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Mr . President . 

St atement of M~ . S. Rajnr~tn~m 
For eign ?oiin:i ster of Sir,.gapore 
at tl1e General Assenbly on September 
21, 1965 , on the occasion of Singapor e ' s 
admission t o the United Nations . -------------------------------

Permit me to add tl1c coneratulotions of my deleg.:ition 

t o those of other di~tin~uished delesatcs on your election a5 

presi dent of tl,e 20th session of the General Assembly . 

It is undoubtedly your great experi enc0 and t•isdom in tl1e , •ays 

of men and nations 1·1l-ii eh prompted yo1u- colleagues to elect 

you to this hiGh and responsible office . As a n~,.., member ~y 

del egation "rill rely on your ,,isdom and experience to guide it 
• 

thr ough this session and my deleEation ,·rill, for its part , try 

t o l ighten your burden by gi ,,ing you the fullest co- operation 
• 

tl1roughout the proceed± ngs of this A ssornbly . 

I also to.ke this opportunity to tl1ank all members of the 

Secur ity Council ,·,ho scrtttinised OU!' application for member-
• 

ship and did not find us "ranting . 1!e are particularly grateful 

t o 11alaysia , Jordan the I\•ory Coast 0.11d the United l(ingdom for 

joi ntly sponsoring our a~plic~tion for ~embership . last but not 

l east I must thank a 11 those membe r States ,·,ho co-sponsor~d tho 
• 

resolution \'!el comine. our td.!"tis::;ion into the United Nations . 

Not·T that Singapore has been received into t'r.o fold of the 
• 

United Nat:i.ons , I ,,rould like t.o F.t ssure t~is .~.ssembly that my 

country wi ll join ,·rith othe-r nations ~n their efforts to realise 

t he a i ms and objects of the Uriit~d ~rations charter . For us the 

essential s of -che CI1artcr are ~"le p:-eservation of peace through 

collective securi.ty, promotion of c~c:!~!"'i::: development through 

mutual aid and the safeguarding of the inali0nable ri1;ht of 

every country to astablish fo:rms of govPrnment in accordance 
• 

\rith the ,·rishes of its o,,n people . 111y country stands by these 
, 

thr ee essenti "'1 principles and l' 1ill give loy:~l and unflinching 

s uppor t to the United Nations in its efforts to r rcmote these . ' 

ideals . 
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,'lith our consent. to "'PEurc ouJ· o:m sec\.i.!" :.ty in ar~ area 
:f • • ·1·.. . b.,. "'h • b d o 1.ncre:is1:ig m_ - 1.~ry 1:1st:- 1-l.t)t . i.C :no~en\a ~·e ::an e assure 

of ef.fecti\·e al erna ... i,·e o.r?·-:1:rlgecents ·•hic.11 • .:11 eua:~ntee our 
• 

securit}• tha: me::ient fo-ei_zn base~ ,·ould hnve to go . 

1y countr,· feels -1-"'t monc-:,· spent on ,reapo11s of · •ar one. 
• 

arr.iies is coney ,:asted . .FU?"thcrrnore it .:.s ob\•ious to us t~at , 

gi ve:i rnoder11 tochniqua!:i of \:ar, a count1·y of about 2 millio:r. 
• 

people can never, on i-cs o,rn adequatel1· secure its de!'en:e . 

l!oceen defence ll.:ls to be col:ecti~e .:.n char.:acte!" especially 

for small na.'tio:10 and that is t,hy ~:e bel.:.e\'e that u!t..:.mavely 

our defence and security must ba ~ecureo throJgh the collcc~i¥e 
• 

and e!'fecti,,e strength of the United tJat.ions . · ·e shall therefore 

supper~ any and every move to st~cngther. Lhe peoce keeping 
• 

efrectiveness o~ the United Nations • 

• 
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irut until such time ~s the United Nations can really 

saf'eguar·d thC' sccuri ty of small nations we shall have to find 

such tempora1·y soltttions as ~,e can to assure our sacuri t y. 

Singapore is essentially a tradi ng cx:>nmunity . Almost 

all our energies , resources and tale nts are devoted to 
• developing our tr'1de and OllI' indust1~ies . We have no military 

ai1·craft and no tanks . Our a1·my is small. Instead , we have 

devoted our resources to building homes for the peo ple, schools 

and hospitals . We seek a welfare state ard not a war1are state . 

I f i ndependence and freedom are not to be empty s l Qgans then we 

must continuo to spend as much of our resources as we can on 

fighting the only war th~t matters to the people - the war against • 
poverty, ignorance , disease, bad housing, unemployment and 

against anything and everything which deny dignity ~nd freedom 

to our fellow men . 

