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48 we all know, bingauore has since sagust 9,. 1965, ceased tc
be a State of Malaysia and there upon became an independent
and sovereign State. The Budden proclamation end deelaration
have shocked us amnidst sorrow and happiness. Our Borrovw was
that we have to separate with our fellownen in Malaya, Jabah
and Sarawak who bave been working hand-in-hand with us for
a multi-racial nation and society. On the other hand we
should be hdp,y because there will be less troubles created
by the extreme racialists. Ii'evertheless, we should always
beéar in mind that Singapore is now a nation of our own and
Therefore as citizens of a. néwly emerged country, we_must
relp thre Govbrnment to bring the nation towards & more equal,

Just and prosperous society, and to upkeep our leadership
in economic development. .

“ “In the course of nation bullding, therc are diffieulty
wrich we have to encounter witr in order to survive. For
example, we want to trade wit» our neig%bouring country under
a fair and "stual-bénefit" terms, but trey Fave in tuen
intentionally made things difficult for us,trinking that we
will give way under such conditions. 1In fact, trey will suffer
more if trey refuse to do business witr us. It is our will
to trade with other country to achieve our goal for survival.
There are problems and difficulty, no doubt. But with deter-
mination, we have confidence in solving these problems facing us.

Unlike other countries with many natural resources,
Singapore Is an island-nation with llmltatlon in land. illever-
theless, the principles that Zuided the prosperity of the
nations are not solely decided by the abundant resources
in storage, but in how they are being made use of. Though
the resources are scerce, but if they could be utilized to
the maximum, the nation could alsc be prospcrous. The resources
in our country ore trat of excellent geographical conditions
and the diligent people. Our forefathers with these resources,
had already established this once barren island into a modern
city. With our confidence and control of these resources, we
have no reasons why we could not establish a nation more
prosperous, ‘

Many months bheve elapsed since the indepencence. Super-
ficially, it seems that it has not mach changes in our livelihood,
but in rcality, our responsibilities have become reuvier. Every-
body_in tris country should put_threir shoulders to the’ ‘whbels
in- nationabullalng. For example, thre army is now in thé€ rands
of_the Federal Battalions and tve Britiskr Regiments. The annual
expenditure for maintaining a company of 1,000 strongs would
amounf to $§10 million. 4s we do not posaess rubber and tin
as others do, our economy is trereby limited. =8 such, we have
to organise volunteers Bervice, calling our youths of &ll races
to spend threir leisure wours for training to become an excellent
life~blood company for national defence.
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Thé community centre 18 now faced with the respon-
Bdbilities in meking the people known whatever duties

they should perform under different circumstances. - They
also lead .the people in all developmenta. L g

Injtbis 5th. anoiversiry celebritions of thre oentne,
leaders of this constitucncy have shown enthusiam in tre
organisation.  _Such self-forseking spirit should deserve
our praiqe. And it is certalnly, under threir leadersbip,
the futwe of this community centre would be brighter than
ever, 4nd, with thcse people, the future of our nation
would b? unmeasurable,
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