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REPLIES BY THE MINISTi R FOR °;[,&CAL GOVERNMEN.T..s._LANDS 
AND HOUSING 9 ENCHE ABDUL_fiAMID BIN HAJI JUMAT~ 

QUESTIONS ASKED IN THE LEGIS.L.1-1.TIVE ASSEMBLY ON 
WEDNESDAY, .AUGUS T 13, 1958 

I 

To Mro Lme Choon Eng (Member for Que enstown): 

I would suggest t o the Mernoo:t :for ,Queenstown two c onside-
ration s . First 9 the h ouses whic n .arc r;ow subject to the pi"c.-
visions of the Contr ol of Rent .•JrcU.11,rncc were a1r~10st all er'ectcd 
prewar at cheaper c os t, and the c ontrcllcd .rentals can be said 
t o represent ·a not unreasonable ·r .:;tu:cn on ca.pi tal. 

Secondly, premises built or ~or:19 lcted after the 7th Se:i;,tcm-
berj 1947 9 were buift in the expectat i on tha t the r e woul d ~c nc 
control of rent s and the relationship between landlords nti 
their tenants was one:: freely established on such understo.ndin r: . . . . 

There is no .speciai reas on or emergency (such as existed 
when rent control was introduced f or p rewar properties) t o 
justify control of properties er·ect bcl after Se::ptember 1947 . 
Such control would indeed result in st ifling private enterpri se:: 
i n building more houses and woul d n1c:"e ly aggravate the , h ousing 
situation. 

------· 

To Mr. John Ede ( Membe r for Tanglin): 

Temporary District Council Off ices have already been c:r1ected 
for Serangoon mi.d Katong District Councils and are open fo r 
inspecti on. Each building has a mee ting room, secretariat and 
departmental offic0s f or engineering and building staff 

9 
t he 

heal th · and cleansing staff, and· the assessment and . reve::nue staff . 
For Jurong/Bukit Panjang District Com1cil, there is already a 
permanent office whi.ch later will b e extended. 

The staffing needs as well as othe r problems arising fr orn 
the establishment of District Councils were studied by a ,Ji/ oi-'king 
Party, which, in its rep or t, rec om.mcnded additions to the presen t 
available Rural Board staff. 1rh0 r e.;;,ort was adopted by Gove:rn -
men t and the financial provisi on for- t to additional s taf :E VJas 
approved by thi s Assembly in .1-1.p.ril t h is year. 

Once the District Councils have b een in operation f cir a few 
months, it will be possible to revis~ the position to asce r tain 
if all the provisions made are in fact adequate. From t he 
measure::s taken, the District Councils should work satisfa.'ctorily . 

To Mr. J ohn Ede (Member for Tanglin): 

The arrears of rate s at the 31st December, 1957, including 
the arrears carri0d over from the pas t year amounted to 
$1,697,468.28. Arrears for 1957 c ollect0d from 1st January t o 
~0th June, 195 8 , amounted to $772,087.12 and to the end of July 
$889,339.58. This sum is nearly equal t o the sum of $ 940

9
006.67 

which was the amount of arrears c ollected for tho whole of l as t 
ye ar. 'rhi s improvomen t was made pos s il le by re-organi sa ti on of 
work and the recruitment towards the· m1d of last year of five of 
the r~quired new se::vcn Bailiffs. 
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1 9 771 properties were assessed. or reassessed during the 
~eriod January · to June 1958, at an annual valu..c of just ove r 
;jp1 million 9 yielding an additional revenue of just over $200,000 .. 

As regards -remaining proper.ties . Y..¢t to be assessed 9 it i s 
estimated tha-t - there -are about 2- 9 000 :.pcrmanent buildings ye_.c to 
be assessed: · of whic-:t:i -about . 1,500 are new .houses in such housing 
estates as Opera--Estate., Glasgow Road, .1.alan Kayu, Spring Hill 
Estate 9 Semb awang _Road, 13t m. s. 8enio avvang Road, Sembawang Dills 
Estate (2nd Phase) , Thomson Ridge, :3uki t Timah Estate 9 Hongk'. n g 
Park. 

It is on these properties tha t t he Rates 0fficers 9 i ncl uding 
three newly recruited assistant ra t es cfficers, are now c oncen-
trating their efforts. This will l cuvc resettlement areas 
throughout tho Rural Board area a.no. £:·,any at tap houses situated 
well away from the main roads yet t o be assessed . Assessmen t and 
reassessment on these localities ;vi ll follow after tho l arge 
estates have been completed. Fi gures and details are in t he :i: r o--
ces s of being compiled from the Rural Survey which was rec en t ly 
ca rried out. 

To Mro Lim Koon •reek (Member for Paya Lebar): 

The answer to the Member's g_ues ticn is that no portion of 
the area excised from the Pandan Fores t Reserv.e has been set 
aside for such allocation, as t he manner of allocation has not 

yet been decided. Due considerat i on will be given , however, to 
re q_uests o:r:- applica tions from pers on s whose prawn ponds are 
a f fected b y Government acquisi ti'ons. 
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