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Speecir by Political Secretary to tae

Ministry of Derence, ir. 5. Ramaswamy,

at the National Language Night Show

gponsorad by residents of Bukit Tunggal

and Thomson Road, on 27th Wovember, 1965,
at 8.00 p.m.

. Chairman, ladies and gentlenen,

We now celebrate the Hational Language Mohtn. 1t
is the second time this year that Naticnal Languase
caipalgns have been launched.by Governuent, in our
effort to spread the teaching and use of the language
among our‘peOple.

Tue Government wuses all four languagegﬁ— Malay,
Cainese, Tumil and Engliéh - as official lﬁhguuges
becuzuse tinis is good for a multi-racial society 8s
our Singapore society. The Governuwent hos also acceptied
and has made Malay as the National Language becausc this
is a matter of principle, an important watter for a
society such as ours. The Government nopes thit the
Naticnal Language can play its role as a common
language, so that our multi~-racial people can understand
the way of life, customs, and culture of each ctuer,

The Hational Language can c@sily be studied by
people of all races. The Nabtional Language had been used
by our people for the past several decades in their daily
life. The use of tae National Panguage is clearly
widesorend especially among tue coumon people - in
markets, in saops, in parks and gardens, in buses, at the
railway 3station and everywhereqy In Tact, in ucetings
0f trade unions it is tae Natiomal Language whichk is
usually used, althougi periags tihe level is only of the
bazaar lalay standard. One Iagt that nust be accepted
is that people of all races can understand the National

Language,

Por a multi...




| For a multi-racial scciety, the role of then
Fatvional Language is very importent, not only .because

it can stééﬁgtﬁen our solidarity as a united people,

but it can also help to preserve the feeling of goodwill
between races. The National Language can be looked upon
as a bridge tnzat can bring into contac* the feelings

of people of the various races.

Tae Minister for Finance, MMr. Lim Kim San, had
reguested me to convey inis feeling of regretVthat he could
not be présent ¥ this happy occasion, as he’
had important work tiat had to be attended to tais
evening. Nevertheless, he extends his coungratulations

10 menbers of the Bukit Tunggal Nationél Lahguage Month

Coumittee for taeir success in sponsoring these activities.

Finally, with great pleasure I declare tiis fuanction

officially open. Thank youe
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