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SP2ICH BY THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, MR. S. RAJARATNAN,

AT OPENING OF PHOTOGHAPH WEEI ORGANISZD BY THZ SINGAPOLR

POLYTECHNIC PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY FROM 17TH TO 23RD
JANUARY, 1364.
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I am very glad to have been invited to open this exhibition
organised by the Singapore Polyteciinic Photographic Society.
As was to be expected of an e.hibition organised by Polytechrnie
students had laid stress notv unly on the aesthetic aspects of
photography but alsc on its technological aspects. For in
addition to the photographs, the exhibition includes display
of photographic equipment such as enlargers, photo~copying
machines, colour processing equipnent and even T.V, equipment .

Photography is an art which, in many respects, reflects
the characteristics of 20th century society.

Firet of all it is in every sense of the word a mass art
medium. The ordinery man though deprived of the talent of
being able to draw or paint can nevertheless express himself
artistically through photosraphy. It does not require much
talent to manipulate a camera ~- especially a modern camera
where, as the advertisements say, all you have to do is to
point and press the shutter.

However though anyone can learm to manipulate a camera
only those with imagination and artistry can take a good pictur:,
Photography, therefcre, offers everyone of us avenues for fino’ng
Buch artistic expression as we are capable of.

Another feature of photography is that it is a combinetica
of art and tecanclogy. A gocod photozrapher is not content
with just pointing his camera and shooting. His dark room
technique can transform an indifferent picture into something
imaginative and arresting. To do this he has to have a corplate
understanding of the properiies of the materials be works with.
A good photograph is the imaginative control and arrangement
of the interaction between light and chericals -- the utilicction
of the principles of chemistry and phycies in the interests c7
art,

In some respects photography is an art very much down to
earth, The artistic imagination is compdlied by this medium
to keep very close to life and rzality. As a former newspap:ro n
I am well aware of the potentialities of photography for m:ling
people aware of what is happening around them. A good photcgre %
can make a greater impact on the people than can columns of

arresting prose.

This being so, our photographers can, through this popular
medium,do a great deal mcre than they have to corrunicate
worth-while jideas effectively. Particularly so in a multi-
lingual society like ours, photography, being a visual medium,
can break through the lan.uage barriers.
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I am happy to note that this exhibition is not justv e d.sp. g
of photographs. In addition tc general topics, emphasis hac
been given to the importence of industry in our fest develo.:ng
state, Of the four prigcs o be awarded, two are for photo rap -
on general topice and two for photograpns on irdustrial top: :8.
I congratulate the members of the Singapore Polytechnic Phou =
graphic Society for using this exhibition as a means of mak:ag
us awere of our potentialities as an industrial society.

Of courmse, I realise thet Polytechnic students have &
vested interest in the industrialisation of Singapore for moi:
industrialisation means greater job-opportunities for them.

But speedier industrialisation means elso a more stable ané mo:»

~ prosperous future for all of us.

.. I, therefore, commend the organisers of this exhibition
for this judicious mixture of art and industry. I wish the
org:s;&ers end helpers of this exhibition a successful weck
ahead and have great pleasure in declaring open- this Singapore

Polgtechnic Photographic veek.

JANUARY 17, 1964. (Pime issued: 1615 hours)
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