26TH JUNE 1957

TANJONG PAGAR BY-ELECTION RALLY

Inasmall but significant way the two by-dections this month illustrate how
the democratic system works. Under asystem of periodic free and secret eections
in which every citizen has only one vote, theright to ruleisfinaly with the citizens.
No party or group of men, however powerful, can be more powerful than the people
from whom a party derivesitsright to rule. For on polling day the citizens together
decide, by casting their vote in secret in a polling booth, who is to represent themin

the Legidature, the seat of government.

Democracy means peaceful competition of differing political ideas and policy.

At election time each palitical party expoundsits aims and policy to the voters by
public meetings, through,the pre radlo pamphlets per nal_canvassin and dl_
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media of communication. Then on polling day, the voters cast thelr vote for the

candidate of the party whose aims and policies they support.

All candidates of political partieswill be judged by the record of the work of
their respective parties. Wethe P.A.P. were ready to place our clear 2-year record

before you when Mr. David Marshall chalenged usto do so. Unlike him we have
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been honest, consistent and firm in looking after the interest and welfare of the
people. Heredlised this after he issued his chalenge, so he has chosen to retire from
politics and quit the eectora battle he sought in amoment of bravado. But after al
his false charges and mud dinging my party decided that | should resign and give
you the right to decide whether | should continue to represent you for the rest of the
term of this Legidative Assembly, although under the congtitution your vote in 1955
was a mandate for 4 yearstill 1959. We are proud of our clean and honest record.
We want to establish an independent, united Maaya in which we shall establish
within the framework of the democratic non-Communist system afair and just

society, asocidist society in which no man can exploit his fellowman.

To establish afair and just society where man does not exploit his fellowman,
we must first end the colonia society, the result of the exploitation of the wedth of

Maaya and our people by British capitaist interests. That iswhy the P.A.P. is

ehemently anti-colonidist.-Colaniaismm not-only the exploitation of local
NE TR T R SRS
man by local man, but aso the exploitation of all local men by thewhiteman. Itis
only when we have ousted the British from political control that we have a chanceto
create anew different society with equa and fair opportunitiesfor al to live and

learn and work without exploiting their fellow men ether by their greater wedth or

gredter talents.
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On the 31st August the Federation will achieve their political independence
but British economic interests will dominate their economy and their lives.
Singapore must join the Federation to become an independent nation. We must
therefore strive to make merger easier, first by increasing amity and unity between
the different racesin Maaya. The Maays arein the mgority in the Federation. The
Chinesein Singapore. Therefore it isimperative to make the Maaysin the
Federation understand that other races, the Indian and particularly the Chinese are
their brothers who want to work and live together for our common happiness and
wefare. When we have achieved merger and independence, we can fight through
the democratic system of Government of one man one vote in free and secret
elections, to establish asocidist society. One man one vote means in the end that
the poor people of Malayawho are in the mgority have the congtitutional power to
elect the mgority of the representativesin our Maayan Parliament and therefore the

right to govern and change the order of society.

Nauonal Archives o SIngERolreE
Our opponentsthe Libera Sociaist Party must be judged on the record of the
Progressive and Democratic parties. These two parties represented the wealthy
merchantsin Singapore. They realised after their disastrous defeat in 1955 eections
that one citizen one vote meant that they could not win unless they could get the poor

people to vote for them. They decided to change their namesto Liberal Socidists.

They are neither socialists nor liberas. They are the people who have profited asthe

I ky\ 1957\ | ky0626. doc



compradores of the British colonia system. We do not deny them theright to
organise themsalvesinto a political party to try and protect their interests by
peacefully persuading othersto vote for them. But we despise them for not having
the courage to do thisin apositive way like the British Conservative Party or the
Audtralian Libera Party which openly declare that socialism is bad and individua
enterpriseisgood. When a group that is hostile to sociaism calsitself socidist
because it found after the last elections that the mgjority of the voters were in favour

of sociaism, then we must condemn them as political confidence tricksters.

Asfor "independent” candidates, they are the bane of Singapore palitics.
They appear a eection timetrying to be dl thingsto al men. They usualy do not
believe in anything other than their persona success and they have no party probably
because they have not succeeded in persuading others to work for their glorification.

In the end they count for nothing. We can safely dismissthem.
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We are placing the P.A.P.'s two-year record and our stand on the

congtitutional talks before the electorate of Tanjong Pagar. If you agree with our

policy and stand, then vote for the P.A.P., on the 29th June in Tanjong Pagar.
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