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5 NOV 1OTT HIJACKED ATRCRAFT
hec. Mo NARC L .
Mq o;;;i'jlﬂigbr\; At 1705 hours yesterday (October 29, 1977), a Victnam

+=—===pirline aircraft contacted the Control Tower at Pgya Lebar
International Airport to request landing permission as. it was
running out of fuel. 4As the aircraft approached Pgya Lebar
it was diverted to Selctar Air Basc wherc it landed at 1730
hours. It had & total of 39 persons on bodrd, besides two persons
who had been killed and one seriousiy injﬁred.r Of these, 13
werc men of ages ranging ffom 64 ycars to 23 years; 13 females
of ages ranging from 46 to 20 ycars; and nine children of ages
ranging from 10 months td 19 years.' There werc four hi jackers,
" all males, one of whom was armed with a .38 rcvolver; while
 the others werc armed with knives. B
According to the pilot Newyen Van La, the planc took off
from Ho Chi lMinh Ciﬁy for Phuquoc Island at 0635 hours (Vietnam
Tim¢) that morning. Fifteen minutés after'take_off he heard some
shots. On looking back he saw two of his friends - the flight
engincer and the radio operator - dead. The hijackérs had used the
revolver and knives to kill the twos They were shot and then
killed with knives. In addition onc was scriously injured. Two
of the hi jackers threatened the pilot and co-pilot with the revolver
and knives and dirccted them to head for Utapao in Thailand.
The other two were holding up the passengers. After refuelling,
they left Utapao at 12 noon and were directed to proceed to any
airport in Malaysia. While flying along the cast coast of Malaysia,
the hi jackers ordered them to procecd to Singapore. Singapore
airport was contactcd when the aircraft was near llersing.
After the aircraft landed in Selatar Air Baéc, the pilot
asked for the injured steward to be given medical attention. This

was accceded to and the injured person is now hospitaliscd, in an

unconscious state eoso2/=



unconscious statece Before the passengers alighted, the four
i jackers were persuaded to surrender their arms, which they
did.

FOIIOWing the request by the pilots for assistance to
enable them to return to Vietnam; the aircraft was supplied
with food and drinks, 'thc nccessary fuel and engineering
services. Staff of soveral companies concerncd with rcfuclllng,
enﬂlneorlng servicing and ground handling workcd throughout the
nlght to preparc the alrcraft for departure thlu morning. The
passengers and Crew left after having a full breakfast in the
air base. The aircraft left Singapore this morning at O937ihours
for Ho Chi Hinh City, with 34 persons, including the pilots and
the -air hostess, who asked to return. The bodies of the two
killed were also taken back on the aircraft.

Beforc departure,one passenger, a bachelor; aged 26 years,
refused to go back and asked to stay until he could find another
place to go to. He was not pressed to lcave and enquiries will
be made to ascertain where he wants to go to. A

The four hi jackers who are now in custo&yAare now being

questioned by the policoe.
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