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TEXT or s 3ECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE YANG DI-
W-iRAy TUN-YUSOF BIN ISFL.K, AT THE

omnwc OF THE SINGAPORE ART SOCIETY'S 15TH

ANNULY, . . TXHIBITION AT THE VICTORIA MEMORIAL

HALL, " ;' URSDAY, APRIL 23, 1964, AT 5.30 D.M.

I am always delighted to be invited to any exh1b1t10n in
which the creative talent of cur people cXpresses itself with
ipeginetion and vigour. For it used to be 2 common slander in
the old days, thcot while the people of Malaysia, and in parti-
cular Singapore, were good at neking muney, they were indifferent
to the finer groces of civilisec life.

This exhibition appcars to be remarkable not only for the
quality of the works on show but alsc for the abundance of
expression. I understand there were 445 entrées8 of which 295
have been seleccted. The successful entrants total 114 out of
145 ertists who sent in entries.

This 15th Anrual Exhibition of the Singapore Art Society
is also the first one to have becn orzenised after the formation
of Malaysia and therefore the first truly naticnel exhibition.

I like to believe that the craative talents of a peoyle
are sudfenly releasel into wideanread cxpression when they g
through a criticel period. Historians call this challenge and
response. Our challenge was the struggle for our insepenuence.
And our response wos the achieverent of independence, fcllowed
immediately by o burst of creativity of Wthh this exhibition
is an example,

However it appears the p:riod of cur challenge is not quite
over., We are faced with a threat to cur 1nuependence from
ancther direction., We have therefcre to Graw our ranks closer
together as & naticn, anc builé up our faith in ourselves. We
havetzo strengthen ocur will to be 2 nation and to survive as
a nation.

I am sure our crective en:rgy can play a big part in the
naticnal response to the natiovnal challenge. Therefore I note
with great pleasure that although our artists are keeping abreast
of internaticnal trends, their works are nainly Malaysian in
style and flavcur. They express the Malaysian way of life.

Many pedia and techniques - oils, water colours, charcoal,
pencil, chinese painting an¢ others are represented in this
exhibition. But 21l of them have the common denominetor of the
Malaysian touch. I also understand that the works cf youthful
artists predominate in this exhibition.

I have no doubt that our ertists, whc idealise our way of
life, will strike a chord in the hcarts and minds of the
ordinary people of Malaysia. For it is cut of cur sense of
values, our fears, hopas and aspirations, cur concept of our
hearth, hore and country that cvur patrictisr ané the will to
defend cur liberty are born. .

I congratulate the Singepore Art Scciety for organlslng
this 15th Anaual Exhibition and I heve great pleasure in ceclaring
it opéen.
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