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SPEECH BY DR. COH KENG SWEE, MINISTER FOR FINANCE,
ON TH™ THIR, A FIVZRSARY CELTBRATION OF SHELL
REFINGRY CUMPeNY (SINGAPORE) LIKITTD AT PULAU
BUKOM ON . ZUNESDAY, 12TH AUGUST 1964 AT, 2.30 E-H.

It is indeed a happy occasion for me to returm to Pulau
Buicom where three years ago we witnessed the birth of the oil
refining indusiry in Malaysia. Since then, the sturdy infant
has grown lustily and the stage 1s now set for even further
grovwtb. ‘Naturally we are very pleased to learn of the large
expansion plans which Shell will soon put into operation.

Sheyl Refirery Co. (Simapore) Ltd. is the recipient of Pioneer
cerﬁificate No. 1 an¢ the early success wifh which this pioneer
‘%Q&pany has met will no doubt encourage the others to redouble
their efforts. :

“Phe success of Shell is due to three reasons, namely @&
i-ap{aly ijnereasing market for oil, gecond, good progreasive
e nagement, and third, excellent management-labour relations.

. I wish to ~ake this occasion to say & few words on the third.

point, ‘that is, relations between labour and managemert . It
was not 80 long &ago that Singapore acquired, for a brief and
unhappy 'pe riod, an unsavoury reputation in manageme nt-labour

. relationg. That wes the time when the Communists were able t0

manipulate substantial sections of the labour movement for
"pO‘.ﬂtical purposes., That was the time when politically-inspired
strijgs Gedevilled the situation and cast a gloom over our pros-
pects for rapid industrialisation. ' A

' For;unaﬁely for Singapore, the anti-national evil-doers
have been ourbed. The excellent resulis that follow we can bee
for ourselves in the increasing tempo of industrialisation,

to which this occasion itself bears testimony.

" ¥e must now look shead and see what Wwe can do to accelerate
" ghe pace of inGusirialisation. On o .previous occasion, when
on the 20th May this year, 1 opened the first Asian Seminar of
the Public Services International, I said that trade unions

heéve a vital role ‘to perform in bringing about economie expan-
sion and they &xre cne of the partners in the national effort to
bring about self-sustalning economic growth in our country.

' Thie is & theme worth developing, for the time has come
for ue to translate words and ideas into a programme of action.
In order to secure the closest co-operation between labour,
management and Govérnmnt in all fields of economic endeavour,

I intend to set up a State Economic Consultative Council. In
this Council will be represented in equal nupbe rs, delegates
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of the National i'rades Union Congress representing organised

labour, representatives of mansgement throuszh organisétions 8uUgh W

as the Joint Chambers of Commerce, the Manufacturers' Associaijor,

Employe rs Federation ~w? ~*hare (G~varnre ni representatives wijj

come from the Minisiries concerned, my Ministry, the Ministry

~ of National Development and the Ministry of Labour.

i : I intend to make this Council an active body. The Councjij;
will be kept appraised of current econcmic and business condition:
of the State. Impcrtant matters of -economic policy such as tpe
State's next Five-Year Developrment Plan, oroposed legislatiyp
on the economic and labour matters will be referred to the Counc:-
for its° opinion, 2dvice and recommendation. I shgll commurjcate
to the Associaiions concerned details regarding the constitygion.
scope and funciicr of thz Council. Through the Council it wi13
be possible to bring together in fruitful and purposeful cc. .
operation the pariners most concerned in promoting rapidly
increasing standards of livirg for our people.

One of the problems facing our growing industries is the
capture of export markets. This will not be an easy task for
international competition is fiercé and unrelenting. Buﬁ;fhe
effort must be;mounﬁed. It is necessary that efticieney in
industry is raised to the highest level through modern mana-
gement techniques, through efficient and well-trainéd Zabour
and through the appiicaction of ivne resulis of scientific researeh.

In this comnection, I wish to say something about pro-
ductivity. During 1960/61, a proposal was made by thg.Mimistry
of Tabour to establish a Productivit} Centre. The International
Labour Office itself was willing, and indeed anxiouw, to provide
experts and other services for the establishment of thobﬂbnxra.

I decided then noi to proceed with this project because . at’

that time, the Communists were in full cry, and nothing worth-
while would heve been achieved. For the raising of productivity
is not merely o responsibility of management, it is .a joint
responsibility of both labour and management. ﬁnless there is

a strong trzde union movement which supports .a produc%ivity
drive, the effort of the Prcductivity Centre will come to nought-

Now we have a situation.under which ors:anised labour and
organised management can work together for the o rmon good of

- alj. We can thcrefore pay attention to the question.of pro-
ductivity. It is a crucial <lement in industrialiéation,
particularly wish regard to our ability Lo compete succeasfully
in the export market. As we raise productivity, so we wéuld

" extend the ranze of possible industries and increqee,theigcope

i of existing onzs. If we succeed, we mey, for the firﬁﬁﬂfiEE,

;% have in sight the possibility of banishiing the apeeﬁpg*oﬁ unem-

?ﬁ‘ poyment which has been haunting the island for so longe )

AUGUST 12, 1964. : SR