To i'ight this kind of war we need to live in peace with our 

neighbours . And we want to live in peace with all our neighbours 

simply because we have a great deaJ to lose by being at war with 

them. All we therefore ask is t..o be left alone to reshape and 

build our country the way our people want it . We have no wish to 

interfere in the affairs of other countries or tell them how they 
• 

should order their life . In return we ask other· countries to be 

friendly w.ith us even if they don I t .like the way we do things in 
our own country . 

This is why my country has chosen the path of non- alignment. 

It simply means chat. we do not wish to be d.cawn into alliances 

dedicated to imposing our own way of life on other countries . 

Friendship bet\'teen two countries should not. b(' conditional on 

t he acceptance of common ideologies, conmon friends and conunon foes . 
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However, Mr . President, this does not mean that my country 

equates non-alignment wi:th indiffe1·ence to basic issues of right 

and wrong or that it will evade taking a stand on matters \'lhich 
• 
I it considers vital lest it displease some member nations , 

including those with which it haw close ties . Non-alignmen~ is 

only in regard to narrow po\ier bloc interests and not in regard 

to the basic principles embodied in the U. N. Cllarter . To be non-

aligned in regard to the basic tenets of the ChaBter is to destroy 

the integrity and effectiveness of the United t:ations in which 

small countires like mine place our hopes. 

My country by the very nat.ure of its historic experience is 

aware that in the contemporary world a developing country must 

learn to cherish independence withvut denying the reality of 

interdependence of nations . Our abl1orrence of dependence on 

othe~s should not drive us into emb1·acing the dangerous myth of 

absolute sovereignty . In order to learn to live in peace with 

other countries there must be willing acceptance of the need for 

interdependence . The cultural and political development of my 

country has for decades been based on free intercourse and exch~nge 

of ideas drawn from many races, from many continents. We are a 

multi- racial society constituted out of the three major racial 
. 

stocks of Asia -- '°'hinese , Malay and Indian in addition to Arabs , 

Ceylonese, Eurasians and othors . 

Four major cultures -- Malay, Chinese , Indian and Western - -

and their representative languages are allowed free and equal 

development on the basis of cross stimulation . ,.,,e think of 

oursel ves no~ as exclusively a Chi nese , Indian or a Malay society 

but as a little united nations in the making . The four cultures 

which flourish in my country collectively represent t he historic 

, 
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achievements of oor than half of humanity and we see no renoon 

for uppressing other cultures in order to c11surc th suprar.iacy 

of only 0110 of them . '?h multi-racial nnd multi - cultu2•al charltcter 

of oy country hov mod< us somewh t sc ptical of those who preach 

th superiority and exclusiveness of one cul~urc and one rac . 

In a l!lUlti- racial society one soon learns tt1at no one people has 

a lru)nopoly of wisdol!l aild that one ' s o n cul tui'e is not without 

flaws . This not only bre ds tol r nee for diffc1'e11t viewpoints 
• 

but also a readiness to learn and borrow .from tl1e accumulated 

wisdom of other poeplc . T.tics ar , w have discov red, attitudes 

of cind essential for the smooth and constructive dcv lopment of 

a multi - racial ru1d multi-cultural society . 

The Uni~cd Nations is also a rrulti- national a?Hi multi-

cultural organisation tr}~ng ~ith some measure of success to 

develop a sense of international solidarity and common pul1)os 
• 

B.l:long the na'tior1s of th w. rld . 1 shall thcrcfor bring to the 
• 

work of the Unit d Nations th ct'titude and approaches of a multi-

racial nation awar that indcp ndence and interdependence of 

peoples and n tions ar not incumpatiblo goals to pursu . 

Finally, l~ . President, t.hougt1 h' are a small country not 

endowed with ampl natural resources and though wo canr1ot be 

. counted among th highly advanced nations of the ~~rld w are 

nevertheless a highly urbanised communit.)~ that t1as acquired 

experi nc and knowledge which we o.r p~epared to share ith others 

in ~he regional co- operation schemes organised by the agencies of 

the U. tl . Undoubt.d ly t.hese offcro of ssi sta,1ce can be carried 

out only on a modest scale but if we obtain help from others we 

must be ready to help others a .... much ir1 return . 

This is mnt the United I ations means t.o us ond dcspit the 

cynics ho focus att ntion on i'ts many shortcomi:lSs my country t1as 

f ith in ttie l utur 01· the United Nat.i,,r-s simply bccnuso without 

it th re 1 no worth\o:}1il future .for h\;._ll Bnity . 


