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The Upper Peirce Reservoir whi ch you see before you is 

Singapore's l arge st impounding reservoiro It is a lsc the l ast of 

the 4 reservoirs within the centra l protected catchment area. 

Wi th its complet ion, we have fully explo i t ed the source s of the 

so-ca lled r:sweet water 11 ioe. water 1.-.rhi ch f lows throu gh unpopulated 

a nd therefore unpolluted cat chment areas . 

Two mo re reservoirs, one formed by bunding a swamp in 

Pandan a.nd another by closinc t he mouth of the Kranji River have 

a lso been co mp l eted . The 1·mter in these estuarial reservoirs will 

have a high salinity_ as they o.. l so stor e water which flows through 

d ensely popul a ted, areas and hi ghly polluted pig f arms. 

Among t he many attributes of t he Si ngaporean is the 

po ssession of very sens it ive taste buds. Recently, we introduced 

6 million gallons of, water from the Pa ndan Reservo ir into the 

d i stribut ing sy stem. Of course , the water was trea t ed by a v ery 

sophi st ica ted a nd co?t ly p rocess , including ozonization which removes 

t he colour and smell from t he water o Immediate ly, the PUTI was 

inundat ed with co!'flpla ints about th€' st r ange taste of the water . 

The PUB ha st'ened to assure consumers tha t the wat er i s perfectly 

sa fe for domest ic use a ~d its quality i s we ll wi thin the WHO 

requirement s for drinking water. · 

Nore ostm,r i al re servoirs are be i ng conctructed on the 

west.ern part of the i i:: 1and to meet t he increasing demand for water. 

As demand increase s , mor e a nd more o f ou:!' wat er supply will be dr awn 

f rom t l1e se ectuarial _re servoirso But as I said , t he water i ::; potable 
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and fit for domestic use as it is within the standards required by 

WHO. We should therefore be prepared to a ccept the different taste 

of our water in t he future. 

It took almost a 3rea r to fill the Upper Peirce Reservoir .. 

Fortunately1 it was a lmost full of water before t h e onset of last 

year's drought. Those 1vho have spent almost 5 years in the i nvesti-

gation9 planning9 design and the construction of the Upper Peirce 

Scheme have t h e s a tisfacti on of knowing t hat its timely completion 

saved Singapore from water r a tioning in 1976. 

The spectre of water short age i s a l ways with us. We are 

already t apping lower quality r avJ water from the estuarial 

reservoirs to meet i z1creasing demand., Keeping the streams clean 

will improve the quality of ;,mter collected in these reservoirs 

and help prevent major increa se in trea t ment cost s . As we 

exhaust all possible sites for surface water s torage on the 

island 9 we will have to consider treating efflu ent wat er for 

use. We can defer resorting to unconventiona l and c os tly 

methods of increasint;· our water su pply if we do not waste water. 

Keeping our streams clec:m and making water conservation a habit 

will ensure us a steady suppl y of water from conventional 

sources with out greatly· increasing costs. 


