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Dear Friends

Happy and Prosperous Chinese New Year to you,

The Metrication Board will be setting up a metric information stall at the
Marine Parade Centre (Market and Cooked Food Stalls), Block 84, Marine Parade
from February 21 to 23, 1980, Offioers from the Board will be present from
Te30 am to 10,30 am to explain to the housewives how to buy in metric and to

give away metric information pamphlets,

Joint letters bearing the messages from Mr Goh Chok Tong, Minister for Trade
and Industry and the MP for Marine Parade and my Chaimmon will be distributed to
the constituents to encourage them to learn metrio, I am taking this
opportunity to explain to you the need for you to know and use the metrio
systeme The metric system had been introduced in Singapore for the last ten
Yyears, Ninety percent of the world's population use the metric system of
measurement, To trade with these countries, Singapore will have to use the
metric system, The metric system is based on ten and is, therefore, simpler
and easier to use than katis and pounds,
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Laws had been introduced in July 1979 to require rice, flour, sugar, salt and
butter to be sold in standard metric siges, This year, 4 more items, namely,
oooking 0il, powdered detergent, milk powder and margarine will also be
required by law to be sold in standard metric sizes, Manufacturers of these
pre~packed items had been packing in standard metric sizes, The laws are
introduced to prevent them from reverting to the irregular non-metric sizes,

Laws will also be introduced this year to require the sale of loose items such
as textiles, dried goods, kway teow and towgay, fruits and vegetables, meats
and fish to be conducted in metric units only, The law requires the seller to

sell in metric units,

The market programme at Marine Parade Centre from February 21 to 23 will provide
opportunities for you to learn and sell in metric units,

Retailers must take the lead to use metric units, The Board had met the
importers and wholesalers and they informed the Board that they are not selling
in metric because the retailers are not buying from them in metric. So, the
next time you buy your goods, buy them in metric. This will make it easier
for you to calculate your selling prioce in metric,

Since January 1, 1976, the law states that retailers will have to sell in

metric units when demanded by the buyers. Thus, all weighing scales are
required to carry a metric reading in addition to the kati reading, This is

to help retailers and consumers to familiarise themselves with the metric
equivalents, We found that retailers had completely ignored the metric markings.
They do not know how to read the metric markings on their weighing scales which
have been in front of them for the past 4 years.

I trust that you would be different., Learn to read the metric markings on
your scales, When the law is introduced, the kati markings will be removed.
Do not wait until then, Act now, get to know the common quantities asked for
in metric. Familiarise yourself with the metric equivalents such as

1 kg~ 1 kati 10 tahils

1 kati~- 600 g

1 kg =1 000 g
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You, as retailers can do the Board a great favour, You, as transfer agents,
can help us and your customers by teaching them the nearest metric equivalents
they can buy in, If your regular customers have been buying 1 kati, advise
them to buy 600 g which is a very close equivalent of 1 kati, If they don't
need so much, advise them to buy in mltiples of 100 g, The green metric
comparison guide is very useful. You can see the various equivalents that the
Board is encouraging the housewives to buy in, Familiarise yourself with these
quantities,

If you are too busy to explain to your customers, you can direct them to our
metric information stall, My staff will explain to them the metric system,
You, too, ocan call at the stall if you need further information on how to use
the metric system,

Sell in mlltiples of 100 g for easy price calculation. The Board has decided
that the unit "gram" shall be pronounced as "gram", whether spoken in English,
Malay, Tamil or Mandarin, for example, % grams instead of B 5 f’_j o This
Will facilitate communication among the different races.

You will have to price your goods either by per 10 g or 100 g for light and
expensive items like mushrooms, or per kg for items like potatoes, meats,

végetables, eto,

Examples:
Price of mushrooms is $5.80 per 100 g
For 300 gy it will cost $5,80 x 3 = $17.40

Price of potatoes is $1.20 per kg

Price per 100 g will be $1420 = 12 cents
10

For 1.5 kg (1 kg 500 g), the cost will be
$1.20 + 12 cents x 5 = $1.80

"Buy in metric' price tags will be given to you, If you buy from your whole-
salers in metric, then, it will be easy for you to price your goods in per 10 &y
per 100 g or per kg. However, if you are still buying in katis, then you may
have to use the blue price comparison table, In the table, you will be able to

find the approximate conversion from price in kati to price in kilogram,
Help your regular customers to buy in metric now, Ty helping your ocustomers,
you are also helping yourselves, You will have no problems when metrication is

made compulsory.

