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Thls yeax, S1ngaporeans are celebrating 25 years of
ress undet PAP. We have achleved material progress and
oved‘livxng standards beyond what anyone in 1959 would
: ought pos&ible.‘ Bow was this done? Different people

give different answers. I will give my own explanation
rms of four factors:- .
Our neighbours
 Our priorities
 Our models

1 Ourépeople.

Our neighbours:

He have two ne1ghbours - Malaysia and Indonesia.

1ese have achieved fast econoaxc growth since 1965 and as a
ult enjoyed political stability. We have prospered
ether with them, making this region one of the EaStest

ow h regions in the world, attracting investments from the
or industrial countrles. HMay our two neighbours always

Ln prosperous. E '

Our ‘gtioritie :
we have accepted as a hard fact of life that nobody
s Singapore a living. A small country with no natural
ources must make the best use of human talent. This
3 continuous 1aprovement of human skills - better and
atysanagenents, a vxgorous and productive work-force.




de cannot afford the wayward habits of some developing
countries nor the easy-going attitudes that are growing
some rich countries.

 0ur mddels:

There~is*nothingfnew under the sun - whether it
setting up an MRT system; a gifted education programme,
, Axr Porce, a contaxner port or whatever. We do not try
re—invent the wheel,; we study how other people do it.

;Ea:n and adapt, nbtilnxtate without thinking.

For many yéars, since the mid-1960s, our biggest

worry was trade union and management relations. We in-

- her1ted the Btltlsh system which we knew to be flawed

Pinally we saw great merxt in the Japanese system of
lndustrlal rvlatlons which stressed the common interest of
‘unlons and management to advance the interest of the enter-
prise. The nodel of adversary relation found in many
1ndustr1a1 countrles is not for us.

; 'whilekwe ha?e great respect for the achievements of
the West in‘science and technology, music, literature and
the arts, we believefthat some of thelir social and'political
fznstltutxons and practlces are not suitable models for
Singapore. Some young returned students think otherwxse,

_ |but they will‘grou wise with the passage of time.

_ When all is said and done, it is people_who matter.
Singaporeans are a diligent and honest people. Given the
opportunity to learn,fthey will improve themselves. They do
care for their children's education and they want their
children to do better,than themselves. Given this admirable
attitude on the pértvof,our people, the spectacular advances
:in living standardskwe achieved in 25 years is perhaps not
80 surprising. ;
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