but neverthelese, our
Vigilante Corpe remuined to hecome a pormuncnt feature in the life

"of our nation.

The Vigilante Corps is an orgunisution of people themselves
to actively participate in close colloboration with the regular
Police to maintain peacc and order. Their role is vitzl because
we cannot expect the Police to be at all places all the time as
they are burdened with other multiturious duties, The Vigilante
Corps, as an organigation of the people must, therefore, in their
own interest and that of the nation tike over in a limited form
some of the functions of the Poiice and by so doing, they will
not only uesist the Polic~ but also assist themselves and the
nation. He believe in law and order and peace, but law and order
and peace are factors in socinl 1ife thut cannot be lef't to free

for law and order and pcace

play. Indecd, the fundamental ©
is an organised force to maintsin it, and such a force is all the
more effective if tho people ti:celves organise voluntarily with
assistance from the oegular Policc,

In independent Singapore the responsibilities of the people

therelore desirable that the

are naturally gr er, and it

Vigilante Corps is re-organisced to be a more effective instrument
for meintaining luw end order., ¥or this purpose, it is worthwhile

tOve the officiency and eftective—

that some form of training to
ness ol the Vigiluwnte Corps shoull be pursued. The developnent of
a sense of discipline through trindang will lead to greater con-

sciousnes: of respansitilitice une  sonsc of duty and dedication

to the nution,

You, leaders of the Vigilinte ( i, who are heze today for

training, =are the von of a mnised, efficient and

effective Vigilunic Corps thut iz being buiit up. 4s Leaders
you %ill be reeponsible for using th training that you have

received wisely and roiinully, Tor col your men effectively
i up tnte wouzefil iosirument for maintiining 1
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