Thank you,



IR AW BPE R L W L%
EEHEAER T Bd B ftt
E—ANOE-_A+THAETFTHFNART

DAEFE AR DT 5 K EE 8 PrE 5 F

& LR B

AWK FEE K

AHBEBRNA—ANOE_AY-—BPEHZBEXLESF
EEZ+AHTAZFATEHABAROEATBEES
RRARR T AAHERRE, AHBARFSES M
FErEAE RN AAANEE WY, AR 60 KA HE
EAMRBE R,

T AMER  GEESRLEEE R B RE N2
A r&ﬁ%uJ%¥¢@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmE@éuﬁ%
T . L\ e
AHEMAA G A ERBEERANGEER, 48,
AU BBFREATEBGE, REF OB AERAL
HEES, "TREAARSREALL, B HALA
ERABMNE, B, ABRTHEHS, Bk, TRFM
BEEREmBEER. |

H—nth&tAR, sREARL. BH. BE
AHMAE L AN EANERER, AL NN DR, A
HEAWE. MEERN. BMFAEL B b LA U AR
AHEEES, RAF RO HEFLONFBERAHER
XEE, BEWEARERAANEE U EANEE XA
% .



2
ApELEREEENR AR, TR, BRE. I3
KE HEX. WAMLAELANAHELXE ., EEET.
SHFBEULAHERBENS,
EAAH—HRHZERTHHRBEARFAOLEAH
HEHEE-ARBFONSUGENEIRERAN,
EEBFNEZS &L RBERZTSH, ARYHFEIA
AR EE, BAME, ANUARAQXHELXZR W
FEEBAUMAMUARNEEREE, B, GTERN
fw, RHERREABNEG, X WSO EHEW LM &M LK
55 . |
B—htx&E—Pp—BR, 2EEHREYBEFRUAH
BREEHN, TEERLANANBCHE, B, FAW
EAUBEBEAS AWM LANBEWAE, RRATE
ELBABESEBRBANBGHNER, R, RNHLIA
—RWEEBATAHERELAWAERLEXTE, A1
EEFROBHEERNTN ARSI AWHES L O H A
B .
RAEBEMFL R, H#2IEBRES LA HAE,
YRHETEEE, FHDERBER, #FESR BN R,
NERFREIARRLEOAHNEEERAH T LA H W
HEE, 6l
IAFAHAFIREXI0ME
1 X% T 600%
)/&)?%-3‘1000 g



3

BAA-ANZXZPEAABZTEE, HELET B BREN
FRECVBEURBSAVLAHBEEXRNEILRE, DR K
WBEZEFMEXI Ay d, A4 HHNHHX 600K,
MERBEE I FTHOAHNESE, RUENIAEXD L 5,
A2 100 EWEEEXME, FEMAKLAH LB RME
LEHMH, /U NERERTRABLAHMERE, BRI L
wER®,

WREALERATE AR E O BEMRE, H2E
BapMARMNOAHERHALER, REORRKS @ AN
fRAHWER, FLTNHKNORE EHE—F THA
Wz R, |

MICO WM BHEMDRATENBREZHE, xR
e BAL e " FEX, O BERX. BAKRXEEXDHIE
FLEAER sran " B EEF, L ENBEAET grem W R
FEER, XRLGAMITERBZIENES SN &,

EHRHFE, FALEFRETHEREDEAT, I
%, BYEI10%K 100 Fk K, TLEHEE, Wk, £ X
EUNEAF EHRS,
(%)

B ¥ 4E 100 % $ 5.-80

300 X %t & $ 5-80 x 3 = § 17-40

LHEFBAFS$ 1-20

100 % # & —&520 - = 12¢

1-5 2K (1 AFX500%) W4t &£
$ 1-20+ 12 ¢ x 5 = $ 1-80
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